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The Port of Prince Rupert is delivering economic 
benefits to Northern BC one train, one truck, 
and one ship at a time.

In the last year, 50 billion dollars in trade passed through the Port, 
generating $1.5 billion dollars in economic activity, and supporting 6,200 
jobs in the transportation and logistics industry across Northern BC. 

With several expansion plans on the horizon to grow cargo volumes and 
enable new terminal developments and logistics capabilities, the economic 
impact of the Port of Prince Rupert continues to grow, supporting families, 
businesses and communities across BC.

@rupertport
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edition of Invest in BC were 
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before the COVID-19 outbreak.
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PRIME MINISTER • PREMIER MINISTRE

2020

Dear Friends:

I am pleased to extend my warmest greetings to the readers  
of the 2020 edition of Invest in BC magazine.

This annual publication profiles each of the province’s eight 
economic regions and offers information about a wide range  
of business and investment opportunities.

I would like to thank the British Columbia Economic 
Development Association for bringing this magazine to the 
business community. You can take pride in your contributions  
to the province’s economic prosperity.

On behalf of the Government of Canada, I offer my best wishes  
for continued success.

Sincerely,

The Rt. Hon. Justin P. J. Trudeau, P.C., M.P.
Prime Minister of Canada
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LE T TER FROM THE PREMIER

Why B.C.’s Future Is Bright
British Columbia is a wonderful place to live, visit, do business 
and invest. We have many natural resources. Most of all, British 
Columbia is powered by hard-working, talented people.

B.C. is an economic leader in Canada. We are the only province 
with triple-A credit ratings from the three major international 
rating agencies, and we have the lowest unemployment rate in the 
country. This translates into more jobs and growth opportunities 
for British Columbians throughout the province.

Businesses in B.C. are more optimistic than in the rest of 
Canada. And I’m with them—I have never been more optimistic 
about the future of our province. Despite global trade uncertainty, 
B.C.’s exports have remained strong, and we’re continuing to 
attract major investments to the province.

Of course, there is still work to be done. We will continue to 
strengthen our trade partnerships around the world to expand 
markets, and to make sure B.C. is connected and competitive.

The world needs to know that British Columbia is open  
for business.

We’re strengthening traditional resource sectors while 
supporting small business, tourism, agriculture, and 
manufacturing. We’re diversifying through technology and 
innovation. And, we’re expanding our economy responsibly and 
sustainably, while creating good jobs and providing the services 
people need.

We know there are global challenges and uncertainty facing us 
ahead. But together, we’re building a brighter future for people 
in B.C., and we’re showing how investing in people makes our 
province stronger.

Invest in BC magazine showcases the best of what B.C. business 
has to offer, and I hope its readers are excited to explore all the 
new opportunities offered by this remarkable province.

John Horgan
Premier, British Columbia
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LE T TER FROM THE PRESIDENT AND CEO, BC ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT A S SOCIATION

LE T TER FROM THE CHAIR , BC ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT A S SOCIATION

Start Here, Then Find Out More

BCEDA and Our B.C. Communities

W elcome to the official publication 
of the British Columbia Economic 
Development Association. Invest in 

BC is designed to give you a brief overview of 
British Columbia and to encourage you to invest 
in our diverse province. The magazine strives 
to provide valuable information on the eight 
economic regions of B.C., as well as timely trends 
in our ever-changing economy. I hope that you 
find this information of value to you and take 
the time to consider what an investment in B.C. 
could do for you or your business.

I have been fortunate to travel to different 
areas of the province and to visit many of our 
amazing communities. When you take the time 
to really discover all of what B.C. has to offer, you 
will be amazed and convinced that our economy 
offers unparalleled opportunity. Despite global 
issues, B.C.’s economic momentum is intact. 
Credit a talented workforce, high quality of life, 
openness to newcomers and reasonable tax load.

BCEDA has grown to over 400 members that 
are working together to grow local economies. 
Our members represent a range of communities, 
First Nations, businesses, chambers of 

commerce, Crown corporations, tourism groups, 
financial institutions, government agencies, 
NGOs and educational institutions. They make 
it their agenda to bring the right people together 
at the right time to create valuable partnerships 
and build prosperity for all those involved.

BCEDA is the leading provincial association 
of economic development practitioners in the 
province. BCEDA provides services that help 
communities grow new and existing businesses, 
attract new investments and work toward 
strategic infrastructure investment, land-use 
planning and community enhancement.

It is widely known that B.C.’s quality of life 
is second to none. If you have never had the 
opportunity to experience all that B.C. has 
to offer, we invite you to make a visit. British 
Columbia’s only limits are your imagination.

Please feel free to contact me, my staff or 
any of our members to discuss anything about 
economic development in British Columbia.

Dale Wheeldon
President and CEO, British Columbia Economic 
Development Association

W elcome to the 2020 edition of Invest in 
BC. The British Columbia Economic 
Development Association (BCEDA) is 

pleased to partner with BCBusiness to produce 
this informative publication.

Inside the pages of this magazine, you will 
find great information on the communities 
of British Columbia, and the many and varied 
opportunities that they have to offer. Whether 
it’s natural resources, energy, technology, food 
production, tourism, international education or 
transportation and shipping, B.C. has a multitude 
of investment opportunities. The province’s 
many other advantages include a highly skilled 
workforce, low corporate tax rates, world-class 
infrastructure and services, as well as welcoming 
and inclusive communities.

British Columbia is truly “open for business.” 
We do not just say the words; we put them into 
practice.  Municipalities, regional districts 
and Indigenous communities invest over $80 
million annually in economic development and 
tourism programming. They do this because 
they are committed to ensuring the economic 
and social well-being of their residents. BCEDA 

is the leader in so many areas, whether in our 
efforts to support communities in crisis through 
our Economic Disaster Recovery Program, 
providing tools so communities can further 
engage businesses, or our partnerships to 
encourage and support local businesses. But it 
really is the EDOs that are leading the way. They 
are responsible for assisting and supporting 
every company in the community regardless of 
size. They are change agents, team leaders and 
believers that we can together build healthy, 
prosperous and resilient local economies.  

In closing, I want to encourage all who read 
this publication to use it as a primer to further 
explore the investment opportunities that 
abound in all regions of the great province of B.C. 
BCEDA is here to assist economic developers, 
local, Indigenous, and provincial governments 
and businesses working together to build 
a robust and sustainable economy through 
education, collaboration and partnerships.

Maureen Czirfusz 
Chair, British Columbia Economic Development 
Association



PULLING THROUGH: B.C. has ably managed the public health fallout 
from the coronavirus pandemic, which has seen the federal and provincial 
governments extend tens of billions of dollars in wage subsidies and other 
support. Although many businesses and workers have suffered, provincial 
industries such as food (above) and construction (top) remain strong
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COVID-19 BRIEFING

The 2020 edition of Invest in BC was researched and prepared before 
the COVID-19 pandemic prompted a shutdown of the provincial 
economy. We asked several experts to weigh in on the road ahead for 
businesses and communities.

C
all it a black swan, a meteor strike or a sucker punch. 
However you describe it, the COVID-19 crisis wasn’t an 
event that business analysts predicted for 2020. Although 
B.C. has managed the public health fallout from the global 
pandemic better than many other jurisdictions, there are 
new economic uncertainties and realities in play.

Fortunately, the federal and provincial governments 
have stepped up with tens of billions of dollars in wage 

subsidies, business loans and other support. And as B.C. takes 
cautious steps to reopen the economy, not every industry has been 
left reeling. A few specialty manufacturers have even benefited 
(Plexiglas makers, for instance). Supermarkets, most food 
production and construction have continued more or less as before. 
But the damage has been considerable.

Just how bad a hit has the province taken? Ken Peacock, chief 
economist and vice-president of the Business Council of British 
Columbia, offers some startling perspective. “In the worst month 
of the 2008-09 financial crisis, B.C. lost about 10,000 jobs,” Peacock 
says. “Over a nine-month period during that recession, we lost 
about 70,000 jobs. That was a deep recession.”

But this March alone, 132,000 jobs vanished from B.C., Peacock 
notes. Job losses doubled in April, reaching 264,000. “As of May, 
we are at about 11-percent unemployment,” Peacock explains. “In 
the private sector, almost one in four jobs have been lost.” The 
BCBC’s economic forecasts have become more pessimistic as events 
unfolded. “We are now honing in on a number of minus-8 percent 
GDP for 2020,” Peacock says.

As B.C. starts to reopen in the wake 
of the coronavirus pandemic, how 
can businesses rebound from this 
unprecedented event?

BY STEVE BURGESS

 THE
COVID 
FACTOR
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The COVID-19 crisis is a unique double 
blow, he stresses. The usual victims of a 
downturn—big-ticket items like cars and 
furniture, business investment, export 
activities—have been hurt. But even in a 
recession, the economy can usually count 
on the service sector. “This time around, 
that hasn’t been the case,” Peacock says. 
“Consumer spending has been eviscerated. 
That’s why this recession is deep and nasty.” 

For the most part, COVID-19 is a private 
sector crisis, Peacock says: “Of those job 
losses, only about 18,000 were in the public 
sector.” Meanwhile, the young have been 
hit the hardest: “We now have 25-percent 
unemployment in the 15-24 age group.”

A MATTER OF TIME
A rebound will happen. But how big 
a bounce will it be, and how long will 
recovery take? After the 2008-09 
recession, Peacock recalls, it took at least 
three-and-a-half years to get back to the 
pre-recession level. “An optimistic view 
might be that we could recover half the lost 
jobs by year’s end,” he says. “This will be a 
multiyear recovery process.”

Some jobs will be permanently in jeop-
ardy, predicts Andrey Pavlov, a professor of 
finance at SFU Beedie School of Business. 
“There will be pent-up demand, and people 
will want to return to their old routines,” 

he says. “But reopening restaurants doesn’t 
mean people will return to them.”

Pavlov also believes the crisis has 
created more problems for businesses 
already suffering from online competition. 
“Are people who have been forced to do 
more business online going to switch back 
to retail?” he asks. “Are people going to 
re-evaluate how often they need to get a 
haircut, for example?”

The recovery will inevitably feature 
regional disparity. “Just because of the size 
of the Metro Vancouver area and even the 
Okanagan, they will fare better,” Peacock 
reckons. “Some regional communities I 
would be very concerned about.”

Because we’re now in a global recession, 
commodity prices are being impacted, 
Peacock observes. For regional and  
resource-dependent economies, he says, 
the top uncertainty is business investment. 
Many communities throughout the prov-
ince rely on the forest products industry, 
which was already struggling before the 
current downturn. “Are businesses going 
to continue to put money into their plants 
and operations, update them and refurbish 
them, or is there going to be more of a wait-
and-see approach?” Peacock asks. “That 
will be the big question.”

Smaller centres are also more dependent 
on tourism. “Tourism was hit earliest and 

will be the longest coming out,” says Nancy 
Small, co-chair of the Metro Vancouver 
Tourism and Hospitality Industry 
Response and Recovery Task Force. “We 
will lose a great portion of what is typically 
an incredible summer season.”

For his part, Peacock hopes to see 
more domestic tourism activity because 
British Columbians can’t easily travel 
overseas. Small agrees, but she points out 
that domestic travellers are unlikely to 
spend nearly as much on a trip to Tofino as 
they would have on a European vacation. 
“As well, there will be fewer people with 
disposable income.”

Peacock and Small agree that smaller 
communities will be hardest hit by the 
drop in tourism. “Even for Interior cities 
like Kelowna, they’re going to feel it,” 
Peacock says. Government has provided 
an extraordinary amount of fiscal and 
monetary stimulus, which will help, he 
adds. “But it’s not going to offset the 
downturn. If we’re going to see these jobs 
come back, it’s going to be because of 
private businesses rehiring.”

Pavlov would like to see loosening of 
regulations surrounding licensing and 
certification. “Businesses will need to 
adjust and find ways to survive,” he says. 
“New technologies, new ways of delivering 
goods and services. Governments can help 
businesses be flexible by reducing the 
regulatory burden.”

Realistically, the jobs won’t all come back, 
Peacock warns. “Government will have to 
create the conditions for businesses to grow 
and prosper, and we’re going to be looking 
for new jobs as well as getting old jobs back 
if we want to have any hope of any sort of a 
meaningful recovery.” •

The British Columbia Economic 
Development Association is a leader 
in Canada when it comes to economic 
recovery.  Since 2012, BCEDA has been 
providing assistance to communities 
impacted by disaster and encouraging 
others to plan for future ones. Early in the 
COVID-19 pandemic, BCEDA launched 
its Economic Disaster Recovery Program, 
and it continues support communities 
throughout British Columbia. “Local leaders, 
economic developers and other community 
organizations will lead the local-based 
economic recovery, and we are proud to help 
them establish programs, modify regulations 
and launch consultation processes to support 
every business,” says Dale Wheeldon, 
president and CEO of BCEDA. “Local 
businesses will need the support of all levels 
of  government as we take the steps necessary 
to adapt to a new way of doing business.” 
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LEADING THE  
NATION

Despite challenges, B.C.’s economic 
momentum is intact. Credit a  

talented workforce, high  
quality of life, openness  

to newcomers and  
reasonable tax load

BY GAIL JOHNSON
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POWER PLAY: Workers move the 
first of six penstock transition pieces 
into position at BC Hydro’s Site C Dam 
project near Fort St. John. Each piece 
weighs about 56 tonnes and will be 
used to carry water from the reservoir 
into the turbines

PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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PROVINCIAL 
FORECAST

REAL GDP GROWTH

EMPLOYMENT GROWTH

POPULATION GROWTH

A
t a time when much of the world is 
in turmoil, the first thing to come to 
mind when people think of British 
Columbia might be quality of life: it’s 
a place for people who love nature, 
appreciate cultural diversity and 
value social stability. However, there’s 
another reason to be attracted to 

Canada’s West Coast: in terms of economic 
growth, B.C. is in a position of strength.

In fact, the province is poised to be among 
the leaders across the country over the next two 
years, according to the Conference Board of 
Canada. B.C.’s real gross domestic product (GDP) 
is expected to rise 2.6 percent in 2020.

A key contributor to the sustained growth 
is the province’s business investment outlook. 
“Construction of the LNG 
Canada liquefied natural gas 
terminal and pipeline, and 
the beginning of the Trans 
Mountain Pipeline expansion 
project, will keep the province’s 
economy humming along 
over the next two years,” the 
Conference Board of Canada 
noted in a recent report.

While these two giant 
industrial projects are certainly 
significant drivers, there’s 
much more behind B.C.’s 
healthy economic forecast. 
Other projects on the go 
include BC Hydro’s Site C dam, 

school construction and various public works 
projects that will further fuel an upward cycle  
in infrastructure spending.

The labour market, meanwhile, is a key 
contributing factor, with employment growth at 
about 2.6 percent for 2019—one of the strongest 
rates in the country, according to Bryan Yu, 
deputy chief economist at Central 1 Credit 
Union. That compares to a national growth rate 
of about 1.6 percent.

“The overall employment numbers are still 
fairly solid, despite some weakness in the later 
parts of 2019,” Yu says. “When we look at 2020, 
we’re still seeing positive growth emerging.”

B.C. continues to have the lowest unemployment 
rate in the country, averaging 4.8 percent in 
2019. Employment growth is forecast to exceed 

2.5 percent, with both the 
household Labour Force Survey 
and employer-based Survey of 
Employment, Payroll and Hours 
showing significant expansion.

Certain parts of the service 
side of the economy stand 
out, particularly technology, 
professional services and 
tourism.

Technology is burgeoning, 
with companies like 
Amazon expanding their 
operations, while homegrown 
organizations are upsizing, 
too. Relic Entertainment, an 
electronic gaming company, 

PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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BUILDING BLOCKS: 
The Trans Mountain 

Expansion project 
will boost exports  

from Westridge 
Marine Terminal 

(top left); LNG 
Canada terminal 

under construction 
in Kitimat (bottom 
left); Amazon has 

leased space for up 
to 10,000 employees 

in The Post 
redevelopment in 

Vancouver (above); 
Martini Film Studios 
in Langley promises 

to be Canada’s 
largest purpose-built 

production facility 
(right) 

B.C.’S ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT REGIONS

 CARIBOO

 KOOTENAY

  LOWER  
MAINLAND/ 
SOUTHWEST

 NECHAKO

 NORTH COAST

 NORTHEAST

  THOMPSON-  
OKANAGAN

  VANCOUVER  
ISLAND/COAST

for instance, opened a new 43,000-square-
foot office in Vancouver; Burnaby-based 
Traction on Demand, meantime, is 
launching a branch in Nelson.

B.C. hotels are at near record high 
occupancy rates. “It’s some of the highest 
we’ve seen in terms of data, about 80 
percent for Vancouver,” Yu says.

“We’re seeing the investment cycle 
building up as well,” he adds. “The non-
residential building activity is above 
30 percent, and that’s really driven by 
commercial towers, commercial activity 
occurring in Metro Vancouver. That’s a 
reflection that there’s still that demand 
in various professional services sectors, 
driving the need for more space.”

Residential homebuilding remains 
high, with about 44,000 housing starts in 
2019, up about eight percent from the year 
before. Urban starts in particular showed 
a year-over-year increase of 26 percent. 
Population growth rates are solid, at about 
1.3 percent, reflecting a lot of net in-
migration, around 60,000 people per year.

BRIGHT SPOTS
There are many other elements 
that are helping boost B.C.’s 
economy, according to 
Bruce Ralston, Minister of 
Energy, Mines and Petroleum 
Resources (until recently 
Minister of Jobs, Trade and 
Technology).

Infrastructure spending 
on hospitals is a factor; 
several facilities are in 
the works throughout the 
province, including in Surrey, 
Williams Lake, Quesnel 
and Fort St. James. “Public 
spending on infrastructure is 
countercyclical,” Ralston says. 
“If there is a downturn, it helps 
boost local economies.”

B.C. is also leading the 
evolution of the cannabis industry, which 
was legalized for recreational consumption 
across Canada in 2018. Companies like 
Sundial Growers in Merritt and Maple 
Ridge’s Tantalus Labs are at the forefront.

Film and television production has long 
been a growth industry in B.C. Now Martini 
Film Studios, the first purpose-built film 
studio in the province, is going ahead in 
Langley. Canada’s largest such facility, at 
600,000 square feet, will help anchor the 
local scene. 

An affordable tax burden is another 
factor attracting international investment. 
Ralston points to Fujitsu Global as 
an example: the personal computer 
equipment company moved an entire 

division from Tokyo to Vancouver in part 
because of competitive business costs. 

While there are many exciting things 
happening in B.C.’s economy, it’s the 
skilled people behind the projects that are 
perhaps the province’s greatest economic 
driver, according to Ralston.

“First and foremost, what I hear from 
companies that are here and are wanting to 
grow or that are coming here is that it’s the 
talent that draws them, the talent across 
the spectrum,” he says. “We have very 
talented people here, in part due to our 
public education system. We are also open 
to newcomers, people seeking opportunity 
who may not feel comfortable in the 
United States. B.C. is a popular place to be. 
The view from abroad is that people really 
value the talent they can find here.” •
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AFTER  
CARBON

T
he future of Canada’s energy sector is  
clean, and British Columbia is at the 
forefront. The province is poised to help 
propel the expected exponential growth in 
clean energy and cleantech, which includes 
not only energy-related technology such 
as renewable fuels, power generation and 

storage but also industrial efficiencies, carbon  
capture and green building.

“B.C. is world-leading,” says Jeanette Jackson, CEO 
of Foresight Cleantech Accelerator Centre. “We have 
the technology that can perhaps take a huge market 
share in what is estimated to be a multitrillion-dollar 
cleantech sector over the next five to 10 years globally.”

There are myriad reasons to explain B.C.’s position 
as a standout player. For one, the province has long 
derived almost all its electrical power from renewable 
sources and developed considerable expertise 
there. For another, the province-wide carbon tax, 
in place more than a decade, is a supportive policy 
for encouraging investment in emissions-reducing 
technology. B.C.’s location, including access to ports 
and proximity to Asia and the United States, is another 
driver; so is cutting-edge research.

B.C. has nearly 300 cleantech companies, according 
to Jackson, and has seen more than 25 percent growth 
in related jobs over the last two years.

The province first left a footprint in cleantech 40 
years ago with the founding of Ballard Research, CL
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A fast-growing cohort of B.C. 
companies is pointing the way to a 

cleantech-driven economy
BY GAIL JOHNSON
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which a decade later became Ballard 
Power Systems, a pioneer of hydrogen-
powered fuel cell technology. The 
hydrogen movement continues to gain 
ground in B.C. today. HTEC, for instance, 
opened Canada’s first publicly accessible 
retail hydrogen station. The company 
is also building a central electrolysis 
production facility, which will support 
the deployment of more than 1,000  
zero-emission fuel cell electric vehicles, 
or FCEVs.

Electrification goes far beyond cars, 
however, and B.C. is powering the shift. 
There’s the impending arrival of BC 
Ferries’ first hybrid-electric vessels, and 
Harbour Air Seaplanes has partnered with 
magniX to build the world’s first electric-
powered commercial seaplane fleet.

Different types of power generation 
are being explored, too. Burnaby-based 
General Fusion just last fall received $160 
million in venture capital funding to build 
the world’s first fusion power plant.

Carbon capture is a major component 
of cleantech industry that is burgeoning 
as well. Svante (formerly Inventys) 
has developed technology that’s being 
piloted in the field in the energy and 

CLEAN TRANSPORTATION: BC Ferries  
has commissioned battery-powered 
hybrid-electric Island Class ferries to 
service small routes between Vancouver 
Island and surrounding islands (middle); 
on December 10, 2019, Harbour Air and 
magniX made history with the successful 
inaugural flight of the world’s first 
commercial all-electric aircraft (above)

cement manufacturing sectors. At a 
plant in Squamish, Carbon Engineering 
is extracting carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere and using it to produce a 
carbon-neutral fuel—the remaining 
question being whether the process can  
be done cost-effectively at massive scale.

Unique developments are happening 
on B.C. soil related to solar usage, with 
industry-leading core competency here. 
Day4 Energy, which produces photovoltaic 
(PV) panels for power generation, for 
instance, is headquartered in Burnaby  
and has customers across North America 
and Europe.

Water technology companies like 
Vancouver’s Axine Water Technologies 
and Richmond’s Saltworks Technologies, 
among others, are thriving. “With 
traditional cleantech, people often think 
of zero-emissions vehicles or energy with 
biofuel, but water is used for everything 
from fabrics to pharmaceuticals, so 
cleantech related to water only is starting 
to integrate into so many different market 
sectors,” Jackson says.

 “B.C. as a market is quite small,” Jackson 
adds, “but our impact and our footprint  
on cleantech is huge.” •

ZERO-EMISSION 
ENERGY: Powertech 

Labs’ hydrogen fuel 
station in Surrey (left); 

General Fusion’s 
PI3 plasma injector, 

part of a planned 
nuclear fusion reactor 

prototype under 
development in 
Burnaby (right)
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A Magnet
for Global

Investment
From downtown office towers to Fraser Valley industrial parks, 

the Lower Mainland economy is firing on all cylinders

LOWER MAINLAND/SOUTHWEST
▷ Abbotsford
▷ Burnaby
▷ Chilliwack
▷ Coquitlam
▷ Delta
▷ Gibsons

▷ Hope
▷ Langley
▷ Lillooet
▷ Maple Ridge
▷ Mission
▷ New Westminster

▷ North Vancouver
▷ Pitt Meadows
▷ Port Moody
▷ Richmond
▷ Sechelt
▷ Squamish

▷ Surrey
▷ Vancouver
▷ West Vancouver
▷ Whistler SHARE OF B.C.

POPULATION61%

Y ou’re never very far from wilderness anywhere in British 
Columbia, even in the province’s urban southwestern corner. 
And here, too, you can find head offices and operations of 

the traditional resource and transportation industries that helped 
build the prosperous province we have today.

What sets the Lower Mainland apart, though, is the degree to 
which it has generated economic momentum seemingly all its own 
in industries as diverse as alternative energy, life sciences, fashion 
design and visual effects.

The information technology sector, to take just one example, 
has been on a tear for more than a decade. Real estate advisory 
firm CBRE Group recently ranked Metro Vancouver the 12th-
largest IT cluster in North America, having seen a net gain 
of 22,300 tech workers between 2013 and 2018. American IT 
companies DataCloud International, Grammarly, Quora, Tigera, 
Tile and Tipalti  announced office openings in the city over the 
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REGIONAL 
POPULATION

3,093,000

LARGEST CENTRES
VANCOUVER, SURREY, 

ABBOTSFORD

UNEMPLOYMENT 
RATE

4.4%

TOP EMPLOYERS  
BY INDUSTRY
Retail trade

11.4%
Health care and  

social assistance

11.3%
Professional, 
scientific and  

technical services

9.1%

FORECAST 
EMPLOYMENT 

GROWTH, 2018-28

588,500

BUILDING PERMIT 
VALUES (2018)

$13.6 
BILLION

HOUSING STARTS 
(2018)

25,654

VALUE OF MAJOR 
PROJECTS PLANNED 

OR UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION

$73.9 
BILLION

BUSINESS 
INCORPORATIONS 

(2019)

34,835
SOURCES: B.C. LABOUR  

MARKET OUTLOOK , BC STATS

past year. In January, Mastercard    
announced it would create a cyber-
security development centre in the 
city, dedicated to curtailing hacking 
in the payments sector and creating 
around 300 new jobs. Incumbent 
players Apple, Microsoft Corp., Shopify 
and Slack Technologies have all signed 
leases to expand their footprints 
downtown. 

Many of these companies cite 
abundant technical talent, competitive 
labour costs and accommodating 
immigration policies as reasons for 
locating north of the border. Quora  
co-founder and CEO Adam D’Angelo 
had this to say about the choice of Vancouver for a 
new office focusing on machine learning to support 
its question-and-answer platform: 

“We looked at many possible locations for this 
office, and decided on Vancouver for three reasons: 
First, our success as a company depends on our 
ability to hire the best engineers from around the 
world, and Canada’s strong immigration program 
will let us do that. Second, it is important to be in a 
location where highly skilled technical people want 
to live. Vancouver is regularly rated as one of the 
cities with the highest quality of life in the world, 
and our research has confirmed this preference 
among the engineers we’re hiring. Finally, Quora 
is a tightly integrated product, so coordination in 
product development is extremely important to us… 
Vancouver is in the same time zone as our Mountain 
View headquarters and just a short flight away.”

OFFICE SPACE NEEDED
Amazon.com, meanwhile, has reportedly tripled 
the space it intends to lease in the redevelopment 
of the former main post office downtown, to 1.1 
million square feet—enough to accommodate up 
to 10,000 employees. The lease agreement would 
make Amazon the largest single occupant in 
downtown Vancouver. 

The electronic gaming subsector is buoyant,  
too, with local developers Relic Entertainment and 
Kabam both moving into spacious new offices with 
capacity for 300-plus employees. A report from the 

Entertainment Software Association of Canada put 
the number of local jobs in the industry at 7,300—
up 1,400 in just two years.

Homegrown startups, meanwhile, have garnered 
some unprecedented sums of venture capital. 
Burnaby-based Themis Solutions, better known 
by its brand name, Clio, set a record for the largest 
VC investment in Canadian history last year 
with a $333-million raise. The money will go into 
expanding the distribution of its software solution 
for law firms. Alternative energy startup General 
Fusion raised about $135 million between equity 
investments and a contribution from the federal 
Strategic Innovation Fund in its effort to build a 
working nuclear fusion reactor. Trulioo Information 
Services, Terramera and ToursByLocals all raised 
money in the tens of millions.

Partly due to the growth of the technology 
sector, Metro Vancouver’s market for office space 
is witnessing a cyclical low in vacancy. Relief is in 
sight, though: there are 26 projects comprising 
nearly five million square feet of space under 
construction, according to a report released last 
August by data provider CoStar Group.

The technology frenzy isn’t all downtown, either. 
With funding from the provincial government and 
participation from post-secondary and corporate 
partners, a new Quantum Algorithms Institute is 
rising at SFU’s Surrey campus. The institute will 
help train graduate students in the emerging field 
of quantum computing, supporting the research of FR
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NEW INFRASTRUCTURE: 
Container capacity is 
increasing in Vancouver 
Harbour (bottom 
left); Pattullo Bridge 
Replacement Project 
is under construction 
between Surrey and New 
Westminster (left); Metro 
Vancouver mayors are 
working to see SkyTrain 
(below) extended east to 
Langley and west to UBC

LOWER MAINL AND/SOUTHWEST
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LOWER MAINL AND/SOUTHWEST

companies such as local quantum software 
developer 1QB Information Technologies 
(1QBit).

It’s easy to forget, amid this knowledge-
industry growth, that Metro Vancouver 
was built around its port. But expansion 
there is also proceeding as Canada’s 
trade continues to pivot toward the fast-
growing economies of the Pacific Rim. Last 
year, GCT Global Container Terminals 
announced a $160-million investment 
that will boost the Vancouver Harbour 
terminal’s container-handling capacity by 
25 percent, to a million 20-foot equivalent 
units (TEUs) per year. Meanwhile, the 
federal government earmarked $102 
million in funding from the National Trade 
Corridors Fund to improve intermodal 
facilities and road and rail connections for 
freight around the metropolitan region.

NEW PROJECTS
A number of regional 
transportation 
improvements are also 
afoot, including the 
$1.4-billion replacement 
of the Pattullo Bridge 
between Surrey and New 
Westminster, the addition 
of new lanes and on-ramps 
on Highway 1 in North 
Vancouver and Langley and 
the $2.8-billion extension 
of the Millennium SkyTrain 
line west along Broadway 
to Arbutus Street in 
Vancouver. Municipal politicians have 
reached agreement on SkyTrain extensions 
to UBC in the west and Langley in the east.

Stepping out of the shadow of Vancouver 
International Airport, the Fraser Valley’s 
aviation hub, Abbotsford International, 
tallied more than one million passengers in 
2019, having more than doubled its traffic 
in just four years.

The long-expected move of St. Paul’s 
Hospital to a $1.9-billion campus on the 
False Creek Flats proceeds apace, with the 
City of Vancouver approving Providence 
Health Care’s rezoning application for 
the 18-acre site in November. Further, 
the provincial government announced in 
December that it would build an entirely 
new hospital in the Surrey neighbourhood 
of Cloverdale in response to the population 
growth in the area.

The film and television production 
industry is growing outward from its urban 
base. Not only are suburban municipalities 
like the Tri-Cities seeing a surge in 
location shoots; in September, Martini 
Film Studios announced plans to build a 
600,000-square-foot studio in Langley, FR
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which will be the largest dedicated film 
facility in Canada.

Outlying communities in the Fraser 
Valley and Sea to Sky Corridor are likewise 
attracting advanced manufacturing. Last 
September Molson Coors opened the latest 
and most efficient of its 29 breweries around 
the world in Chilliwack. Compared to the 
Vancouver brewery it replaced, the facility 
operates using 20 percent less energy and 
40 percent less water and includes a state-
of-the-art CO2 recovery system.

Already home to atmospheric 
remediation company Carbon Engineering, 
Squamish continues to lure cleantech 
companies—the latest being Nexii Building 
Solutions, a manufacturer of modular 
buildings using a proprietary material, 
Nexiite, that is far less carbon-intensive 
than traditional building components. 

HOUSING THE NEWCOMERS
After a pullback in 2018, the Lower 
Mainland real estate market righted 
itself in 2019—in fact, Surrey, the region’s 
second most populous and fastest-growing 
municipality, blew through past records 

for building permits to reach a new high of 
$2.29 billion.

Plans for major housing projects abound. 
The former Oakridge Transit Centre in 
Vancouver will feature more than 1,600 
new homes in 17 buildings ranging up to 
23 storeys. Westbank Corp. is redeveloping 
nearby Oakridge Centre mall into a highrise 
mixed-use retail and residential complex.

The Squamish Nation has unveiled a plan 
for 6,000 homes to be developed on its land 
at the south end of the Burrard Bridge in 
Vancouver in partnership with Westbank. 
The community, named Seŉáḵw, would be 
primarily for rent, answering a dire need 
for rental properties in the region. The 
Squamish Nation also intends to build 1,000 
homes for its own members on reserve land 
on the North Shore. 

In Langley, Vesta Properties has begun 
work on Latimer Heights, a $1-billion 
master-planned community of some 2,000 
homes and a retail village on 74 acres. Algra 
Bros. is moving forward with an ambitious 
plan to redevelop four acres of restaurant, 
retail, office and residential space in 
Chilliwack’s city centre.

“With a strong economy and population 
growth, Vancouver remains a desirable 
place to live that will eventually draw buyers 
back into the market,” states a recent report 
from PricewaterhouseCoopers and the 
Urban Land Institute. The report gives 
Metro Vancouver the best real estate 
outlook in Canada for 2020. •

LOFTY ASPIRATIONS: (Clockwise from 
top) Artist's rendering of the redeveloped 

Oakridge Centre; Latimer Heights in 
Langley; the Squamish Nation's imagined 

Senákw village on either side of the 
Burrard Bridge in Vancouver





SURREY

A t the heart of Metro 
Vancouver, Surrey is 

rising from the ground up as 
Canada’s next metropolitan 
centre. The provincial and 
federal governments have 
invested over $1.5 billion 
into long-term innovation 
programs, university 
research, and infrastructure 
in Surrey over the last 5 
years, including Surrey 
City Centre’s SkyTrain 
rapid transit extension. 
These investments are 
transforming Surrey City 
Centre into a tech hub where 
collaborations between 
industry, government, and 
academia are spurring new 
inventions that harness the 
power of next generation 
technologies.

TECH TALENT THAT 
CHALLENGES 
CONVENTIONAL 
THINKING.

Our University District, 
anchored by Simon Fraser 
University and Kwantlen 
Polytechnic University, is 
producing critical thinkers 
and engineers that challenge 
the status quo and chart 
new paths to innovation. 
Our problem solvers push 

against the grain to gain new 
heights in STEM, creative 
arts, mechatronics, and 
more.  
Home to Western 
Canada’s first sustainable 
environmental engineering 
program, the provincial 
government has also 
recently invested 
$17M into building BC’s first 
quantum algorithms institute 
in Surrey City Centre.  

STRATEGIC LAUNCHPAD 
TO REGIONAL & GLOBAL 
MARKETS. 

Our modern and expanding 
infrastructure gives you 
access to Downtown 
Vancouver, Vancouver 
International Airport, the 
US-Canada border, and two 

major international ports 
within an hour from Surrey 
City Centre. Our high-
speed broadband internet 
connections also provide 
Surrey-based companies 
with lightning speeds across 
the Pacific Northwest and 
across Canada.   

THE OPPORTUNITY 
IS HERE. THE 
OPPORTUNITY IS NOW. 

Surrey City Centre offers a 
time-bound opportunity to 
get in at ground zero in the 
beginning chapters of our 
transformation story. With 
over 1,500 new residents 
a month and one of the 
youngest and most diverse 
populations in the nation, 
locating here provides you 

with an urban downtown 
environment with access 
to parks, recreation, large 
events, and restaurants, all 
within some of the most 
affordable home prices in the 
Pacific Northwest.  

START THE 
CONVERSATION. 

Over 100 tech companies 
have made Surrey home 
in the last 4 years. Contact 
Invest Surrey & Partners at 
invest@surrey.ca to discover 
your next opportunity here.

INVEST SURREY & 
PARTNERS, CITY OF 
SURREY 
invest@surrey.ca 
investsurrey.ca

SURREY CITY CENTRE, CANADA’S CITY CENTRE OF THE FUTURE
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NEW WESTMINSTER

ACTIVE, ENGAGED AND ACCESSIBLE 

Located at the heart of Metro 
Vancouver, New Westminster 

is less than 30 minutes from 
downtown Vancouver, YVR, and 
the US border. With five SkyTrain 
stations, New West is easily 

accessed by public transit, and 
has industrial connections via 
river, road, and rail. 

COMPETITIVE
Businesses that locate here enjoy 

competitive lease rates and a 
strong, supportive community. 
New Westminster continues to 
make the cost of doing business 
even more attractive in a number 
of ways, including participation 
in an inter-municipal business 
licence program, which provides 
a more affordable licencing 
option for businesses involved in 
construction and maintenance of 
buildings and properties. 

PROGRESSIVE
As Western Canada’s original city, 
New Westminster has a history of 
creating opportunity and setting 
trends. Businesses and residents 
today have access to BridgeNet, 
a city-owned fibre network that 
creates opportunities for multiple 
internet service providers to offer 
high speed internet access at 
competitive rates. 

RECOGNIZED
Recently, New Westminster was 
awarded SMART21 status by the 

Intelligent Community Forum (ICF) 
for its work meeting the demand 
of the broadband economy and 
in growing a prosperous and 
digitally-inclusive community. It 
was chosen from a global list of 
400 cities.

Supported by an active and 
engaged economic development 
office and bolstered by its 
reputation as a central, 
competitive and progressive 
community, the City of New 
Westminster is an ideal location 
for business to thrive and grow. 

Be part of the success. Invest in 
New West.

Contact 
ECONOMIC  
DEVELOPMENT OFFICE 
CITY OF NEW WESTMINSTER
604-527-4536
info@investnewwest.ca
www.investnewwest.ca

NewWestPromoted.indd   1 2/21/20   3:42 PM

SURREY

A t the heart of Metro 
Vancouver, Surrey is 

rising from the ground up as 
Canada’s next metropolitan 
centre. The provincial and 
federal governments have 
invested over $1.5 billion 
into long-term innovation 
programs, university 
research, and infrastructure 
in Surrey over the last 5 
years, including Surrey 
City Centre’s SkyTrain 
rapid transit extension. 
These investments are 
transforming Surrey City 
Centre into a tech hub where 
collaborations between 
industry, government, and 
academia are spurring new 
inventions that harness the 
power of next generation 
technologies.

TECH TALENT THAT 
CHALLENGES 
CONVENTIONAL 
THINKING.

Our University District, 
anchored by Simon Fraser 
University and Kwantlen 
Polytechnic University, is 
producing critical thinkers 
and engineers that challenge 
the status quo and chart 
new paths to innovation. 
Our problem solvers push 

against the grain to gain new 
heights in STEM, creative 
arts, mechatronics, and 
more.  
Home to Western 
Canada’s first sustainable 
environmental engineering 
program, the provincial 
government has also 
recently invested 
$17M into building BC’s first 
quantum algorithms institute 
in Surrey City Centre.  

STRATEGIC LAUNCHPAD 
TO REGIONAL & GLOBAL 
MARKETS. 

Our modern and expanding 
infrastructure gives you 
access to Downtown 
Vancouver, Vancouver 
International Airport, the 
US-Canada border, and two 

major international ports 
within an hour from Surrey 
City Centre. Our high-
speed broadband internet 
connections also provide 
Surrey-based companies 
with lightning speeds across 
the Pacific Northwest and 
across Canada.   

THE OPPORTUNITY 
IS HERE. THE 
OPPORTUNITY IS NOW. 

Surrey City Centre offers a 
time-bound opportunity to 
get in at ground zero in the 
beginning chapters of our 
transformation story. With 
over 1,500 new residents 
a month and one of the 
youngest and most diverse 
populations in the nation, 
locating here provides you 

with an urban downtown 
environment with access 
to parks, recreation, large 
events, and restaurants, all 
within some of the most 
affordable home prices in the 
Pacific Northwest.  

START THE 
CONVERSATION. 

Over 100 tech companies 
have made Surrey home 
in the last 4 years. Contact 
Invest Surrey & Partners at 
invest@surrey.ca to discover 
your next opportunity here.

INVEST SURREY & 
PARTNERS, CITY OF 
SURREY 
invest@surrey.ca 
investsurrey.ca

SURREY CITY CENTRE, CANADA’S CITY CENTRE OF THE FUTURE
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find out why people

living and working in

chilliwack

love

lifeinchilliwack.com
businessinchilliwack.com
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CHILLIWACK

Chilliwack is one of the 
best places to operate a 

business in the Lower Mainland 
and the Fraser Valley. Located 
in a regional market of about 2.8 
million people, with easy access 
to international freight ways, 
Chilliwack is ideally situated 
for industrial, commercial and 
institutional businesses.

The City of Chilliwack is 
committed to maintaining 
a competitive business 
environment by working with 
the business community and 
implementing development 
processes that lead to success. 
Chilliwack has the fastest 
approval times in the Lower 
Mainland for development 
and building permits, rezoning 
applications and subdivision 
approvals.

With a mild climate, 
proximity to spectacular 
outdoor activities, a wide range 

of recreational opportunities, 
and all the amenities of any 
major urban centre, Chilliwack 
has become one of British 
Columbia’s most desirable 
places to live and work. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Chilliwack Economic Partners 
Corporation (CEPCO) is 
responsible for attracting and 
facilitating economic growth 
for the City of Chilliwack. 
CEPCO provides various 
business attraction and 
retention services, including site 
selection assistance, business 
relocation or expansion support, 
immigration investment and 
other related services.

CONTACT CEPCO
info@businessinchilliwack.com
businessinchilliwack.com
lifeinchilliwack.com
1-604-792-7839

CHILLIWACK OFFERS BUSINESS  
A WORLD OF ADVANTAGES

Chilliwack_Promoted_1/4.indd   24 2020-03-25   10:42 AM



COQUITLAM

INVEST, INNOVATE & 
GROW IN COQUITLAM
POPULATION: 150,000 
The City of Coquitlam, located in the 
heart of Metro Vancouver, is one of 
the fastest growing communities 
in BC. The population of Coquitlam 
is estimated to be 176,000 by 2021 
and 224,000 by 2041. Coquitlam’s 
proximity to Vancouver, access to 
markets, transportation and housing 
options, recreation opportunities, a 
highly educated labour force, open 
and accessible local government 
and innovative business community 
are some of the factors that are 
driving growth. 

ECONOMIC GROWTH
Coquitlam is experiencing 
tremendous economic growth. 
Investment in public projects 
combined with significant 
investment in private sector 
developments (an average of 
$445M per year in building permit 
values the past five years), along 
with the growth of the business 

community, have made Coquitlam a 
popular destination for business.

PROXIMITY TO MARKETS
Coquitlam is located in the 
geographic centre of the lower 
mainland and is 40 minutes 
from downtown Vancouver and 
40 minutes from the US border. 
Coquitlam provides excellent 
access to the 2 million plus Metro 
Vancouver market and the 10 million 
citizen trading area that stretches 
from Vancouver, BC, to Oregon 
in the United States. Coquitlam’s 
proximity to the Vancouver and 
Abbotsford International airports 
and Port of Metro Vancouver 
also provides businesses with 
convenient access to the Pacific 
Rim.

TRANSPORTATION, 
INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
TECHNOLOGY
Coquitlam offers direct access to 
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major highways, railways, rapid 
transit (SkyTrain) and ports. 
The City owns QNet, a 90 km 
fibre network that provides 
low-cost broadband services to 
businesses and residents. 

QUALITY OF LIFE
Coquitlam has competitive 
housing prices, diverse housing 
types, high quality education 
options, diverse dining and 
shopping choices and accessible 
transportation services like 
buses, SkyTrain and the West 
Coast Express commuter train. 
Coquitlam has vast recreation 
opportunities, a variety of sport 
and cultural amenities and an 
expanding network of civic 
facilities. The City is also home 
to an extensive trail network 
and a variety of natural areas 
including provincial, regional and 
municipal parks, such as Mundy 
Park and the award winning 

Town Centre Park.

SUPPORTING BUSINESS 
SUCCESS 
The City of Coquitlam is 
committed to creating a business 
environment that fosters 
business growth and prosperity. 
The City has streamlined 
processes and is committed to 
the continuous improvement of 
the business environment. 

Contact us to learn more about the 
Coquitlam advantage. 

COQUITLAM - ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 
P: 604-927-3905  
E:  economicdevelopment@

coquitlam.ca 

CityofCoquitlam_Promoted.indd   32 2020-05-20   2:07 PM
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TOWNSHIP OF LANGLEY

The Township of Langley is 
on the move. As one of the 

fastest growing municipalities in 
Metro Vancouver, it is the ideal 
place to do business, evidenced 
by its transformation into one of 
the largest business centres in the 
Lower Mainland, hosting regional 
branches of major banking 
institutions and international legal 
and accounting firms. There are 
many reasons why it was named 
in the Top 3 Best Cities for Work 
in BC—it is in all ways the optimal, 
welcoming, and dynamic location 
destination where business excels.

Situated on the traditional 
territories of the Kwantlen, Katzie, 
Matsqui and Semiahmoo First 
Nations, the Township supports 
some 7,000 businesses with an 
expanding population projected to 
double by 2040. As an economic 
powerhouse in British Columbia, 
the local economy features 

numerous anchored sectors, a 
skilled labour force, an array of 
leading training and education 
facilities, and a fully integrated 
transportation network inclusive 
of road, rail, port and airport 
infrastructure. Capitalizing on 
its prime location along the 
Trans-Canada Highway and 
direct trade access opportunities 
into the United States through 
a commercial border crossing, 
the ability to successfully grow a 
business in the Township is clear.

Diversity is the cornerstone 
of the Township’s rapid and 
successful growth. Sectors 
anchored in the Township include 
aerospace, agriculture, creative/
film, manufacturing, professional 
services, retail, sport hosting, 
tourism, transportation and 
warehousing.

Trinity Western University 
and Kwantlen Polytechnic 

University are local accredited 
post-secondary institutions that 
ensure access to and availability 
of qualified and skilled local talent. 
Employers with workforce and skill 
development needs can find credit 
and non-credit courses from these 
and other specialized education 
and training facilities.

Of course, finding the right 
location is just as important for a 
business as it is for its employees. 
The Township promotes healthy 

and sustainable communities 
supporting a diverse mix of people 
of all ages while offering an 
affordable cost of living. There is 
an abundance of things to do that 
makes quality of life enjoyable. The 
Township of Langley is creating 
opportunities for businesses and 
our community to thrive.

POISED FOR GROWTH, 
OPEN FOR BUSINESS

TownshipofLangley_Profile_0520.indd   32 2020-05-19   3:14 PM





VANCOUVER ISLAND/COAST
▷ Campbell River
▷ Comox
▷ Courtenay
▷ Cowichan
▷ Duncan
▷ Esquimalt

▷ Ladysmith
▷ Lake Cowichan
▷ Langford
▷ Nanaimo
▷ North Cowichan
▷ Parksville

▷ Port Alberni
▷ Port Alice
▷ Port Hardy
▷ Port McNeill
▷ Powell River
▷ Qualicum Beach

▷ Saanich
▷ Sidney
▷ Sooke
▷ Tofino
▷ Ucluelet
▷ Victoria

SHARE OF B.C.
POPULATION17%

A s the base of the provincial government and a desirable 
destination for retirees from colder parts of Canada, 
Vancouver Island has long enjoyed a remarkably stable 

economy, with service industries dominating. In recent years, 
however, it has seen some of the province’s fastest population  
and economic growth.

To a large degree, this reflects a spillover from the more 
populous Lower Mainland, which, hemmed in by the Coast 
Mountains and the U.S. border, faces constraints on the 
availability of land. In response, growing numbers of people and 
companies have been trading the congestion of the mainland for 
the breathing room, shorter commutes and lower costs available 
on the Island—and a mostly milder, sunnier climate to boot.

That trend is expected to continue. “The region’s lower housing 
price point compared to the Mainland/Southwest Development 
Region and other higher-priced markets will continue to attract 
retirees as well as younger buyers seeking better affordability 
and lifestyle,” the Chartered Professional Accountants of B.C. 
predicted in their Regional Check-Up 2019. 

The 
Affordable 

Coast
Seeking space and more moderate costs,  

people and companies are moving to the Island,  
bringing opportunity with them

QUALITY OF LIFE: Powell River’s 
Resident Attraction Campaign has 
been almost too successful
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In fact, mainland-
based developers have 
been following the 
exodus: of the 20 rental 
apartment buildings under 
construction in downtown 
Victoria, nine are being 
built by Vancouver 
developers, among them 
BlueSky Properties, Concert 
Properties, Reliance 
Properties and Salient 
Group. Real estate advisory 
firm Colliers International 
reported a surge in rental 
unit construction and permit applications in 2019 
throughout the Capital Regional District.

BUILDING PERMITS SOAR
Buoyed by in-migration, the Island has been 
virtually immune from the general pullback in 
the Canadian real estate market over the past two 
years. Indeed, residential and mixed-use projects 
stalled or purchased out of bankruptcy years ago 
are going ahead, such as Onni Group’s 450-unit 
Colwood Corners in Victoria’s suburbs and 360-
acre Wyndansea project in Ucluelet. The revived 
Union Bay Estates project promises 2,900 homes 
on a 349-acre parcel in the Comox Valley.

Powell River’s Resident Attraction Campaign, 
launched in 2014 in response to downsizing at the 
town’s paper mill, has been almost too successful. 
More than half of home sales over the past two 
years have been to out-of-town buyers, real 
estate agents in this quieter, ferry-accessed part 
of the mainland coast say. The value of building 
permits nearly doubled between 2017 and 2018, 
and elementary school enrolment is on the rise. 
Newcomers are behind a slew of funky ventures 
such as Townsite Brewing and Point Group 
Hospitality; they are also the primary users of  
new coworking space the Innovation Hub.

Nanaimo, meanwhile, saw building permits 
balloon past $300 million in 2019, including three 
hotels. The city’s airport and marina facilities 
are undergoing major upgrades. Perhaps not 
surprisingly, one in 10 workers in the Vancouver 
Island/Coast region is employed in construction.

Even heavy industry has been moving to 
the Island. In April 2019, the new B.C. Vehicle 
Processing Centre in Nanaimo welcomed its 
first load of Mercedes-Benzes from Europe. 
The facility enables offshore carmakers to land 
vehicles destined for the Western Canadian 
market on the West Coast instead of bringing 
them overland from Halifax by truck or train.  
The owners of a 421-acre site adjacent to the  
Duke Point industrial area are applying for a 
rezoning that would create one of the largest 
industrial and office sites on the Island.

The Port Alberni Port Authority, meanwhile, 
is pursuing an ambitious plan to help alleviate 
congestion at mainland ports with a new Port 
Alberni Transshipment Hub (PATH). This 

$1.7-billion venture would see trans-Pacific 
shippers unload cargo containers at the mid-Island 
port for transfer onto barges destined for terminals 
around B.C.’s South Coast and Washington’s Puget 
Sound, saving shippers time and money currently 
spent waiting for a berth at the busier ports.

Businesses have been establishing toeholds 
the Island from farther afield, too, especially in 
the technology sector. Victoria, which welcomed 
Brazilian software firm Daitan Group in 2018, 
continues to attract tech companies in search of 
talent. Seattle-based NetMotion, a developer of 
software enabling remote workforces, decided last 
fall to expand its presence in the city after opening 
a 12-person office the previous year. Meanwhile, 
Swedish electronic gaming studio Stillfront spent a 
reported $120 million to acquire 10-year-old local 
game developer Kixeye.

The capital city’s office market has been strong, 
highlighted by the redevelopment of the Victoria 
Press Building into 120,000 square feet of office and 
retail space meant to house the head office of local 
financial services concern Merchant House Capital.

SUPPORTING ASSETS
Island tourism has hit new highs in recent years,  
at least partly thanks to the favourable exchange 
rate for American travellers. Arrivals at the region’s 
two major airports, Victoria International and 
Comox Valley, were up nine percent in 2018.

Although manufacturing on the Island is 
dominated by forest products, there are also 
significant players in food processing, ship and  
boat building, furniture making and aerospace.

The region also has a robust lineup of post-
secondary institutions, including UVic, Royal 
Roads University, Vancouver Island University, 
Camosun College and North Island College. 
Victoria, in fact, has the highest proportion of  
PhDs per capita in the province.

Campbell River is fast becoming known as an 
entrepreneurial hub as a result of the world-class 
economic development efforts. The newly created 
Campbell River Area Angel Group, in partnership 
with the city, is achieving significant results in 
technology sector attraction for new and emerging 
entrepreneurs. Campbell River is recognized not as 
a community that puts hurdles in the way, but one 
that says, “let’s figure out a way to get it done.” •

ISLAND BOUND: Port of Nanaimo and BCVPC’s new Vehicle Processing Centre offers  
Mercedes-Benz Canada new access to western Canada’s market

VANCOUVER ISL AND/COA ST

REGIONAL  
POPULATION

828,000

LARGEST CENTRES
VICTORIA, 
NANAIMO, 

COURTENAY

UNEMPLOYMENT  
RATE

5.1%

TOP EMPLOYERS  
BY INDUSTRY

Health care and  
social assistance

15.4%
Retail trade

12.5%
Construction

9.3%

FORECAST  
EMPLOYMENT  

GROWTH, 2018-28

153,800

BUILDING PERMIT  
VALUES (2018)

$2.5
BILLION

HOUSING STARTS 
(2018)

5,994

VALUE OF MAJOR  
PROJECTS PLANNED  

OR UNDER  
CONSTRUCTION

$31.1
BILLION

BUSINESS  
INCORPORATIONS  

(2019)

4,330
SOURCES: B.C. LABOUR  

MARKET OUTLOOK , BC STATS
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NANAIMO

LOOKING FOR A CITY THAT 
SUITS YOUR LIFESTYLE AND 
YOUR BUSINESS GOALS?
FIND YOUR BALANCE IN NANAIMO

In Canada and around 
the world, business is 

changing. Remote work 
is more accessible than 
ever, and work-life balance 
is no longer wishful 
thinking. Business leaders, 
entrepreneurs, professionals 
and their families want to 
achieve this balance without 
compromising work, education 
or business opportunities.

IN NANAIMO, WE ARE 
SEEING THIS HAPPEN IN 
REAL-TIME:
•  Nanaimo’s population growth 

rate has outpaced the 
regional district, Vancouver 
Island, BC and Canada.

•  There are almost 100,000 
current residents, an increase 
of 35% from 2001.

•   There has been an average 
growth of 3,000 new 
residents each year for the 
past five years.

IT’S NOT JUST PEOPLE 
CHOOSING NANAIMO—IT’S 
BUSINESSES, TOO:
•  There were 

6,233 business licences 
issued in 2019.

•   Over the past decade, the 
number of business licences 
issued has grown by 9%.

TO ACCOMMODATE THIS 
GROWTH, NANAIMO 
IS EXPERIENCING A 
BUILDING BOOM:
•  34 projects in the last two 

years had a minimum value 
of $2 million 

•  Building permits valued 
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$445.3 million in 2019, 
breaking Nanaimo’s previous 
all-time record of $253 
million in 2007.

•  The number of non-
residential building permits 
nearly quadrupled from 2018 
to 2019.

These reasons and many more 
are why Nanaimo was recently 
ranked the #1 Best Place to 
Work on Vancouver Island and 
#8 in all of British Columbia 
by BC Business magazine.

We invite you to join us. Grow 
your business—and your 

ideal life—in one of the most 
beautiful cities Canada has to 
offer. Come to Nanaimo and 
find your balance.

To learn more and to explore 
your opportunities, get in 
touch:
Amrit Manhas
Economic Development 
Officer
411 Dunsmuir Street,
Nanaimo, BC V9R 5J6
OFFICE: 250-755-4465 
EMAIL: amrit.manhas@
nanaimo.ca
WEBSITE: 
www.investnanaimo.ca
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We are here for the communities 
of British Columbia
The British Columbia Economic Development 
Association (BCEDA) founded Canada’s first 
Economic Disaster Recovery Program in 2012.  
Since that time, BCEDA has provided leadership 
in designing and implementing programs in BC, 
throughout Canada and even assisted in the United 
States.  

While each disaster is unique, the basics are the 
same. Residents, businesses and communities are 
impacted and the support needs to be given to help 
them recover. Programs must be developed to meet 
the immediate needs of the community. BCEDA 
has developed workshops to help communities 
be better prepared to overcome the economic 
impacts of disasters.

Never before has the need to work together 
been so prevalent. Understanding the impacts of 
COVID19 on our local community’s economy and 
sharing our efforts towards response and recovery 
is needed. We are all in this together.

Why Support Local?

• 25% of small businesses do not 
reopen after a major disaster

• Local businesses are owned and 
operated by your neighbours

• For every $100 spent with a local 
business, $46 is recirculated 
back into the local economy

• Local businesses are more likely 
to utilize other local businesses 
like banks, service providers, and 
more

• Small businesses create 7 in 10 
jobs

• Local businesses provide more 
support for community events, 
teams and charities

www.bceda.ca
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THOMPSON-OKANAGAN
▷ Barriere
▷ Cache Creek 
▷ Clearwater
▷ Clinton
▷ Golden
▷ Kamloops

▷ Kelowna
▷ Lytton
▷ Merritt
▷ Oliver
▷ Osoyoos
▷ Peachland

▷ Penticton
▷ Revelstoke
▷ Salmon Arm
▷ Summerland
▷ Vernon

SHARE OF B.C.
POPULATION12%

Diversity and Momentum
SUNNY FORECAST: Quails’ Gate 
Estate Winery (above); Kelowna's 
lakefront (below left) 

C ombining well-connected cities and a 
resource-based hinterland, the Thompson-
Okanagan has one of the most balanced 

and diverse economies in B.C. As the Chartered 
Professional Accountants of B.C. put it in 
their Regional Check-Up 2019, “Historically, 
Thompson-Okanagan’s economy has been based 
on forestry, mining, and agriculture. While 
these industries remain important, they are now 
part of a highly diverse economy dominated by 
service industries that have expanded with the 
region’s population and tourism growth.”

The construction of the four-lane Coquihalla 
and Okanagan Connector freeways, along with 
improved air travel links, in the 1980s and 1990s 
greatly improved the region’s accessibility 
and trade with surrounding urban centres 
Vancouver, Calgary, Edmonton and Seattle. 
This sparked a long-term boom in tourism, 
population growth and industrial development, 
as incoming holidaymakers, migrants and 
companies took advantage of the region’s 
relatively affordable real estate, moderate cost 
of living, picturesque orchards and wine country 
and reliably warm, sunny summer weather. 
Provincial government statistics show that 
the value of building permits issued for both 
residential and non-residential projects in this 
region has tripled since 1995.

CITIES RISING
That secular trend continues to this day—on 
a relative basis, the Thompson-0Okanagan 
enjoyed the strongest employment growth of all 
B.C. development regions in 2019, with job rolls 
rising 6.9 percent, Central 1 Credit Union noted 
in its year-end labour market report.

The transformation is especially evident 
in the region’s largest urban centre, Kelowna. 

The southern Interior continues to attract 
people, companies and economic activity  
from a variety of sources
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The lakefront city was named Western Canada’s 
best place for real estate investment in 2020 by 
Western Investor magazine. The publication noted 
how a dozen highrise condominium towers in 
various stages of construction—up to 36 storeys 
in the case of One Water Street—are transforming 
the city’s once-modest skyline. Eighteen rental 
buildings comprising nearly 1,600 units are under 
construction, too.

More than 300,000 square feet of office space 
is also on the way, including 80,000 square feet 
of class-A space downtown in the Bernard Block. 
Another notable addition is the Innovation Centre, a 
high-technology incubator. Rogers Communications 
has leased 32,000 square feet of another building 
under construction to house a customer service 
centre set to employ 350 when it opens this summer. 
On the industrial side, almost 180,000 square feet of 
space is in development in response to a 0.7-percent 
vacancy rate.

MULTIPLE ECONOMIC DRIVERS
Serving close to two million passengers in 2019, 
Kelowna International Airport is now the 10th-
busiest in Canada. The nine carriers flying out of 
YLW offer direct service to 10 Canadian cities as 
well as Seattle, Las Vegas, Phoenix and various 
vacation spots in Mexico.

According to Brea Lake, recently appointed 
CEO of Accelerate Okanagan, technology is 
now a $1.7-billion industry in the region. Long a 
development centre for Disney Online Studios, the 
Okanagan Valley boasts nearly 700 tech companies 
employing more than 12,000 workers.

Kamloops, the home of Thompson Rivers 
University, has become one of the fastest-growing 
cities in the region. New housing, commercial and 
industrial development is fuelling an economic 
boom. A strong economic development program 
and supportive local government is creating  
opportunities for entrepreneurs and new businesses.

CONNECTED: (top)  
Yeti Farm animation 
studio in Kelowna;  
(left) Kelowna 
International Airport, 
now one of the 10 
busiest in Canada

REGIONAL  
POPULATION

590,000

LARGEST CENTRES
KELOWNA, KAMLOOPS, 
VERNON, PENTICTON, 

SALMON ARM

UNEMPLOYMENT  
RATE

5.5%

TOP EMPLOYERS  
BY INDUSTRY

Health care and  
social assistance

14%
Retail trade

12.3%
Construction

10.9%

FORECAST 10-YEAR 
EMPLOYMENT 

GROWTH

91,200

BUILDING PERMIT  
VALUES (2018)

$2.2
BILLION

HOUSING STARTS  
(2018)

5,070

VALUE OF MAJOR  
PROJECTS PLANNED  

OR UNDER  
CONSTRUCTION

$20.5
BILLION

BUSINESS  
INCORPORATIONS  

(2019)

3,659
SOURCES: B.C. LABOUR  

MARKET OUTLOOK , BC STATS
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In the Shuswap region, Salmon Arm continues 
to see tremendous growth, and the new Salmon 
Arm Innovation Centre is driving expansion in the 
downtown core and encouraging entrepreurship.

Even outside the cities, the southern Interior of 
B.C. has a diverse economy featuring fruit growing 
and processing, winemaking, ranching, mining 
(mostly copper), manufacturing (machinery, 
plastics, boats, aerospace), hydroelectric power 
generation and a wide variety of tourism-oriented 

businesses (ski resorts, fishing lodges, wineries,  
golf courses).

As in other parts of the province, the once-
dominant forest industry is having to adapt to fickle 
demand for lumber and a reduced timber supply 
due to beetle and forest fire damage. There are 
success stories in the sector, however. Structurlam 
Mass Timber Corp. of Penticton expanded its 
workforce to 290 last year with the addition of 
70 positions at its four B.C. plants. The company 
is a leading manufacturer of cross-laminated 
timber and other engineered wood products that 
are increasingly used by builders as a low-carbon 
replacement for structural steel.

More than any other region in B.C., the 
Thompson-Okanagan is likely to see an economic 
boost from construction of the Trans Mountain 
Expansion Project. At the beginning of this year, 
there were an estimated 4,200 workers engaged 
on the project, which will roughly triple the 
capacity of the existing Trans Mountain  
pipeline bringing crude oil from Edmonton to a 
tanker terminal in Burnaby. In the Thompson-
Okanagan, the route traverses the North 
Thompson, Nicola and Coldwater valleys, passing 
through Kamloops, among other communities. 
Estimates of the project’s expenditure run from 
$7.4 billion to $9.3 billion before it comes into 
service in 2022. •

THOMPSON OKANAGAN

INDUSTRIAL STRENGTH: 
Kamloops (top) serves as an  

operations hub for the 
multibillion-dollar Trans 

Mountain Expansion Project; 
Penticton (bottom) is a 

picturesque lakeside city in 
Okanagan wine country
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MERRITT

MERRITT: WHERE WE 
FLOURISH UNDER THE 
SUN TOGETHER
Welcome to Merritt, British 

Columbia, and the 
beautiful Nicola Valley. The City of 
Merritt’s Economic Development 
Department is here to provide quality 
information, increase the growth and 
competitiveness of our value-added 
sectors, work to attract investment and 
promote the City of Merritt.

LOCATION
Located at the intersection of key major 
transportation routes, the City of Merritt 
offers transportation and distribution to 
all points throughout B.C. and beyond. 
Relocating, building or establishing 
your business in Merritt is a smart 
business decision and a wise lifestyle 
choice.

EDUCATION
In Merritt, 27% of the population is 
under 25 years of age, and 43% of the 
community is under the age of 40. To 
serve its growing population, the city 

offers five elementary schools, one 
high school, one Community Learning 
Centre and the Nicola Valley Institute of 
Technology (NVIT).

TAX EXEMPTION PROGRAM
Progressive taxation policies to 
encourage business growth and 
attraction are the cornerstone of our 
business-friendly environment. The City 
of Merritt has a four-year revitalization 
tax exemption bylaw that offers up to 
100 percent in year one and scales 
down to 25 percent in year four before 
returning to regular taxes.

A LIFESTYLE CHOICE
Merritt supports the longest established 
franchise in the B.C. Junior Hockey 
League. There is a modern aquatic 
centre, a skateboard park and children’s 
water park, sports fields, tennis courts 
and a nine-hole golf course. There are 
also mountain bike, ATV and hiking trail 
networks surrounding the city. 

EVENT DESTINATION
There is always something going on 
from the Bass Coast Music and Art 
Festival and the Rockin’ River Festival, 
to rodeos and stock car races. The 
City of Merritt caps off the year 
with the Merritt Country Christmas 
parade—one of North America’s 
largest night Christmas parades. 
Looking for the perfect place to hold 
your next event? Reach out to our 
Economic Development Manager 
today. 

NEW INITIATIVES
The Bayshore Minerals Mine is set 
to open east of Merritt. The city has 
implemented a new geographic 
information system (GIS) to showcase 
available land and infrastructure, and 

new for 2020 are the city’s zoning 
bylaw review and rewrite, a review of 
the official community plan and work 
on a cycling network plan.
The city has implemented the Age-
Friendly and Accessibility Advisory 
Committee, the Youth Advisory 
Committee and the Merritt Airport 
Advisory Committee, and council 
has identified new strategic priorities 
including downtown revitalization, a 
communications strategic plan and a 
housing needs assessment.  

Contact: WILL GEORGE
Economic Development Manager
CITY OF MERRITT
Phone: 250-378-8619
Email: wgeorge@merritt.ca
Website: www.merritt.ca
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250.550.3249 | ecdev@vernon.ca | investvernon.ca

There’s a reason why Vernon is consistently voted as one of the Best 

Places to Work in BC. We’ve built a thriving business community with 

unmatched quality of life. Our story is one of bike trails, champagne 

powder, colour defying lakes and active lifestyles. Contact us today to 

find out how your company can join in the success.

KALAMALKA LAKE PROVINCIAL PARK/Robb Thompson

ACTIVATE  YOUR BUSINESS
VERNON, BRITISH COLUMBIA

VERNON

Welcome to Vernon 
and the sunny North 

Okanagan where our casual 
lifestyle matched with 
spectacular outdoor recreation 
opportunities has led Vernon 
to become one of the most 
diversified communities 
in BC. Serving a regional 
population of over 100,000, the 
community is surrounded by 
three lakes and is well known 
for its hot summers and mild 
winters, which have attracted 
businesses and residents from 
across the globe.

 As one of the fastest growing 
communities in BC, Vernon 
is seeing strong employment 
growth in our professional 
services sector, the traditional 
resource sectors of forestry 
and agriculture, as well as 
the tourism, technology, 
manufacturing and service 
sectors.

 Ongoing public investments 
ensure Vernon and the region 
are desirable places to locate. 
Recent public investments 
include the acquisition of the 
Okanagan Rail Trail, a major 
hospital expansion, library, 
secondary school and a new  
ice arena. The City of Vernon 
has been investing in improved 
civic infrastructure, transit 
expansion and trail connections 
to enhance livability.

 Companies seeking to locate 
in Vernon have access to a 
highly skilled workforce. The 

University of BC Okanagan and 
Okanagan College campuses 
ensure employers have access 
to the best and brightest to  
help their business grow.

 Vernon offers excellent 
transportation linkages be they 
road, rail for industrial users 
or passenger air service. The 
Kelowna International Airport 
is located 25 minutes from 
downtown Vernon and moves 
over 2 million passengers a 
year. The airport offers many 
direct flights to destinations 
such as Seattle, Vancouver, 

Toronto, Calgary,  
Edmonton and Victoria.

With a strong sense of 
community and beautiful 
Okanagan location, Vernon 
offers a great business climate 
and unmatched livability.  
We invite you to Activate  
Life in Vernon.

  

POPULATION: 
43,500

For more information contact:  
Kevin Poole, Manager of Economic 
Development and Tourism,  
City of Vernon  |  P: 250-550-3249 
E:  ecdev@vernon.ca, 
www.investvernon.ca
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THOMPSON-OKANAGAN

PEAK PERFORMER: 
Popular with tourists for its 
many outdoor attractions, 
Revelstoke has a diverse 
economy that also spans 
transportation and forestry

CITY OF WEST KELOWNA

West Kelowna experienced a 
strong 2019 with more than 

$140 million of development in the 
community—well above its 10-year 
average that brought on a number 
of new multi-family, industrial, 
agricultural and residential 
developments to the community.

“We continue to see strong 
interest in our community for 
inbound investment on a wide 
range of projects,” says John 
Perrott, economic development 
and tourism manager for the City 
of West Kelowna. “These new 
developments have been part of 
our story as one of the steadily 
growing communities in the 
province over the last ten years.”

These new developments are 
helping to support a growing 
business community. In 2019, 
the City licensed more than 
2,100 businesses to operate in 
the community, including 400 
commercial businesses and 300 
industrial businesses. As these 

businesses continue to grow, 
entrepreneurs look to the new 
developments in the community 
for expanded locations and homes 
for their staff.

“In West Kelowna, 
entrepreneurs and investors are 
finding a great balance between 
business opportunity and quality 
of life, making it an easy choice for 
them on where to invest,” Perrott 
says. 

 Looking ahead into 2020, the 
City continues to welcome new 
development projects, including 
the final phases of a multi-phase 
industrial project, a new 900-unit 
neighborhood, and a number of 
new wineries and craft breweries, 
to the community.

Contact: 
JOHN PERROTT
Economic Development Officer 
for the City of West Kelowna 
778-797-2215 
www.investwestkelowna.com.

WEST KELOWNA CONTINUES
TO GROW INTO 2020

WestKelowna_Profile_0520.indd   24 2020-05-21   2:47 PM



KOOTENAY
▷ Castlegar
▷ Cranbrook
▷ Creston
▷ Fernie
▷ Grand Forks
▷ Invermere

▷ Kaslo
▷ Kimberley
▷ Nakusp
▷ Nelson
▷ New Denver
▷ Radium Hot Springs

▷ Rossland
▷ Slocan
▷ Sparwood
▷ Trail SHARE OF B.C.

POPULATION3.1%

R ossland is a quaint, historic 
mountain town that, during 
the winter months, makes a 

great backdrop for a Christmas card. 
Boasting legendary powder skiing and 
hundreds of kilometres of mountain 
bike trails, it’s a well-kept secret among 
the international fraternity of outdoor 
adventure seekers.

So it came as a surprise to some 
big-city types last December when 
local information technology startup 
Fulcrum Management Solutions 
attracted $20 million in funding from 
venture capital firms in Seattle, Toronto 
and Vancouver. The money will be 
used to expand sales of Fulcrum’s 
Thoughtexchange stakeholder feedback 
tool in North America and beyond.

Fulcrum, which had raised more than 
$10 million in earlier financing rounds 
and counts Fortune 500 companies and 
some 500 school districts among its 
clients, was founded in 2009 and has 140 
employees. Although not all are based in 
Rossland, its story says something about 
the way the Kootenays’ high quality 
of life, combined with an affordable cost 
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POSTCARD PERFECT: 
Rossland is home to Fulcrum 

Management Solutions, which 
recently raised $20 million in 

venture capital

CONTINUED ON PAGE 38  
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The Enduring 
Appeal of 
Mountain Towns
Affordable and off the beaten path, B.C.’s southeast corner is attracting  
a new breed of business





of living, is attracting young talent and giving rise 
to a new breed of knowledge-based company in this 
quiet corner of B.C.

While Fulcrum is expanding in Rossland, 
Burnaby-based Salesforce consulting and 
implementation firm Traction on Demand opened 
a Nelson office in 2019 that it expects to grow to 20 
positions. Greg Malpass, the company’s CEO (who 
himself hails from Nelson), cited modest housing 
costs, a vibrant community and short commuting 
times as reasons to set up shop in the Kootenays. 

Last year also saw the Nelson Innovation Centre 
open its doors in the historic Canadian Pacific 
Railway building in the city’s downtown. “Nelson 
Innovation Centre will help to position our region 
as a destination for technology entrepreneurs and 
workers,” says Andrea Wilkey, executive director  
of Community Futures Central Kootenay.

KNOWLEDGE-INTENSIVE
In Trail, the MIDAS Fab Lab, a business incubator 
focused on digital fabrication, has in its two years 
of existence trained more than 100 workers, 
supported the development of some 90 prototypes, 
created or expanded a dozen businesses and helped 
generate $3 million in sales.

Meanwhile, in Canal Flats in the East Kootenay, 
the Columbia Lake Technology Centre provides 
a home for value-added businesses including 
PodTech Innovation, a fabrication shop operated 
by BID Group of Prince George, local real estate 
manager CL Holdings and the sustainability-
focused Columbia Lake Ranch on a site left vacant 
by a sawmill closure.

This growth in technology and knowledge-
intensive jobs is welcome, because both the forest 
industry and the oil and gas sector in neighbouring 
Alberta, which has provided construction and 
trades-related employment for many in the region 
over the years, faced significant headwinds in 2019. 
But even companies in the resources sector have 
been adapting and moving away from low-value 
commodity exports. Kalesnikoff Lumber Co. of 
Castlegar, for example, has invested $35 million in 
a facility to manufacture products for mass timber 
construction, which enables builders to construct 
highrises out of wood fibre with a much lower carbon 
footprint than traditional steel construction.

The mining industry, centred on Teck Resources’ 
metallurgical coal operations in the Elk Valley 
and lead-zinc smelter in Trail, has been stable in 
recent years, with a small increase in employment 
recorded in 2018. Tourism receipts have likewise 
been steady in the region, with tourist entries at 
airports and over the U.S. border rising a healthy  
6.4 percent in 2018 and room rates climbing.

“The largest employment growth was seen in 
health care and social assistance, professional, 
scientific and technical services, and other 
services,” the Chartered Professional Accountants 
of B.C. stated in their Regional Check-Up 2019. 
“Health care and social assistance services 
flourished with new provincial and federal 
government initiatives to improve mental health, 
addictions support, and senior care, expand child 
care spaces, and address the shortage of primary 
health care providers.”

Migration into the Kootenay region from 
elsewhere in B.C. and from other provinces fuelled a 
population increase of 6.1 percent over the five years 
from 2013 to 2018, the CPAs noted. Not surprisingly, 
with the emergence of more skilled jobs, more than 
70 percent of the labour force aged 25 to 54 in the 
Kootenays now has at least some postsecondary 
education. This makes the region one of the better-
educated in B.C. Rising levels of education correlate 
with higher wages, which, combined with an average 
house price of less than $350,000, enables Kootenay 
residents to enjoy an enviable real-world standard 
of living. No wonder investment and people are 
making their way here! •

KOOTENAY

FROM PAGE 36

MOUNTAIN HIGH: Nelson is one of several Kootenay cities 
attracting technology ventures (top); Fernie (below) balances  
its traditional mining base with a growing reputation as a winter 
sports destination D
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REGIONAL  
POPULATION

160,000

LARGEST CENTRES
CRANBROOK, 

NELSON, 
CASTLEGAR, TRAIL

UNEMPLOYMENT  
RATE

4.4%

TOP EMPLOYERS  
BY INDUSTRY
Retail trade

12.6%
Health care and  

social assistance

11.4%
Construction

9.2%

FORECAST  
EMPLOYMENT  

GROWTH, 2018-28

24,100

BUILDING PERMIT  
VALUES (2018)

$363.3
MILLION

HOUSING STARTS  
(2018)

63
(CRANBROOK ONLY)

VALUE OF MAJOR  
PROJECTS PLANNED  

OR UNDER  
CONSTRUCTION

$9.1
BILLION

BUSINESS  
INCORPORATIONS 

(2019)

594
SOURCES: B.C. LABOUR  

MARKET OUTLOOK , BC STATS
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KOOTENAY

T  he Kootenay region is home 
to unmatched communities; 

some high in the mountains, some 
alongside beautiful lakes and 
rivers, others on fertile agricultural 
land. Surrounded by unrivalled 
natural beauty and limitless 
outdoor activities, each is unique.
Located in the southeast corner of 
BC, the Kootenays are something 
of a hidden gem. With 11 ski 
resorts, 9 natural hot springs and 
58 provincial parks, the region 
is a wilderness paradise. It’s no 
wonder that people are relocating 
to the area from urban centres like 
Vancouver, Kelowna and Calgary.

The region’s heritage and thriving 
arts and culture scene add to 
the many reasons Kootenay 
communities are wonderful places 
to live. Whether you’re looking for 
a job or a business opportunity, 
you can find it here in the 
Kootenays.
Learn more about the people 
who live, work and do business 
in the Kootenays by visiting 
imaginekootenay.com, a website 
full of information for people 
considering a move to the area.
The variety of sectors and 
industries throughout the region 
matches the variety of landscapes 
and communities. Find your niche 
in sectors including resource 
extraction, technology, agriculture, 
construction, manufacturing, 
tourism, education or the arts.
Working here means engaging 
work with office views to die for. 
Think lunch breaks by the lake 
with a mountain backdrop. Think 

commuting by bicycle with few, 
if any, traffic lights along the way. 
Coworking space is more than a 
concept here, it is a reality.
Entrepreneurs are welcome 
in the Kootenays! The local 
business economy is supportive, 
and opportunities are plentiful. 
Whether you are starting out, 
looking for a career change, 
relocating or expanding your 
business, you need to check out 
the Kootenays.
The Kootenays are home to 

business operations from many 
market sectors full of exciting and 
diverse career opportunities at all 
levels. We can help you find your 
niche.
If you want a great mix of work and 
lifestyle, come to the Kootenays. 
Run your business in one of the 
most spectacular regions in 
Canada.
Imaginekootenay.com connects 
small business buyers and sellers 
in our communities. We are here to 
help. Imagine the opportunities!

IMAGINE 
KOOTENAY

CommunityFutures_Kootenay_Promoted.indd   32 2020-03-25   12:08 PM



Metal Tech Alley invites 
innovators, entrepreneurs 

and business leaders to The 
Industrial Circular Economy 
Conference—a chance to build 
global connections, transfer 
knowledge, explore opportunities, 
create new partnerships and 
experience an Industrial Circular 
Economy (ICE) in action. 

“ICE2021 is a business 
imperative for any industrial 
manufacturer that wants to 
remain competitive domestically 
and globally, shrink their 
environmental footprint and 
create value throughout the 
product life cycle,” says Tim 
Grouette, executive director, 
Lower Columbia Initiatives 
Corporation.

ICE 2021 will host exclusive 
facility tours so attendees can see 
the industrial circular economy 
in action. Panel discussions on 
biobased resources and other 
trends introduce the knowledge 
participants need to transform 
businesses, and innovators at the 

forefront of the Industrial Circular 
Economy will share keynote 
addresses and opportunities to 
learn and grow. 

“Transitioning to an Industrial 
Circular Economy is more than 
good business sense—it’s a 
necessity for manufacturers to 
remain competitive in today’s 
evolving landscape,” says 
Grouette. “There’s no better 
place to learn about the Industrial 
Circular Economy than ICE2021 
in Trail. A dynamic and thriving 
part of the interior, Trail is home 
to many early adopters of the 
Industrial Circular Economy. It has 
become an innovation hub and 
serves as a national model for the 
sector.”

Metal Tech Alley is a 
collaborative partnership led by 
the Lower Columbia Initiatives 
Corporation (LCIC) and its 
community partners of Trail, 
Rossland, Fruitvale, Montrose, 
Warfield and Regional Districts 
A and B. 

Self-described as a cluster of 

great minds and opportunities 
leading the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution, Metal Tech Alley 
brings together leaders from 
industry, technology, institutions 
and government to spearhead 
business opportunities in digital 
fabrication and advanced 
materials and metallurgy, 
industrial recycling and the 
circular economy, the industrial 
Internet of Things and big data 
technology. 

“MTA provides an attractive 
proposition for businesses 
and entrepreneurs through 
providing mountain lifestyle, 
location, access to markets and 
affordability,” Grouette says. “As 
such, Metal Tech Alley is receiving 
interest from businesses and 
individuals considering relocating 
from the city.”

Metal Tech Alley’s collaborative 
business approach results in a 
high degree of innovation

and business success with 
companies embracing new 
technology and innovative ideas 

the differentiate and build unique 
offers to the global marketplace. 

“Businesses that locate 
in Metal Tech Alley can take 
advantage of a range of 
unparalleled support services and 
partnerships that can fast track 
ideas into a credible business 
offer,” Grouette says. “The cost 
of doing business in Metal 
Tech Alley is vastly lower than 
in large city locations allowing 
for an immediate competitive 
advantage.

Learn more about Metal 
Tech Alley and the Industrial 
Circular Economy Conference 
at metaltechalley.com/ICE2020. 
The 2020 event has been 
postponed to June 8-10, 2021 due 
to Covid-19 guidelines. Sign up 
to our newsletter on our website 
to stay up to date with the latest 
information. 

metaltechalley.com
facebook.com/metaltechalley 
twitter.com/metaltechalley

JUNE 8-10, 2021 IN TRAIL, BRITISH COLUMBIA
THE INDUSTRIAL CIRCULAR ECONOMY CONFERENCE

LCIC_Profile_0520.indd   14 2020-05-19   2:58 PM
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CARIBOO
▷ 100 Mile House
▷ Barkerville
▷ Mackenzie
▷ McBride
▷ Prince George
▷ Quesnel

▷ Valemount
▷ Wells
▷ Williams Lake

SHARE OF B.C.
POPULATION4%

T he Cariboo, encompassing the forested 
plateau country at British Columbia’s 
heart, is a region populated by a younger, 

more working-age demographic than the 
province as a whole. More than in other regions, 
its residents are likely to live in rural areas and 
work in goods-producing industries, from cattle 
ranching to metal fabrication.

The exception to this rule is the region’s 
largest city, Prince George. Located at almost 
the geographic centre of the province and at 
the crossroads of major road and rail corridors, 
Prince George is known as the “Hub City” of 
northern B.C. That also makes it a service centre 
as well as the logistical staging area for some 
massive construction projects underway in 
neighbouring regions: the Site C hydroelectric 
dam, the Trans Mountain oil pipeline expansion, 
and the LNG Canada terminal and its associated 
Coastal GasLink natural gas pipeline. 

OUTSTANDING POTENTIAL
The Cariboo’s capital has been buzzing of late 
with engineers, building contractors and all 
manner of suppliers for the sizable crews at work 
in these typically remote work sites. In 2019, 
for the second year in a row, the city smashed 
its previous record for the number and value 
of building permits—a total of 611 projects 
collectively worth $223 million. “Council is 
extremely pleased to see these important 
economic indicators for Prince George are 
continuing to trend upward,” Mayor Lyn Hall 
said in announcing the year-end numbers. “We 
are also very pleased that investors, businesses 
and developers are recognizing the outstanding 
potential of our city."

But Prince George, which has known its share 
of booms and busts, is taking it all in stride. Its 

At the Centre  
of Things
The hard-working heart of B.C. is helping make huge capital projects happen

TO
P:

 U
N

IV
ER

SI
TY

 O
F 

N
O

RT
H

ER
N

 B
RI

TI
SH

 C
O

LU
M

BI
A

; R
IG

H
T:

 T
O

U
RI

SM
 P

RI
N

C
E 

G
EO

RG
E

NORTHERN 
CROSSROADS:  
(top to bottom) 

University of Northern 
British Columbia in 

Prince George; pulp 
and paper exports 
have helped offset 

poor lumber markets; 
Taseko Mines’ Gibraltar 

copper/molybdenum 
mine; downtown Prince 

George; (opposite page) 
the historic Prince 

George Railway Bridge
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economy is more diverse than it’s ever been. 
The University of Northern British Columbia, 
operating now for a quarter century, consistently 
ranks among the top universities of its size in 
Canada. The gloom in the lumber side of the 
forest industry has been offset somewhat by a 
better performance in pulp and paper. As the 
Chartered Professional Accountants of B.C. 
noted in their Regional Check-Up 2019,  
“A substantial increase in the demand for 
pulp from Asian countries, particularly China, 
contributed to a solid year for the Cariboo’s 
pulp producers. In 2018, the value of British 
Columbia’s pulp exports rose by $766 million,  
or 22.1 percent.”

And there are tantalizing prospects for 
Prince George’s future. Last summer, Calgary-
based West Coast Olefins unveiled plans for a 
$5.6-billion petrochemical plant on a 300-acre 
former railyard. Drawing on energy carrier 
Enbridge’s West Coast natural gas pipeline for its 
feedstock, the operation would produce ethylene 
and plastic in two stages. West Coast Olefins 
president and CEO Ken James cited the low 
cost of Canadian gas and lower shipping costs to 
markets in Asia than rivals on the U.S. Gulf Coast 
as competitive advantages for the proposal. 
The company said it intends to make a final 
investment decision on the plant, which would 
support 1,000 ongoing jobs, by the end of 2020.

In the more immediate term, Enbridge 
is beginning a project to install three new 
compressors in the Prince George vicinity along 
its Transportation South (T-South) pipeline, 
which runs from just south of Chetwynd in 
northeast B.C. to the U.S. border. The so-called 
T-South reliability and expansion program is 
expected to create as many as 300 jobs over the 
next 18 to 24 months.

“Prince George experienced a construction 
boom due to an influx of residential and 
institutional/government development,” 
the CPAs summarized, “while Williams Lake 
generated a considerable amount of industrial 
and residential building construction.”

Thanks in large part to recent investments in 
production efficiency, the Gibraltar mine north 
of Williams Lake has maintained production 
despite wavering prices for copper. Fortunately, 
work continues bringing the nearby Bonanza 
Ledge gold mine into full production, which will 
benefit both Quesnel and Williams Lake.

TRANSITION STRATEGY
Faced with a combination of cyclically low 
lumber prices and significant cutbacks in 
the timber supply due to the mountain pine 
beetle infestation, Quesnel has come up with 
a comprehensive Economic Development 
Transition Strategy that focuses on three 
themes: destination development; encouraging 
innovation in the forest, mining and agriculture 
industries; and retaining and attracting residents 
and businesses. A new school and a hospital 
expansion, combined with new investment in 
transportation infrastructure, are strengthening 
the community to capture new economic 
development activity. Recently a new Forestry 
Innovation Centre opened, along with a regional 
food hub and business incubator, Sprout Kitchen, 
all leading toward economic diversification.

The Council of Forest Industries has likewise 
published a report, Smart Future: A path 
forward for B.C.’s forest products industry, with 
60 recommendations to help forest-dependent 
communities boost value-added manufacturing 
and expand markets in areas such as low-carbon 
green building materials, among other strategies. •

REGIONAL 
POPULATION

166,000

LARGEST CENTRES
PRINCE GEORGE, 
WILLIAMS LAKE, 

QUESNEL

UNEMPLOYMENT 
RATE

7.5%

TOP EMPLOYERS  
BY INDUSTRY

Health care and  
social assistance

14.2%
Retail trade

12.8%
Manufacturing

11.3%

FORECAST 
EMPLOYMENT 

GROWTH, 2018-28

18,100

BUILDING PERMIT 
VALUES (2018)

$303.2
BILLION

HOUSING STARTS 
(2018)

541

VALUE OF MAJOR 
PROJECTS PLANNED 

OR UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION

$10.5 
BILLION

BUSINESS 
INCORPORATIONS 

(2019)

548
SOURCES: B.C. LABOUR  

MARKET OUTLOOK , BC STATS



QUESNEL

Located in the central interior 
of British Columbia, Quesnel 

is a vibrant community providing 
an affordable place to live, an 
opportune place to run a business 
and a welcoming community to be 
a part of. 

We’re a city where community 
comes first, and nature lends itself 
to both industry and recreation. Our 
lower cost of living enables you to 
find and maintain a higher standard 
of living and do a little more with 
the money you make. From home 
to work. Work to nature. We don’t 
spend our weeknights in a commute; 
we spend them on the lake or 
watching live performance arts. 

We’re thriving with opportunity. 
If you think of Quesnel as a forestry 
town, you’re not wrong. The forest 
sector is a major employer, but 
education, healthcare, agriculture, 
mining and tourism also play 
important roles in diversifying our 
local economy. 

From the natural to the 
industrial—here in Quesnel we do 
what we love and love what we 

do. With major manufacturers, 
entrepreneurs and skilled 
professionals choosing Quesnel as 
their home base, a broad range of 
jobs and services are available in 
our community. Quesnel is proud of 
its skilled and versatile workforce. 
With wages that are higher than the 
national average, residents have 
the means to enjoy all this area has 
to offer. 

Quesnel is a place where your 
business can prosper. Along with 
being located along major trade 
routes, we have a high-speed 
telecommunications infrastructure 
and exceptional business resources 
that can help you in relocating your 
business and assist in determining 
your competitive advantage to 
ultimately connect you to your 
customers.

Whatever your needs, we are 
here to help. We invite you to say 
hello to Quesnel and to join our 
well-connected, accessible and 
welcoming community.

Say hello at www.quesnel.ca

HELLO, QUESNEL

Quesnel_Profile_0520.indd   24 2020-03-23   9:56 AM
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NORTH COAST
▷ Hazelton
▷ Kitimat
▷ Masset
▷ New Hazelton
▷ Port Clements
▷ Port Edwards

▷ Port Simpson
▷ Prince Rupert
▷  Queen Charlotte  

City
▷ Sandspit
▷ Skidegate

▷  Telegraph  
Creek

▷ Terrace

SHARE OF B.C.
POPULATION1.2%

F or more than a decade, the prospect 
of developing a liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) industry tantalized North 

Coast communities hoping to get a piece of 
the multibillion-dollar facilities required 
to export Canadian natural gas to Asia. 
Now at last it is happening. As of year-end 
2019, more than 1,000 employees were at 
work on the site of LNG Canada’s terminal 
under construction in Kitimat. With a 
budget of $40 billion, LNG Canada is the 
largest capital project ever undertaken in 
the entire country. Its impact is being felt 
throughout the North Coast region—which 
now has the tightest labour market in 
B.C.—and beyond.

Ground is being levelled, pilings are 
being driven into the soil, docking areas 
are being dredged to accommodate the 
tankers that will take the product to 
Asian customers, and temporary on-site 
accommodations are being assembled 
for 4,500 workers. Employment on the 

Gateway to  
Asian Markets
Huge capital projects are transforming the North Coast economy
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CLEARING THE WAY: Dredging is 
taking place in Douglas Channel 
near Kitimat to allow future LNG 
carriers to dock



massive project is expected to reach 7,500 in the 
peak 2022-24 construction period.

Among the key participants is the Haisla Nation, 
which has signed a 12-year, $500-million contract 
to provide tugboat services to help tankers navigate 
the narrow channels to Kitimat. The Haisla have 
formed a joint venture with Seaspan Marine 
Transportation, HaiSea Marine, that will build 
the tugs, train 70 mariners and six onshore staff to 
provide the service. Members of the neighbouring 
Gitxaala and Gitga’at nations will also be eligible for 
employment with HaiSea.

ECONOMIC REBIRTH
LNG Canada, backed by Royal Dutch Shell and 
Malaysian national oil company Petronas, may be 
the first LNG project to get shovels in the ground, 
but there are still more proposals out there, such 
as Kitimat LNG and others planned for Prince 
Rupert. Last November, a Chinese company, Top 
Speed Energy Corp., announced a plan to build a 
smaller liquefaction plant in Terrace that would 
ship LNG to Asian and North American markets in 
intermodal containers.

“Most of the new jobs in Northwest B.C.’s service 
sector were generated in accommodation and 
food services, public administration and other 
services, reflecting demand for services to support 
growing interest and activity in mining and LNG 
in the North Coast,” the Chartered Professional 
Accountants of B.C. noted in their Regional Check-
up 2019.

But even apart from LNG, the region has been 
enjoying an economic rebirth, buoyed by long-
term developments. The Port of Prince Rupert, 
for example, continues to come into its own as 
the North American trade gateway closest to Asia. 
Its container terminal traffic grew 12 percent in 
2018, surpassing one million 20-foot equivalent 
units (TEUs) for the first time. Bulk cargo, 
meanwhile, rose 10 percent, to 26.7 million tonnes. 
One contributor to the growth was the opening 
of AltaGas’s propane export terminal, which 
began shipping in 2018. The increase in shipping 
activity seems bound to continue. Early in 2020, 
Vancouver-based Teck Resources signed a deal 
with Ridley Terminals to double (with an option 
to triple) the Prince Rupert terminal’s capacity to 

export metallurgical coal in the 2021-27 window.
Port expansion has created 1,000 new jobs since 

2016, welcome news for a city whose traditional 
employment base in the forest products and fishing 
industries has declined over the long term. The 
Port of Prince Rupert was allocated $153.7 million 
from the federal government’s National Trade 
Corridors Fund last fall to improve road and rail 
access as well as loading and logistics facilities.

Mineral exploration activity is also holding 
up through the low end of the commodity cycle. 
Despite tepid global demand for many minerals, 
the so-called Golden Triangle north of Stewart 
attracted $165 million in exploration spending 
in 2018, approximately half the total for the 
entire province. In August 2019, Australian major 
Newcrest Mining spent $804 million to acquire a 
70 percent stake in Red Chris, an operating gold 
and copper mine in the area—demonstrating that 
this area is on the radar of international investors.

The region’s other resource industries, forestry 
and fishing, aren’t doing as well. But even here, 
companies are adapting and finding new markets 
for new products.

Skeena Biofuels in Terrace just completed a 
$20-million plant that converts shavings and other 
waste from its sawmill to carbon-neutral fuel 
pellets for export. Overall, this is the North Coast’s 
time to shine. •  
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REGIONAL  
POPULATION

59,000

LARGEST CENTRES
PRINCE RUPERT, 

TERRACE, KITIMAT

UNEMPLOYMENT  
RATE

3.5%

TOP EMPLOYERS  
BY INDUSTRY
Retail trade

12.4%
Manufacturing

10.8%
Construction

10.5%
(INCLUDES NECHAKO)

FORECAST  
EMPLOYMENT  

GROWTH, 2018-28

13,000
(INCLUDES NECHAKO)

BUILDING PERMIT  
VALUES (2018)

$190.8
MILLION

HOUSING STARTS  
(2018)

174
(TERRACE AND PRINCE 

RUPERT ONLY)

VALUE OF MAJOR  
PROJECTS PLANNED  

OR UNDER  
CONSTRUCTION

$164
BILLION

BUSINESS  
INCORPORATIONS  

(2019)

136
SOURCES: B.C. LABOUR  

MARKET OUTLOOK , BC STATS

NEW INDUSTRY: The first delivery of propane feedstock arrives 
at AltaGas’s new export facility in Prince Rupert (top); Skeena 
Biofuels in Terrace (bottom) converts wood waste into fuel pellets 
for export



Terrace: The Hub of Northwest BC
The growing city of Terrace is 
at the heart of a region driving 
BC’s economy. 
In addition to the benefits of being a 1.5-
hour drive to the fastest growing port 
in North America and half that to reach 
the largest private sector investment in 
Canadian history, Terrace is emerging 
as a strategic investment location for 
several reasons: 

Room to Grow.

Grow your industrial business at the 
Skeena Industrial Development Park in 
Terrace, boasting 2,400 acres of heavy 
industrial land, with 1,200 acres of 
greenfield land cleared and ready for 
development. The SIDP started with a 
joint venture between the City of Terrace 
and the Kitselas First Nation, showing the 

local support for industrial development 
in the community. 

Your business can grow with Terrace 
and $613 million in education, forestry, 
health, and recreation projects set to 
contribute to the local economy. 

Diverse Labour Force.

Terrace’s private sector is supported by a 
diverse labour force of trades, technical, 
and professional occupations, and it’s 
kept stable by the affordable lifestyle 
and four-season leisure opportunities in 
the area.

Terrace embraces diversity, with 10% of 
the population composed of immigrants 

Deklan Corstanje 
Economic Development Manager 
City of Terrace

Contact the City of Terrace today.
250-615-4030 
dcorstanje@terrace.ca 
terrace.ecdev.org

and 23% identifying as First Nations 
or Metis. The hub of the Northwest is 
young, vibrant, and ever-changing.

Residential Development

Terrace has planned for growth, with 
more than $100 million in development 
over the last three years and the 
population estimated to grow to about 
20,000 in the local area by 2025.

Terrace’s refreshed Downtown 
Revitalization Tax Exemption Bylaw 
offers up to 100% municipal tax 
exemption for five years to residential 
and commercial-residential mixed use 
development in the downtown.
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K itimat beckons from the head 
of Douglas Channel next 

to Kitimat River. Its imploring 
wilderness is the perfect place 
for adventure seekers and 
nature lovers to find 
their happy places, 
and indoor and 
outdoor recreation 
facilities in in 
the community 
provide plenty 
of opportunity for 
an active, outdoor, 
coastal lifestyle. 
Kitimat’s location in the heart 
of northern B.C.’s stunning natural 
wilderness is only part of the 
reason its 9,000 residents love 
where they live. The community’s 
economy, previously driven by 
Rio Tinto—its largest employer 
and the province’s only aluminum 
smelter—changed forever in 
2018, thanks to LNG Canada’s 
commitment to build the country’s 
first LNG export facility. The $40 
billion project is the single largest 
private investment in Canada’s 
history and promises to both grow 

Kitimat’s population and provide 
an abundance of high-paying jobs 
in the region. 
LNG Canada and Coastal GasLink 

are currently working on an 
LNG liquefaction, storage 

and loading terminal 
in Kitimat to export 
LNG produced 
from the Montney 
Basin near Dawson 
Creek. The gas will 

be transported by 
the 670 km Coastal 

GasLink pipeline. This 
project will employ 4,500–7,500 

over the 2018–2025 construction 
period and create 300–450 
permanent jobs during operations 
(2025-2065). 
But LNG Canada is only the 
beginning. Several other 
ongoing and proposed industrial 
developments in the Kitimat 
region make the community a 
natural opportunity for business 
and investment. 
Rio Tinto’s $500 million BC Works 
Kemano T2 project (2017–2020) 
is a smelter project powered 

by Kemano Powerhouse, which 
receives water form the Nechako 
Reservoir via a single tunnel 
that is more than 60 years old. 
Completion of a second tunnel will 
ensure the long-term reliability 
of the power supply from the 
Kemano Powerhouse and keep 
300 people working over the 
construction period.  
Chevron Canada and Woodside 
are proposing to construct the 
Kitimat LNG facility to liquefy 
natural gas from B.C.’s Laird and 
Horn River basins. The natural gas 
to supply the liquefaction facility 
will be transported to the plant 
from Summit Lake, via the 480-km 
Pacific Trail Pipeline. 
Additional proposed developments 
include Cedar LNG—a Hasla First 
Nations small floating liquefaction 
and export facility along the west 
side of the Douglas Channel, 
and a 1.25 million tonne per year 
propane export project proposed 
by Pacific Traverse Energy. This 
project would ship propane to 
Asian customers. 
Oil projects are also important 

components of Kitimat’s 
developing economy. Kitimat 
Clean Oil Refinery is a proposed 
$22 billion green state of the art 
heavy oil refinery near Kitimat 
that would offer 2,500 permanent 
jobs. It would be one of the ten 
largest refineries in the world and 
the lowest cost producer of any 
refinery on the Pacific or Indian 
Oceans. As well, the Pacific Future 
Energy Oil Refinery, valued at 
$12–14 billion, is set to become 
the world’s greenest bitumen 
refinery and employ 3,500 over 
the construction period and 1,000 
permanently. 
Anyone looking for a solid 
connection to nature and some 
of B.C.’s most inviting economic 
prospects must explore the marvel 
of nature and industry in Kitimat.

For more information, visit
www.kitimat.ca or follow us on 
social media at:
facebook.com/kitimatdistrict 
twitter.com/KitimatDistrict
youtube.com/user/
DistrictofKitimat

A MARVEL OF NATURE AND INDUSTRY
KITIMAT

Stunning natural 
wilderness is only part 
of the reason its 9,000 
residents love where 

they live!
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opportunity is calling

Kitimat now has thousands of career 
opportunities sparked by the construction 
of Canada’s first LNG export facility. We 
also have thousands of reasons to make our 
community your new home.

Kitimat is a community of about 8,000 people located 
on the north coast of B.C. The community sits at the 
head of Douglas Channel next to Kitimat River. Indoor 
and outdoor recreation facilities and surrounding 
wilderness provide plenty of opportunity for an 
active, outdoor, coastal lifestyle.

@KitimatDistrict District of Kitimat @DistrictOfKitimatDistrict of Kitimat 

District of Kitimat - www.kitimat.ca
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Kitimat now has thousands of career 
opportunities sparked by the construction 
of Canada’s first LNG export facility. We 
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community your new home.

Kitimat is a community of about 8,000 people located 
on the north coast of B.C. The community sits at the 
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Last year was a record year 
in volume for Port of Prince 

Rupert. According to the Prince 
Rupert Port Authority (PRPA), a 
grand total of 29.9 million tonnes 
of cargo moved through the Port 
of Prince Rupert in 2019—that’s 
12% more than the 26.7 million 
tonnes handled the previous year 
and the highest total volume to 
date.

Strong performance at DP 
World’s Fairview Container 
Terminal was a catalyst for the 
positive overall growth. That 
location experienced more than 
1.2 million TEUs at an increase of 
17% over 2018. Also leading the 
trend were the addition of propane 
volume through AltaGas’ Ridley 
Island Propane Export Terminal 
and growth in coal handled at 
Ridley Terminal where cargo levels 
were up 18% over the previous 
year. Northland Cruise Terminal 
also saw a year-over-year increase 
in passenger volumes of 35%, 
totalling over 12,400 visitors to 
Prince Rupert through cruise 
travel.

“The Port of Prince Rupert’s 
consistent record-
breaking annual 
volumes confirms 
the Port’s growing 
role in Canadian 
trade,” said Shaun 
Stevenson, 
president and 
CEO of the 
Prince Rupert Port 
Authority. “The Port of 
Prince Rupert has a reputation 
for offering strategic advantages 
to shippers. The 2019 volumes 
illustrate the growing market 
demand for the Prince Rupert 
gateway and further validates our 
plans for growth and expansion 
over the next several years.”

Future development and 
expansion programs are in part 
fuelled by the Government of 
Canada investing $153.7 million 
to support three critical trade 

infrastructure projects at the 
Port of Prince Rupert. The funds 
have been allocated through the 
government’s National Trade 
Corridors Fund. 

The Port’s activity is expected 
to grow to over 50 million tonnes 
of trade annually over the next 
ten years. The continued growth 
of cargo volume through the 
Port of Prince Rupert represents 

an increase in Canadian 
trade, regional economic 

development and 
employment, 
and continued 
participation of local 
First Nations in the 

region’s gateway 
economy. 
The Prince Rupert Port 

Authority, in partnership with 
CN, were the recipients of $60.6 
million for the Zanardi Bridge and 
Causeway project. The project will 
reduce operational conflicts and 
increase rail capacity to the Port 
of Prince Rupert to accommodate 
future growth in import and export 
trade for all current and future 
terminals. 

Another $49.85 million was 
earmarked for developing the rail 
infrastructure required to service 
the Ridley Island Export Logistics 

Platform project. This project 
focuses on an expansion of the 
existing Road, Rail and Utility 
Corridor to further enable unit 
train access. 

Rail infrastructure is a 
precursor to a large-scale bulk 
transload facility, a large-scale 
breakbulk transload facility, and 
an integrated off-dock container 
yard. The Road Rail Utility Corridor 
expansion will create a platform to 
attract private-sector investment 
in export transloading and 
warehouse capacity at the port. 

The Metlakatla Development 
Corporation, the economic 
development arm of the Metlakatla 
First Nation, was the recipient 
of $43.3 million toward the 
Metlakatla Import Logistics Park 
project. The project consists of 
a 25-hectare site development 
on South Kaien Island that will 
enable transload and warehouse 
operations to provide increased 
flexibility and value-added 
capabilities for import supply 
chains. The Import Logistics Park 
is a strategic complement to the 
Export Logistics Platform and will 
be fully integrated into DP World’s 
Fairview Container Terminal and 
the Port’s intermodal ecosystem 
to ensure unparalleled efficiency 

and fluidity.
These projects are already 

contributing positively to the 
success of Port of Prince Rupert 
and its surrounding communities. 

A study released in 2019 by 
the Prince Rupert Port Authority 
revealed that employment 
associated with moving trade 
through northern BC to the Port 
of Prince Rupert has grown from 
5,200 jobs to 6,200 jobs since 
2016. 

The economic impact study 
analyzed a wide variety of factors 
based on the 26.7 million tonnes 
shipped through the Port in 
2018 and determined significant 
economic and employment 
benefits continue to grow 
throughout the northern BC 
region. 

In total, the international trade 
cargo handled in 2018 at the Port 
of Prince Rupert was valued at 
approximately $50 billion and the 
business of transporting that trade 
through the gateway created $1.5 
billion of economic activity in the 
region.

Learn more about the study 
and Port of Prince Rupert 
development and activities at 
www.rupertport.com

HUB OF BC’S 
NORTH

PORT OF PRINCE RUPERT

Strong performance 
at DP World’s Fairview 

Container Terminal was a 
catalyst for the positive 

overall growth.
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NORTHEAST
▷ Chetwynd
▷ Dawson Creek
▷ Fort Nelson
▷ Fort St. John

▷ Hudson’s Hope
▷ Pouce Coupe
▷ Taylor
▷ Tumbler Ridge SHARE OF B.C.

POPULATION1.4%

C yclical low prices for two key commodities, natural 
gas and lumber, might have spelled bad news 
for the economy of B.C.’s Northeast last year but 

for one important factor: the lavish capital spending 
in the region, mostly on energy megaprojects. “As of 
the first quarter of 2019, the combined capital value 
of all projects at various stages of construction in the 
Northeast was $18.3 billion, up 37 percent from a year 
ago,” noted Central 1 Credit Union economists in an 
economic analysis released last September.

Work on BC Hydro and Power Authority’s 
$10.7-billion Site C dam, just seven kilometres 
southwest of the regional hub of Fort St. John, is now in 
full swing. Crews finished pouring concrete for the first 
of three buttresses to support the powerhouse, spillway 
and dam itself at the end of October 2019. As of 

POWERHOUSE: Building permits doubled in Fort St. John in 
the first half of 2019 compared to a year earlier (top); intake 
structures being built for the Site C dam (below)

A Solid 
Foundation 
for Growth
Big projects now under construction promise to open up 

still more opportunities for the future
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November, there were 4,650 workers employed on 
the project, BC Hydro reported—3,445 (74 percent) 
of them from B.C. and 771 (20 percent) from the 
surrounding Peace River Regional District.

Just starting up is TC Energy’s Coastal GasLink 
pipeline, which has a budget of $6.6 billion and is 
scheduled for completion in 2023. Although the 
670-kilometre pipeline will ultimately cross all 
four northern development regions, its impact is 
likely to be felt most profoundly in the Northeast 
as it triggers further tie-in pipelines around its 
origin site west of Dawson Creek. More important, 
Coastal GasLink and the LNG Canada export 
project at its western terminus are expected to 
stimulate natural gas exploration and production 
throughout the Northeast, as well as  
in neighbouring northwestern Alberta. 

EVEN THE “SMALL” PROJECTS ARE BIG
Last October, despite the challenging commodity 
price and financing environment for the oilpatch 
generally, Tourmaline Oil announced that it would 
be spending $1.7 billion in the area over the next 
five years. Among other things, the Calgary-based 

company intends to double the capacity of its 
Gundy gas processing plant.

Other significant projects under construction 
include BC Hydro’s Peace Region Electricity 
Supply Project, the Fort St. John Town Centre 
development and a new $43-million RCMP 
detachment in the same city. 

Looking ahead, the Sundance Clean Methanol 
Refinery in Chetwynd is in the permitting stage, 
with a value of $1.5 billion, along with the Sundance 
Low Carbon Gasoline Refinery ($2.5 billion), 
located on the same site. Enbridge Frontier, a 
subsidiary of midstream energy giant Enbridge,  
has proposed a $2.5-billion “straddle plant”  
west of Chetwynd that would produce natural  
gas liquids for further processing in B.C., most 
likely around Taylor. (Thanks to a recently 
completed AltaGas terminal in Prince Rupert, 
northeastern producers can now export butane  
and propane directly to Asia.) 

This year Australian investment bank 
Macquarie Capital and FortisBC lined up behind 
Renewable Hydrogen Canada, which aims to build 
a $200-million hydrogen electrolyzer plant in 

NORTHE A ST

REGIONAL  
POPULATION

72,000

UNEMPLOYMENT  
RATE

4.2%

TOP EMPLOYERS  
BY INDUSTRY
Construction

16.3%
Heath care and  

social assistance

10.5%
Retail trade

10.4%

FORECAST  
EMPLOYMENT  

GROWTH, 2018-28

14,400

BUILDING PERMIT  
VALUES (2018)

$89.4
MILLION

HOUSING STARTS  
(2018)

92
(FORT ST. JOHN AND 

DAWSON CREEK 
ONLY)

VALUE OF MAJOR  
PROJECTS PLANNED  

OR UNDER
CONSTRUCTION

$36.9
BILLION

BUSINESS  
INCORPORATIONS  

(2019)

391
SOURCES: B.C. LABOUR  
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Chetwynd that would help advance the province’s 
CleanBC climate change policies. There are also 
several coal mining and wind-oriented utility 
projects in the consultation and approval phase, 
though none of these currently have hard timelines.

Completed projects over the past year include 
the Wyndwood Pipeline Looping Project and North 
Pine Natural Gas Liquids Facility. Another positive 
development for jobs locally is the reopening since 
2016 of the Brulé, Willow Creek and Wolverine 
coal mines by new owner Conuma Coal Resources. 
That development restored 900 direct and 3,000 
indirect jobs to Tumbler Ridge and the surrounding 
area. Both the volume and value of metallurgical 
coal exports to the Far East through the Port of 
Prince Rupert held up last year after a strong 
increase in 2018.

The investments in industrial projects are 
creating confidence on the residential and 
commercial side of the region’s economy as well. 
Fort St. John issued $28.8 million worth of building 
permits in the first half of 2019, double the amount 
over the same period a year earlier. Turning up in 
the No. 6 spot in BCBusiness’s Best Cities for Work 
list in 2020, the city boasts an average household 
income of $138,185—among the highest in the 
province. And in contrast to B.C.’s more expensive 
southern markets, home prices continued to 
strengthen over the year. •
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ENABLING INFRASTRUCTURE: LNG exports  
will stimulate activity in northeast B.C.'s natural  
gas fields (left); billions of dollars in investment  
are earmarked for tiny Chetwynd (above)
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DAWSON CREEK

Dawson Creek is more than 
just Mile ‘0’ on the Alaska 

Highway. The City of Dawson 
Creek has adopted a Sports  
and Event Tourism Plan to  
help diversify tourism in the 
City. This is the beginning of  
a dynamic platform that will  
be an important contributor  
to the City’s economy. 

Dawson Creek signed a 
five-year hosting agreement 
with Hockey Canada. The 
partnership will include one 
event hosted at the Encana 
Events Centre every 18-24 
months. This showcase of 
Canadian and International 
talent allows the fans to  
watch the best hockey players 
in the world in an excellent 
sporting venue, the Encana 
Events Centre. 

The Mile Zero Cruisers are 
looking to host their 26th Annual 

Summer Cruise July 10–12, 2020 
downtown Dawson Creek. 

This event brings more than 
2,000 attendees to the City of 
Dawson Creek to take in the 
largest Show and Shine in the 
north, displaying more than  
400 collector vehicles. 

Dawson Creek is also home 
to the “Greatest Show in the 
Peace,” the Dawson Creek 
Exhibition & Stampede held 
annually in August. More than 
14,000 visitors come to take in 
five full days of events such as 
the Canadian Pro Tour Rodeo, 
World Professional Chuckwagon 
Racing, agriculture fair, midway 
and much more. 

Dawson Creek is more!

CONTACT:  
City of Dawson Creek 
Dawsoncreek.ca

DIVERSIFYING DAWSON CREEK 

Dawson Creek Profile.indd   24 2020-03-25   12:24 PM
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fortstjohn.ca

Highest household 
income in BC

Daily flights to 
major hubs

304 sunny  
days per year 

11 public grade 
schools

Low average  
house prices 

($375,775 in 2019)

We have 200 years of natural resource experience.  
Contact us. We’re ready to work with you! 

Invest in Fort St. John

Untitled-2   1 2020-03-19   9:46 AM

KOOTENAY

Fort St. John, with 20,155 
residents, is British Columbia’s 

best-kept secret. We think we have 
the best of everything—recreation 
at our doorstep, affordable living 
and big city amenities, all in a 
small, friendly community.

Here, you can spend less 
time commuting and less money 
on housing, and more time on 
recreation and really living it up. 
As the hub of the Peace River 
Region, Fort St. John is easy to get 
to by road or air with numerous daily flights to Vancouver or 

Calgary, meaning getaways to big 
cities both near and far are easy.

The North Peace area produces 
90 percent of B.C.’s grain, 38 
percent of its hydroelectric power, 
employs nearly 2,500 forestry 
workers and plays host to over 
300,000 tourists each year. The 
region also has some of the 
largest gas fields in North America 

with over 20,000 wells drilled. 
With that sort of economic 
activity, Fort St. John, the 
economic hub of the region, 
is rich with employment and 
entrepreneurial opportunities. 
Our standard of living is among 
the best in Canada, with the 
highest average household income 
in B.C. and fifth highest across 
Canada.

Explore opportunities 
at fortstjohn.ca/economic-
development or email 
economicdevelopment@
fortstjohn.ca. 

BEST-KEPT 
SECRET OF 
THE NORTH

FORT ST. JOHN

FortStJohn_Profile_0520.indd   32 2020-03-19   12:25 PM
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NECHAKO
▷ Atlin
▷ Burns Lake
▷ Cassiar
▷ Dease Lake
▷ Fort St. James
▷ Fraser lake

▷ Granisle
▷ Houston
▷ Smithers
▷ Telkwa
▷ Vanderhoof

SHARE OF B.C.
POPULATION0.8%

REGIONAL  
POPULATION

41,000

LARGEST CENTRES
SMITHERS, 

VANDERHOOF

BUILDING PERMIT  
VALUES (2018)

$35.6
MILLION

VALUE OF MAJOR  
PROJECTS PLANNED  

OR UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION

$7.1
BILLION

BUSINESS  
INCORPORATIONS  

(2019)

164
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T he most thinly populated of all British 
Columbia’s economic regions, Nechako is 
the kind of place to write your own story. The 

region stretches from the Highway 16 corridor in 
the south all the way to the Yukon border in the 
north, taking in vast swaths of mostly untracked 
forests and mountains.

This has long made the region attractive for 
mineral exploration, logging and trapping. Other 
important sources of economic activity include 
transportation, communications and energy 
infrastructure crossing the region between the 
B.C. Interior and the Pacific Coast—most notably 
the Coastal Gaslink pipeline being built across the 
region to bring natural gas from B.C.’s Northeast 
and Alberta to the mammoth LNG Canada terminal 
and liquefaction plant in Kitimat. B.C. government 
forecasts show expected employment growth of 
1.5 percent through 2022, with much of the growth 
taking place in the construction sector.

CLOSE-KNIT COMMUNITIES
The region’s largest community is the Town of 
Smithers. With just 5,400 residents, Smithers 
has nonetheless given rise to companies known 
far beyond its boundaries, such as Bandstra 
Transportation Systems, Central Mountain Air 
and Hy-Tech Drilling. It may feel like you’re on 
the frontier, but Smithers actually has the second-
highest proportion of PhDs per capita in the 
province (after Victoria).

With the ski slopes of Hudson Bay Mountain 
at its back and outstanding fishing and hiking 
opportunities close by, Smithers offers an enviable 
quality of life.

It also has a busy airport with scheduled service 
to Dease Lake, Kamloops, Prince George, Terrace, 
Vancouver, Williams Lake and more, making it a 
hub for the mineral exploration industry. Among 
new industries, Pinnacle Renewable Energy of 
Prince George recently converted a particle board 
facility into a producer of pellets for fuel, made 
from wood waste.

To the east, Vanderhoof anchors the region’s 
southeast corner. Working hard to diversify its 
economy beyond the forest industry, the town is 
building an aviation-related business park at the 
municipal airport where students working toward an 
aviation business diploma with the College of New 
Caledonia can test their skills. Vanderhoof is also 
developing a business care program focused on the 
manufacturing sector, as well as partnering in the 
White Sturgeon Recovery Centre, helping resuscitate 
populations of this remarkable fish species.

Nechako is home to the fully operational Mount 
Milligan copper-gold mine north of Fort St. James. 
Owner Centerra Gold is also looking to reopen the 
Kemess mine site in B.C.’s far north to develop the 
Kemess Underground and Kemess East operations 
in the future. After completing a series of upgrades, 
Coeur Mining brought the Silvertip lead/zinc/
silver mine, just south of the Yukon border, into 
production in 2018 and posted its first full year in 
operation in 2019 with 167 employees.

Earlier this year, the B.C. government unveiled a 
reconciliation agreement with the Carrier Sekani 
Tribal Council that will provide $175 million over 
five years to First Nations in the Nechako and 
Cariboo regions to support business development 
and partnerships, lay the groundwork for self-
government and help revitalize Indigenous 
languages and culture. Noted Chief Priscilla Mueller 
of the Saik’uz First Nation: “The social-economic 
benefits to the Omineca region will be significant, 
and the message to all citizens should be that if First 
Nations prosper, then everyone prospers.” •

Open Spaces
The frontier lifestyle lives on in north-central B.C. JUST HEAD NORTH: Smithers 

(above) boasts outstanding 
recreational opportunities, 
including alpine skiing and 
trophy fishing; it’s also home 
to successful companies 
known around the region,  
like Hy-Tech Drilling (left)
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ASSOCIATIONS/TRUSTS
Derek Baker, Director of Economic 
Development
Northern Development Initiative Trust
301 - 1268 Fifth Ave, Prince George, BC V2L 3L2
p: (250) 561-2525
e: derek@northerndevelopment.bc.ca
Rachel Connell, Vice-President,  
Membership and Events
North American Strategy for Competitiveness 
(NASCO)
4347 W Northwest Hwy, Ste 130-250, Dallas, 
TX 75220
p: (214) 744-1006
e: rachel@nasconetwork.com
Michael Cowden, Community Outreach 
Manager
International Council of Shopping Centers
555 12th St NW, Ste 660, Washington, DC 20004
p: (202) 626-1408
e: mcowden@icsc.org
Jill Earthy, interim Chief Executive Officer
Women’s Enterprise Centre
201-1726 Dolphin Ave, Kelowna, BC V1Y 9R9
p: (250) 868-3454
e: carolyn@womensenterprise.ca
Tess Elo, Senior Financial Analyst
Northern Development Initiative Trust
301 - 1268 Fifth Ave, Prince George, BC V2L 3L2
p: (250) 561-2525
e: tess@northerndevelopment.bc.ca
Jeff Finkle, President and Chief Executive Officer
International Economic Development Council
734 15th St NW, Ste 900, Washington, DC 20005
p: (202) 223-7800
e: jfinkle@iedconline.org
Dave Frank, Executive Director
BC Aviation Council
#306 - 8300 Bennett Rd, Richmond, BC V6Y 1N5
p: (604) 278-9330
e: info@bcaviationcouncil.org
Penny Gardiner, Executive Director
Economic Developers Association of Canada
1100 South Service Rd, Ste 205, Stoney Creek, 
ON L8E 0C5
p: (289) 649-1771
e: gardiner@edac.ca
Brenda Gendron, Chief Financial Officer
Northern Development Initiative Trust
301 - 1268 Fifth Ave, Prince George, BC V2L 3L2
p: (250) 561-2525
e: brenda@northerndevelopment.bc.ca
Mina Haghighi, Business Development 
Manager
Futurpreneur Canada
425 Carrall St, Ste 580, Vancouver, BC V6B 6E3
p: (604) 598-2923
e: mhaghighi@futurpreneur.ca
Cheryl Johnson, Executive Director
Community Futures British Columbia
C230 - 7871 Stave Lake St, Mission, BC V2V 0C5
p: (604) 289-4222
e: cjohnson@communityfutures.ca
Lisa Kilpatrick, Senior Manager, Economic
Columbia Basin Trust
Ste 300 - 445 13th Ave, Castlegar, BC V1N 1G1
p: (250) 304-1636
e: lkilpatrick@cbt.org
Renata King, Director, Business Development
Northern Development Initiative Trust
301 - 1268 Fifth Ave, Prince George, BC V2L 3L2
p: (250) 561-2525
e: renata@northerndevelopment.bc.ca

Brian Krieger, 
p: (604) 353-1112
e: bkrieger@sfu.ca
Heather Lalonde, Chief Executive Officer
Economic Developers Council of Ontario Inc.
6506 Marlene Ave, Cornwall, ON K6H 7H9
p: (613) 931-9827
e: edco@edco.on.ca
Joel McKay, Chief Executive Officer
Northern Development Initiative Trust
301 - 1268 Fifth Ave, Prince George, BC V2L 3L2
p: (250) 561-2525
e: joel@northerndevelopment.bc.ca
Lori Moseley, Executive Coordinator
Northern Development Initiative Trust
301 - 1268 Fifth Ave, Prince George, BC V2L 3L2
p: (250) 561-2525
e: lori@northerndevelopment.bc.ca
Joanne Norris, Project Manager, BC
Futurpreneur Canada
425 Carrall St, Ste 580, Vancouver, BC V6B 6E3
p: (604) 598-2923
e: jnorris@futurpreneur.ca
Helen Patterson, Chief Financial Officer
Southern Interior Development Initiative Trust
201-384 Bernard Ave, Kelowna, BC V1Y 6M5
p: (236) 420-3680
e: hpatterson@sidit-bc.ca
Denice Regnier, Project and Corporate 
Administrator
Island Coastal Economic Trust
108 - 501 4th St, Courtenay, BC V9N 1H3
p: (250) 871-7797
e: denice.regnier@islandcoastaltrust.ca
Line Robert, Chief Executive Officer
Island Coastal Economic Trust
108 - 501 4th St, Courtenay, BC V9N 1H3
p: (250) 871-7797
e: line.robert@islandcoastaltrust.ca
Catherine Simmons, Committee and  
Board Liaison
Community Futures British Columbia
C230 - 7871 Stave Lake St, Mission, BC V2V 0C5
p: (604) 289-4222
e: csimmons@communityfutures.ca
Cynthia Stewart, Vice-President,  
Community Development
International Council of Shopping Centers
555 12th St NW, Ste 660, Washington, DC 20004
p: (864) 968-9324
e: cstewart@icsc.org
Verona Thibault, Executive Director
Saskatchewan Economic Development 
Association
Box 113, Saskatoon, SK S7K 3K1
p: (306) 384-5817
e: seda@seda.sk.ca
Hal Timar, Executive Director
Nunavut Economic Developers Association
PO Box 1990, Iqaluit, NU X0A 0H0
p: (867) 979-4620
e: exdir@nunavuteda.com
Ashleigh Volcz, Director of Member Initiatives
BC Economic Development Association
5428 Highroad Cres, Chilliwack, BC V2R 3Y1
p: (604) 795-7119
e: ashleigh@bceda.ca
Dale Wheeldon, President and CEO
BCEDA
5428 Highroad Cres, Chilliwack, BC V2R 3Y1
p: (604) 795-7119
e: dwheeldon@bceda.ca

BULKLEY-NECHAKO
Brenda Andersson, Financial Officer
Village of Granisle
PO Box 128, Granisle, BC V0J 1W0
p: (250) 697-2248
e: bandersson@villageofgranisle.ca
Maureen Czirfusz, Executive Director/ 
Economic Development Officer
Houston & District Chamber of Commerce
PO Box 396, Houston, BC V0J 1Z0
p: (250) 845-7640
e: manager@houstonchamber.ca
Nellie Davis, Regional Economic Development 
Coordinator
Regional District of Bulkley Nechako
37 3rd Ave; PO Box 820, Burns Lake, BC V0J 1E0
p: (250) 692-3195
e: nellie.davis@rdbn.bc.ca
Jordanna Evans, Economic Development 
Assistant
Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako
37 3rd Ave; PO Box 820, Burns Lake, BC V0J 130
p: (250) 692-3195
e: jordanna.evans@rdbn.bc.ca
Sarah Fitzmaurice, Economic Development 
Officer
Community Futures Nadina
PO Box 236, Houston, BC V0J 1Z0
p: (250) 845-2522
e: sfitzmaurice@cfnadina.ca
Shari Janzen, Economic Development  
Support Assistant
Regional District of Buckley Nechako
37 3rd Ave; PO Box 820, Burns Lake, BC V0J 1E0
p: (250) 692-3195
e: shari.janzen@rdbn.bc.ca
Debbie Joujan, Chief Administrative Officer
Village of Telkwa
1415 Hankin Ave, Telkwa, BC V0J 2X0
p: (250) 846-5212
e: debbiejoujan@telkwa.ca
Jean Marr, Chair
Community Futures Nadina
PO Box 236, Houston, BC V0J 1Z0
p: (250) 845-2522
e: jean.marr@investorsgroup.com
Kim Martinsen, General Manager
Community Futures Nadina
PO Box 236, Houston, BC V0J 1Z0
p: (250) 845-2522
e: kmartinsen@cfnadina.ca
Sheena Miller, Manager
Smithers District Chamber of Commerce
PO Box 2379, Smithers, BC V0J 2N0
p: (250) 847-5072
e: info@smitherschamber.com
Diandra Oliver
PO Box 607, Telkwa, BC V0J 2X0
e: doliver@sfu.ca
Edward Quinlan, Business Analyst
Community Futures Nadina
PO Box 236, Houston, BC V0J 1Z0
p: (250) 845-2522
e: equinlan@cfnadina.ca
David Schroeter, Economic Development 
Officer
District of Fort St. James
PO Box 640, Fort St. James, BC V0J 1P0
p: (250) 996-8233
e: edo@fortstjames.ca

Cindy Shelford, Chair
Nechako Kitimaat Development Fund
PO Box 808, Burns Lake, BC V0J 1E0
p: (250) 692-9937
e: cindy.shelford@gmail.com
Marion Shepherd, Manager
Houston Unist'ot'en Preservation Society
Houston, BC
p: 250-845-4636
e: memuzz10@hotmail.com
Sharon Smith, Chief Administrative Officer
Village of Granisle
PO Box 128, Granisle, BC V0J 1W0
p: (250) 697-2248
e: ssmith@villageofgranisle.ca
Lorie Watson, Economic Development 
Manager
Village of Burns Lake
Box 570, Burns Lake, BC V0J 1E0
p: (250) 692-7587
e: lwatson@burnslake.ca

CARIBOO
Melissa Barcellos, Manager, Economic 
Development
City of Prince George
1100 Patricia Blvd, Prince George, BC V2L 3V9
p: (250) 561-7583
e: melissa.barcellos@princegeorge.ca
Lindsay Blair, Community Development 
Coordinator
City of Quesnel
410 Kinchant St, Quesnel, BC V2J 7J5
p: (250) 991-7457
e: lblair@quesnel.ca
Sandro Bravo, Economic Development Officer
City of Prince George
1100 Patricia Blvd, Prince George, BC V2L 3V9
p: (250) 561-7637
e: sandro.bravo@princegeorge.ca
Darron Campbell, Manager of Community 
Services
Cariboo Regional District
180 3rd Ave, Williams Lake, BC V2G 2A4
p: (250) 392-3351
e: dcampbell@cariboord.ca
Clayton Charleyboy, Council
Tŝideldel First Nation
Box 69, Chilanko Forks, BC V0L 1H0
p: (250) 303-9996
e: execassistant@tsideldel.org
Joanne Doddridge, Manager of Economic 
Development and Planning
District of 100 Mile House
PO Box 340, 385 Birch Ave, 100 Mile House,  
BC V0K 2E0
p: (250) 395-2434
e: jdoddridge@100milehouse.com
Christina Doll, Workforce Development Officer
City of Prince George
1100 Patricia Blvd, Prince George, BC V2L 3V9
p: (250) 561-7633
e: christina.doll@princegeorge.ca
Kirk Dressler, Economic Development Officer
Williams Lake Indian Band
315 Yorston St, Williams Lake, BC V2G 1H1
p: (778) 417-0193
e: kirk.dressler@williamslakeband.ca
Karen Dube, Community Economic 
Development Coordinator
Village of McBride
Box 519, McBride, BC V0J 2E0
p: (250) 569-2229
e: karen@mcbride.ca

Members
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Karen Eden, General Manager
Community Futures Cariboo Chilcotin
266 Oliver St, Williams Lake, BC V2G 1M1
p: (250) 392-3626
e: karen@cfdccariboo.com
Lyn Hall, Mayor
City of Prince George
1100 Patricia Blvd, Prince George, BC V2L 3V9
p: (250) 561-7600
e: mayor@princegeorge.ca
Emily Kaehn, Executive Assistant/ 
Legislative Clerk
District of Mackenzie
Bag 340, Mackenzie, BC V0J 2C0
p: (250) 997-3221
e: ekaehn@district.mackenzie.bc.ca
Jordan Low, 
Aboriginal Business Development Centre
#210-575 Quebec St, Prince George,  
BC V2L 1W6
p: (250) 562-6325
e: specialprojects@abdc.bc.ca
Kerry Mowatt, Research Facilitator
Aboriginal Business Development Centre
#210-575 Quebec Street, Prince George, BC 
V2L 1W6
p: 250-562-6325
e: facilitator@abdc.bc.ca
Daniel Penny, Special Projects Coordinator
Williams Lake Indian Band
315 Yorston St, Williams Lake, BC V2G 1H1
p: (778) 417-0190
e: daniel.penny@williamslakeband.ca
Jennifer Reed, Economic Development 
Coordinator
City of Quesnel
410 Kinchant St, Quesnel, BC V2J 7J5
p: (250) 991-7457
e: jreed@quesnel.ca
Amy Reid, Manager of Economic Development 
and Tourism
City of Quesnel
410 Kinchant St, Quesnel, BC V2J 7J5
p: (250) 991-7457
e: areid@quesnel.ca
Lauren Reinhardt, Economic Development 
Officer
District of Wells
PO Box 219, Wells, BC V0K 2R0
p: (250) 994-3330
e: marketing@wells.ca
Miriam Schilling, Regional Economic/
Community Development Coordinator
Cariboo Regional District
180 3rd Ave, Williams Lake, BC V2G 2A4
p: (250) 392-3351
e: mschilling@cariboord.ca
Charles Scott, Export Adviser
Community Futures
1653 Sixth Ave, Prince George, BC V2L 3N5
p: (250) 960-0246
e: charles@scott-consulting.ca
Willie Sellars, Chief
Williams Lake Indian Band
315 Yorston St, Williams Lake, BC V2G 1H1
p: (778) 417-0190
e: willie.sellars@williamslakeband.ca
Diane Smith, Director of Corporate Services
District of Mackenzie
Bag 340, Mackenzie, BC V0J 2C0
p: (250) 997-3221
e: diane@district.mackenzie.bc.ca
Angela Smith, Community Development 
Coordinator
Village of Clinton
1423 Cariboo Hwy, Clinton, BC V0K 1K0
p: (250) 459-2261
e: cdc@village.clinton.bc.ca
Kathleen Soltis, City Manager
City of Prince George
1100 Patricia Blvd, Prince George, BC V2L 3V9
p: (250) 561-7600
e: kathleen.soltis@princegeorge.ca

Loni Solomon, Board Member
Dandzen Development Ltd.
253 4th Ave North, Williams Lake, BC V2G 4T4
p: (778) 799-2145
e: mintoncreek2002@hotmail.com
Susan Stearns, General Manager
Community Futures Fraser Ft. George
1566 7th Ave, Prince George, BC V2L 3P4
p: (250) 562-9622
e: susans@cfdc.bc.ca
Larry Stranberg, Projects Manager
Community Futures Cariboo Chilcotin
266 Oliver St, Williams Lake, BC V2G 1M1
p: (250) 392-3626
e: happytrails@cfdccariboo.com
Allan Stroet, Economic Development Officer
City of Prince George
1100 Patricia Blvd, Prince George, BC V2L 3V9
p: (250) 561-7637
e: allan.stroet@princegeorge.ca
Beth Veenkamp, EDO
City of Williams Lake
450 Mart St, Williams Lake, BC V2G 1N3
p: (250) 392-3211
e: bveenkamp@williamslake.ca
Ian Wells, General Manager, Planning and 
Development
City of Prince George
1100 Patricia Blvd, Prince George, BC V2L 3V9
p: (250) 561-7600
e: ian.wells@princegeorge.ca

CORPORATE
David Bennett, Director, External Relations
FortisBC
16705 Fraser Hwy, Surrey, BC V4N 0E8
p: (604) 592-7850
e: davida.bennett@fortisbc.com
Kevin Boothroyd, Director, Corporate 
Communications and Public Affairs
Pacific Coastal Airlines
204-4440 Cowley Cres, Richmond, BC V7B 1B8
p: (604) 214-2388
e: kevin.boothroyd@pacificcoastal.com
Keith Britz, Partner
MNP 
45780 Yale Rd, Ste #1, Chilliwack, BC V2P 2N4
p: (604) 792-1915
e: keith.britz@mnp.ca
Colin Doylend, Director
Question Everything Holdings Inc.
31 - 45462 Tamihi Way, Chilliwack, BC V2R 0Y2
p: (587) 803-0789
e: colin@questioneverything.com
David Dubois, Manager of Business 
Development
Fink Machine Inc.
124 Old Vernon Rd, Enderby, BC V0E 1VO
p: (250) 457-7319
e: David@FinkMachine.com
Tim Fry, President
468 Communications
p: (206) 660-4321
e: tim@468communications.com
Allison Gavin, Global Account Executive
ConferenceDirect
9396 203 St, Langley, BC V1M 3Y8
p: (604) 614-5788
e: allison.gavin@conferencedirect.com
Tom Gierasimczuk, Vice-President, Business 
Development
Resonance Consultancy
801-602 W Hastings St, Vancouver, BC V6B 1P2
p: (604) 649-8664
e: tomg@resonanceco.com
Imran Gill, Manager, Destination Development
Destination BC
12th Floor, 510 Burrard St, Vancouver, BC V6C 3A8
p: (604) 306-2175
e: imran.gill@destinationbc.c
Victor Godin, Chief Executive Officer
StartingOver BC Inc.
6065-4000 No. 3 Rd, Richmond, BC V6X 0J8
p: (604) 264-4474
e: startbc@shaw.ca

Marlyn Graziano, Executive Director,  
External Affairs
Kwantlen Polytechnic University
12666 - 72nd Ave, Surrey, BC V3W 2M8
p: (604) 599-2913
e: marlyn.graziano@kpu.ca
Brianne Harper, Director of Sales
Canada Wide Media/BCBusiness
p: (604) 473-0366
e: bharper@canadawide.com
Katrin Harry, Managing Partner
Advanced Business Match
p: (604) 483-3532
e: katrin@ravenevents.ca
Chris Heminsley, Senior Manager, Business  
and Economic Development
BC Hydro
333 Dunsmuir St, Vancouver, BC V6B 5R3
p: (604) 803-3900
e: chris.heminsley@bchydro.com
Audra Krueger, Executive Director
Co-operatives First
213 - 310 Wall St, Saskatoon, SK S7K 1N7
p: (306) 382-4410
e: info@cooperativesfirst.com
Aasa Marshall, Community Engagement 
Coordinator
Co-operatives First
213 - 310 Wall St, Saskatoon, SK S7K 1N7
p: (306) 382-4410
e: aasa@cooperativesfirst.com
Matt Mason, Community and Indigenous 
Relations Manager
FortisBC
p: (250) 717-0815
e: matt.mason@fortisbc.com
Dina Matterson, Business Development 
Manager
BC Hydro
333 Dunsmuir St, Vancouver, BC V6B 5R3
p: (604) 219-0674
e: dina.matterson@bchydro.com
Michael McGee, EDO in Transition/Retired
Aced Management Inc.
PO Box 767, Gold River, BC V0P 1G0
p: (250) 283-2424
e: m4c5g6ee@mikemcgee.com
Geoff Millar, Principal
Millar & Associates
p: (250) 709-1677
e: geoffgmillar@gmail.com
Chris Montgomery, Community Engagement 
Adviser
CAPP
2100, 350-7 Ave SW, Calgary, AB T2P 3N9
p: (403) 267-1100
e: chris.montgomery@capp.ca
Matt Morrison, Chief Executive Officer
PNWER
#460-2200 Alaskan Way, Seattle, WA 98121
p: (206) 443-7723
e: matt.morrison@pnwer.org
Susan Mowbray, Senior Economist and 
Partner, Economics and Research
MNP
1021 Hastings St, Ste 2200, Vancouver, BC  
V6E 0C3
p: (604) 637-1506
e: Susan.Mowbray@mnp.ca
Joanna Mullard 
BC Hydro
e: joanna.mullard@bchydro.com
Brad Nakagawa, Director of Sales and 
Marketing
Sheraton Vancouver Airport Hotel
7551 Westminster Hwy., Richmond, BC V6X 1A3
p: (604) 233-3950
e: brad.nakagawa@sheratonvancouverairport.com
Tera Nelson, Relationship Manager, Business  
and Economic Development
BC Hydro
333 Dunsmuir St, 4th Floor, Vancouver, BC 
V6B 5R3
p: (604) 623-3702
e: tera.nelson@bchydro.com

Colin O’Leary, Principal
O’Leary & Associates Ltd.
4415 Mt Lolo Rd, Kamloops, BC V2H 6C2
p: (250) 299-3631
e: colin@olearyandassociates.ca
Dave Parsell, Chief Executive Officer
Localintel
#501, 237 8 Ave SE, Calgary, AB T2G 5C3
p: (206) 356-6504
e: dave@localintel.co
Trudy Parsons, Executive Vice-President
MDB Insight
909 17th Ave SW, 4th Floor, Calgary, AB T2T 0A4
p: (855) 367-3535 x237
e: tparsons@mdbinsight.com
Trista Pewapisconias, Business  
Development Lead
Co-operatives First
213 - 310 Wall St, Saskatoon, SK S7K 1N7
p: (306) 382-4410
e: trista@cooperativesfirst.com
Jenia Reynolds 
BC Hydro
e: jenia.reynolds@bchydro.com
Anita Rogers, Administration
Legacy Pacific Land Corp.
#428, 44550 S Sumas Rd, Chilliwack, BC  
V2R 5M3
p: (604) 824-8733
e: anita@legacypacific.com
Samantha Singbiel, Government Relations 
and Public Affairs Manager
FortisBC
16705 Fraser Hwy, Surrey, BC V4N 0E8
p: (604) 592-8264
e: samantha.collins@fortisbc.com
Alissa Sklar, Vice-President of Marketing
GIS Planning
One Hallidie Plaza, Ste 760, San Francisco,  
CA 94102
p: (514) 560-8559
e: asklar@gisplanning.com
Diana Sorace, Corporate Communications 
Adviser
FortisBC
16705 Fraser Hwy, Surrey, BC V4N 0E8
p: (604) 576-7159
e: diana.sorace@fortisbc.com
Chris Steele, Consultant
Conway Inc
1005 Boylston St, #243, Newton Highlands, 
MA 02461
p: (617) 314-6527
e: chris@conway.com
Wendy Trusler, Regional Manager, 
Partnerships
BDC
Anatalio Ubalde, CEO and Co-Founder
GIS Planning
One Hallidie Plaza, Ste 760, San Francisco,  
CA 94102
p: (415) 294-4771
e: ubalde@gisplanning.com
Jamie Vann Struth, Principal
Vann Struth Consulting Group
2395 Lakewood Dr, Vancouver, BC V5N 4T8
p: (604) 762-6901
e: jamie@vannstruth.com
Laith Wardi, President
ExecutivePulse
11 E Fourth Street, Erie, PA 16507
p: (866) 397-8573
e: lwardi@e-pulse.net
Shawn Warneboldt, Manager, Business 
Development
Pacific Coastal Airlines
209-4440 Cowley Cres, Richmond, BC V7B 1B8
p: (604) 214-6838
e:  shawn.warneboldt@pacificcoastal.com
Belén Welch, Senior Adviser - Newcomer 
Entrepreneur Success Team
BDC
p: (604) 666-7858
e: Belen.welch@bdc.ca
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Kyle White, Education and Engagement Lead
Co-operatives First
213 - 310 Wall St, Saskatoon, SK S7K 1N7
p: (306) 382-4410
e: kyle@cooperativesfirst.com
Savannah Zachary, Community Engagement 
Coordinator
Co-operatives First
213 - 310 Wall St, Saskatoon, SK S7K 1N7
p: (306) 382-4410
e: savannah@cooperativesfirst.com
Emma Zhou, Project Director
Wailian Group
1916 W Broadway, Unit 200 Vancouver, BC V6J 1Z2
p: (778) 885-8693
e: emma.zhou@wailianvisa.com
Cheryl Ziola, Director, Communications
Urban Development Institute
1100-1050 W Pender St, Vancouver, BC V6E 3S7
p: (604) 661-3037
e: cziola@udi.org

GOVT/INDUSTRY
Claire Allen, Community Adjustment Manager
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations and Rural Development
p: (604) 213-0395
e: claire.allen@gov.bc.ca
David Baleshta, Portfolio Manager; Investment 
Capital Branch
Ministry of Jobs, Economic Development and 
Competitiveness
Ste 730-999 Canada Pl, Vancouver, BC V6C 3E1
p: (250) 574-6851
e: david.baleshta@gov.bc.ca
Kimberley Branch, Program Manager, 
Entrepreneur Immigration
Ministry of Jobs, Economic Development and 
Competitiveness
e: Kimberley.Branch@gov.bc.ca
Sarah-Patricia Breen, Senior Policy Analyst
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resources 
Operations and Rural Development
PO Box 9352 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, BC V8W 9M1
p: (778) 974-3263
e: Sarah.Breen@gov.bc.ca
Gerri Brightwell, Regional Manager, Central  
and East Kootenay
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resources 
Operations and Rural Development
625 - 4th St, Invermere, BC V0A 1K0
p: (236) 527-2021
e: gerri.brightwell@gov.bc.ca
Myles Bruns, Regional Manager, Thompson-
Central Okanagan
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resources 
Operations and Rural Development
Ste 510, 175 Second Ave, Kamloops, BC V2C 5W1
p: (250) 371-3931
e: myles.bruns@gov.bc.ca
Michael Burridge, Manager, Service Delivery 
Partnerships
Western Economic Diversification Canada
Ste 1300 - 300 W Georgia St, Vancouver, BC V6E 4M3
p: (604) 404-3983
e: michael.burridge@canada.ca
Stefanie Cepeda, Senior Policy Analyst
Ministry of Jobs, Economic Development and 
Competitiveness
PO Box 9853 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, BC V8W 9T5
p: (778) 698-3618
e: stefanie.cepeda@gov.bc.ca
Darlene Clark, Program/Policy Analyst
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resources 
Operations and Rural Development
510 - 175 2nd Ave, Kamloops, BC V2C 5W1
p: (250) 828-4111
e: Darlene.Clark@Gov.bc.ca
David Collier, Executive Director, Corporate 
Operations and Business Intelligence 
Ministry of Jobs, Economic Development and 
Competititiveness
Ste 730-999 Canada Pl, Vancouver, BC V6C 3E1
p: (604) 660-1714
e: david.collier@gov.bc.ca

Emily Colombo, Regional Manager, Cariboo
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resources 
Operations and Rural Development
322 Johnston Ave, Quesnel, BC V2J 3M5
p: (236) 713-2248
e: emily.colombo@gov.bc.ca
Tamara Danshin, Regional Manager, Northeast
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resources 
Operations and Rural Development
370 - 10003 110th Ave, Fort St. John, BC V1J 6M7
p: (250) 787-3351
e: tamara.danshin@gov.bc.ca
Bren de Leeuw, Western Canada Operations
Excellence in Manufacturing Consortium
625 2nd Ave E, Owen Sound, ON N4K 5P7
p: (519) 396-6521
e: bdeleeuw@emccanada.org
Amanda Doman, Director of Finance
Excellence in Manufacturing Consortium
625 2nd Ave E, Owen Sound, ON N4K 5P7
p: (519) 376-0470
e: adoman@emccanada.org
Sarah Fraser, Executive Director, Rural 
Development Unit
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resources 
Operations and Rural Development
1st Floor, 780 Blanshard St, Victoria, BC V8W 9T2
p: (778) 698-7253
e: sarah.fraser@gov.bc.ca
Chris Gilmore, Executive Director, Climate 
Partnerships and Engagement Branch
Ministry of Environment and Climate Change 
Strategy
PO Box 9486 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria,  
BC V8W 9W6
p: (778) 698-1670
e: christopher.gilmore@gov.bc.ca
Jean-Pierre Giroux, President
Excellence in Manufacturing Consortium
625 2nd Ave E, Owen Sound, ON N4K 5P7
p: (519) 376-0470
e: jp.giroux@emccanada.org
Greg Goodwin, Executive Director, Design, 
Coordination and Outreach Branch
Ministry of Jobs, Economic Development and 
Competitiveness
PO Box 9853 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, BC V8W 9N7
p: (250) 356-0778
e: greg.goodwin@gov.bc.ca
Michele Haddon, Manager, Community 
Transition
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resources 
Operations and Rural Development
PO Box 9853 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, BC V8W 9N7
p: (250) 356-0728
e: michele.haddon@gov.bc.ca
Lindsay Harris, Community Wildfire Recovery 
Officer (Kamloops)
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resources 
Operations and Rural Development
PO Box 9837 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, BC V8W 9T2
p: (250) 828-4109
e: lindsay.harris@gov.bc.ca
Jonathan Heerema, Senior Project Adviser
Destination BC
12th Floor, 510 Burrard St, Vancouver, BC V6C 3A8
p: (604) 218-6419
e: jonathan.heerema@destinationbc.ca
Lori Henderson, Director, Rural Policy and 
Programs Branch
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resources 
Operations and Rural Development
PO Box 9352 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria,  
BC V8W 9M1
p: (778) 698-7870
e: lori.henderson@gov.bc.ca
Bridget Horel, Regional Manager, Vancouver 
Island North
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations and Rural Development
p: (250) 286-9370
e: Bridget.horel@gov.bc.ca

Marc Imus, Director, Southern Interior Region
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations and Rural Development
510 - 175 2nd Ave, Kamloops, BC V2C 5W1
p: (250) 371-3741
e: marc.imus@gov.bc.ca
Paul Irwin, Executive Director, Stakeholder 
Engagement
Ministry of Jobs, Economic Development and 
Competitiveness
Ste 730-999 Canada Pl, Vancouver, BC V6C 3E1
p: (604) 660-5906
e: paul.irwin@gov.bc.ca
John Johnstone, Stakeholder Engagement, 
Pacific Region
Office of Small and Medium Enterprises
800 Burrard St, Rm 219, Vancouver, BC V6Z 0B9
p: (866) 602-0403
e: john.johnstone@pwgsc.gc.ca
Nicola Jones-Crossley, Business Development 
Manager, BC
Futurpreneur
425 Carrall St, #580, Vancouver, BC V6B 6E3
p: (604) 598-2923 x4128
e: njcrossley@futurpreneur.ca
Michael Kim, Director, Entrepreneur 
Immigration
Ministry of Jobs, Economic Development and 
Competitiveness
p: (778) 572-5683
e: Michael.Kim@gov.bc.ca
Wendy Koh, Regional Manager, Mainland 
Southwest
Ministry of Jobs, Economic Development and 
Competitiveness
865 Hornby St, Ste 201, Vancouver, BC V6Z 2G3
p: (604) 317-7562
e: wendy.koh@gov.bc.ca
Kathy Lachman, Director, South Coast Region
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations and Rural Development
p: (250) 751-3230
e: kathy.lachman@gov.bc.ca
Alexis Lenk, Director, Technology Policy  
and Strategy
Ministry of Jobs, Economic Development and 
Competitiveness
p: (778) 698-5555
e: alexis.lenk@gov.bc.ca
Aireen Luney, Manager, Program Development 
and Promotion; Immigration Programs Branch
Ministry of Jobs, Economic Development and 
Competitiveness
e: aireen.luney@gov.bc.ca
John McDonald, Executive Director, Trade 
Readiness and Services
Ministry of Jobs, Economic Development and 
Competitiveness
Ste 730-999 Canada Pl, Vancouver, BC V6C 3E1
p: (604) 775-2202
e: john.mcdonald@gov.bc.ca
Cheryl McLay, Regional Manager, Vancouver 
Island/Coast
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations and Rural Development
142 - 2080 Labieux Rd, Nanaimo, BC V9T 6J9
p: (250) 751-3217
e: cheryl.mclay@gov.bc.ca
Scott McNeil-Smith, Vice-President, 
Manufacturing Sector Performance
Excellence in Manufacturing Consortium
625 2nd Ave E, Owen Sound, ON N4K 5P7
p: (866) 323-4362
e: smcneilsmith@emccanada.org
Brad McRobert, Regional Manager, Bulkley 
Nechako
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations and Rural Development
1560 Hwy 16 E, Vanderhoof, BC V1J 6M7
p: (250) 847-0856
e: brad.mcrobert@gov.bc.ca
Kelly McTaggart, Adviser, Community Engagement
CAPP
2100, 350-7th Ave SW, Calgary, AB T2P 3N9
p: (403) 267-1116
e: kelly.mctaggart@capp.ca

Tess Menges, Supply Specialist
Office of Small and Medium Enterprises
800 Burrard St, Rm 219, Vancouver, BC V6Z 0B9
p: (866) 602-0403
e: tess.menges@pwgsc.gc.ca
Larry Olson, Regional Manager, South 
Okanagan Boundary
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations and Rural Development
102 Industrial Pl, Penticton, BC V2A 7C8
p: (250) 490-8261
e: larry.olson@gov.bc.ca
Angela Osborne, Communications Specialist
Industry Training Authority
800 - 8100 Granville Ave, Richmond, BC 
p: (778) 327-5897
e: aosborne@itabc.ca
Morningstar Pinto, Director, Outreach and 
Engagement
Ministry of Jobs, Economic Development and 
Competitiveness
PO Box 9853 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, BC V8W 9N7
p: (778) 698-3117
e: morningstar.pinto@gov.bc.ca
Janel Quiring, Director, Trade Policy and 
Negotiations
Ministry of Jobs, Economic Development and 
Competitiveness
p: (778) 698-8790
e: janel.quiring@gov.bc.ca
Dale Richardson, Director, Northern Region
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations and Rural Development
201 - 3rd Ave, Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1L2
p: (250) 624-7499
e: dale.richardson@gov.bc.ca
Jessica Ritchie, Engagement Specialist
Ministry of Jobs, Economic Development and 
Competitiveness
PO Box 9853 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, BC V8W 9T5
p: (778) 698-8800
e: Jessica.Ritchie@gov.bc.ca
Alvaro Rivera, Program Coordinator
Small Business BC
Suite 54 - 601 W Cordova St, Vancouver, BC 
V6B 1G1
p: (604) 637-1010
e: rivera.alvaro@smallbusinessbc.ca
Stephanie Roy, Manager, Employer Relations
Chartered Professional Accountants of British 
Columbia
800 - 555 W Hastings St, Vancouver, BC V6B 4N6
p: (604) 629-8373
e: sroy@bccpa.ca
Jo Ann Sandhu, Manager, Priority Projects 
and Policy
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations and Rural Development
PO Box 9352 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, BC V8W 9M1
p: (778) 698-1683
e: joann.sandhu@gov.bc.ca
Mathew Scott-Moncrieff, Manager, 
Performance Management and Quality 
Assurance (Victoria)
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations and Rural Development
p: (778) 974-4492
e: matthew.scottmoncrieff@gov.bc.ca
Leslie Teramoto, Executive Director, Investor 
Services
Ministry of Jobs, Economic Development and 
Competitiveness
Ste 730-999 Canada Pl, Vancouver, BC V6C 3E1
p: (604) 775-2201
e: leslie.teramoto@gov.bc.ca
Richard Toperczer, Regional Manager,  
North Okanagan/Shuswap-Slocan
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations and Rural Development
2501 14th Ave, Vernon, BC V1T 8Z1
p: (250) 550-2204
e: richard.toperczer@gov.bc.ca
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Marc von der Gonna, Regional Manager, 
North Coast
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations and Rural Development
Rm 129, 3220 Eby St, Terrace, BC V8G 5K8
p: (250) 638-6523
e: marc.vondergonna@gov.bc.ca
David Whibley, Director, Skills Immigration
Ministry of Jobs, Economic Development and 
Competitiveness
p: (778) 572-5677
e: David.Whibley@gov.bc.ca
Sarah Wysiecki, Program Analyst
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations and Rural Development
PO Box 9352 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, BC V8W 9M1
p: (778) 974-5805
e: Sarah.Wysiecki@gov.bc.ca

HONOURABLE
Peter Monteith, Chief Administrative Officer
City of Chilliwack
8550 Young Rd, Chilliwack, BC V2P 8A4
p: (604) 793-2966
e: monteith@chilliwack.com

KOOTENAY
Pete Bourke, Executive Director
Columbia Valley Chamber of Commerce
651 Hwy 93/95, Invermere, BC V0A 1K0
p: (250) 342-2844
e: executivedirector@cvchamber.ca
Darren Brewer, Business Development Officer
City of Cranbrook
40 - 10th Ave S, Cranbrook, BC V1C 2M8
p: (250) 919-9792
e: darren.brewer@cranbrook.ca
Ingrid Bron, Director, Community Economic 
Development
City of Revelstoke
301 Victoria Rd W, Revelstoke, BC V0E 2S0
p: (250) 837-5345
e: ibron@revelstoke.ca
Lisa Cannady, Community Economic 
Development
Community Futures Central Kootenay
201-514 Vernon St, Nelson, BC V1L 4E7
p: (250) 352-1933
e: lcannady@futures.bc.ca
Jill Dewtie, Executive Director and Community 
Economic Development Officer
Golden Community Social Services Coop – CED 
Section
Box 1738, Golden, BC V0A 1H0
p: (250) 290-0050
e: jill@goldencommunitycoop.ca
Sandy Elzinga, Manager of Community 
Economic Development
Community Futures Boundary
1647 Central Ave, Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H0
p: (250) 442-2722
e: sandy@boundarycf.com
Tim Grouette, Executive Director
Lower Columbia Initiatives Corporation
1499 Bay Ave, Trail, BC V1N 4A9
p: (250) 364-6461
e: tgrouette@lcic.ca
David Hull, Executive Director
Summerland Chamber of Commerce
PO Box 84, Cranbrook, BC V1C 4H6
p: (250) 302-7212
e: dhull@summerlandchamber.com
Mark Laver, Economic Development Manager
Castlegar and District Economic Development
460 Columbia Ave, Castlegar, BC V1N 1G7
p: (250) 304-8231
e: edm@castlegar.com
Jamie Mayes, Community Economic 
Development Coordinator
Community Futures Revelstoke
Ste D, 301 Victoria Rd W, Box 2398, Revelstoke, 
BC V0E 2S0
p: (250) 837-5345
e: jmayes@revelstokecf.com

Ryan Phillips-Clement, Business 
Development Assistant
?aqam 
7470 Mission Rd, Cranbrook, BC V1C 7E5
p: (250) 426 5717
e: Rphillips-Clement@aqam.net
Rebecca Richards, Executive Assistant
Lower Columbia Initiatives Corporation
825 Spokane St, Trail, BC V1R 3W4
p: (250) 364-6461
e: rrichards@lcic.ca
Farrell Segall, Councillor
Village of Salmo
PO Box 734, Salmo, BC V0G 1Z0
p: (604) 837-2371
e: councillor.segall@salmo.ca
Joan Thomas, Board Chair
Community Futures Boundary
1647 Central Ave, Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H0
p: (250) 442-2722
e: joanhthomas@hotmail.com
Terry Van Horn, Executive Director
Lower Columbia Initiatives Corporation
# 1 - 1355 Pine Ave, Trail, BC V1R 4E7
p: (250) 364-6461
e: tvanhorn@lcic.ca
Tammy Verigin-Burk, Executive Director
Castlegar and District Chamber of Commerce
1995 6th Ave, Castlegar, BC V1N 4B7
p: (250) 365-6313
e: cdcoced@castlegar.com
Jennifer Wetmore, General Manager
Community Futures Boundary
1647 Central Ave, Grand Forks, BC V0H 1H0
p: (250) 442-2722
e: jennifer@boundarycf.com
Donna Wilchynski, Community Coordinator
Christina Gateway Community Development 
Association
1675 Hwy 3, Christina Lake, BC V0H 1E2
p: (250) 447-6165
e: donna@christinagateway.ca
Andrea Wilkey, Executive Director
Community Futures Central Kootenay
201-514 Vernon St, Nelson, BC V1L 4E7
p: (250) 352-1933
e: awilkey@futures.bc.ca

LOWER MAINLAND/SOUTHWEST
Meg 0’Shea, Manager, Small to Medium 
Enterprises
Vancouver Economic Commission
401 W Georgia St, Vancouver, BC V6B 5A1
p: (604) 632-9668
e: moshea@vancouvereconomic.com
Eric Anderson, Councillor
District of Squamish
37955 Second Ave, Squamish, BC V8B 0A3
p: (604) 892-5217
e: eandersen@squamish.ca
Jen Arbo, Economic Development Coordinator
City of New Westminster
511 Royal Ave, New Westminster, BC V3L 1H9
p: (604) 527-4536
e: jarbo@newwestcity.ca
Carolyn Armanini, Economic Development 
Planner
City of New Westminster
511 Royal Ave, New Westminster, BC V3L 1H9
p: (604) 527-4536
e: carmanini@newwestcity.ca
Kathryn Baird, Tourism Coordinator
City of Maple Ridge
11995 Haney Pl, Maple Ridge, BC V2X 6A9
p: (604) 467-7397
e: kbaird@mapleridge.ca
Mark Bakken, Chief Administrative Officer
Township of Langley
20338 - 65th Ave, Langley, BC V2Y 3J1
p: (604) 534-3211
e: mbakken@tol.ca

Gina Bennett, Board Member
AdvantageHope
Box 370, 919 Water Ave, Hope, BC V0X 1L0
p: (604) 860-0930
e: bennett.gina@gmail.com
George Benson, Sector Manager, Built 
Environment
Vancouver Economic Commission
W Georgia St, Vancouver, BC V6B 5A1
p: (604) 632-9668
e: gbenson@vancouvereconomic.com
Brianna Bishop, Project Coordinator
Vancouver Economic Commission
Suite 1500, 401 W. Georgia St, Vancouver, BC  
V6B 5A1
p: (604) 632-9668
e: bbishop@vancouvereconomic.com
Sandy Blue, Councillor
City of Abbotsford
32315 S Fraser Way, Abbotsford, BC V2T 2W7
p: (604) 851-4168
e: sblue@abbotsford.ca
Cheryl Britton, Manager - Administration
CEPCO
46115 Yale Rd, Chilliwack, BC V2P 2P2
p: (604) 792-7839
e: britton@chilliwackpartners.com
Bryan Buggey, Director, Strategic Initiatives  
and Sector Development
Vancouver Economic Commission
401 W Georgia St, Vancouver, BC V6B 5A1
p: (604) 632-9668
e: bbuggey@vancouvereconomic.com
Gary Buxton, General Manager of Development 
Services and Public Works
District of Squamish
37955 Second Ave, Squamish, BC V8B 0A3
p: (604) 892-5217
e: gbuxton@squamish.ca
Claire Campbell, Marketing/Branding 
Coordinator
Vancouver Economic Commission
401 W Georgia St, Vancouver, BC V6B 5A1
p: (604) 632-9668
e: ccampbell@vancouvereconomic.com
Navneet Chattha, Economic Development 
Coordinator
Township of Langley
20338 - 65th Ave, Langley, BC V2Y 3J1
p: (604) 534-3211
e: nchattha@tol.ca
Lisa Clement, Director, Economic Development 
and Partnerships
Métis Nation BC
#107 - 5668 192 Street, Surrey, BC V3S 2V7
p: (604) 557-5851
e: lclement@mnbc.ca
Brian Coombes, President
CEPCO
46115 Yale Rd, Chilliwack, BC V2P 2P2
p: (604) 792-7839
e: coombes@chilliwackpartners.com
Stacey Crawford, Economic Development 
Officer
District of Mission
Unit B - 7337 Welton St, Mission, BC V2V 3X1
p: (604) 820-3789
e: scrawford@mission.ca
Courtney Crichton, Research and Engagement 
Strategist
Vancouver Economic Commission
401 W Georgia St, Vancouver, BC V6B 5A1
p: (604) 632-9668
e: ccrichton@vancouvereconomic.com
Jeff Dawson, General Manager
Community Futures of Howe Sound
Ste 102 - 1909 Maple Dr, Squamish, BC V8B 0T1
p: (604) 892-5467
e: jeff.dawson@cfhowesound.com
Darrell Denton, Manager, Civic Property
City of Maple Ridge
11995 Haney Pl, Maple Ridge, BC V2X 6A9
p: (604) 467-7477
e: ddenton@mapleridge.ca

Brad Derbyshire, Board Member
Community Futures South Fraser
Unit 303 - 46167 Yale Rd, Chilliwack, BC V2P 2P2
p: (604) 392-5133
e: bradley.derbyshire@mnp.ca
Lyle Downey, Economic Development Officer
AdvantageHope
Box 370, 919 Water Ave, Hope, BC V0X 1L0
p: (604) 869-2021
e: economicdevelopment@hopebc.ca
Kiersten Duncan, Councillor
City of Maple Ridge
11995 Haney Pl, Maple Ridge, BC V2X 6A9
p: (604) 463-5221
e: kduncan@mapleridge.ca
Wendy Dupley, Director, Economic 
Development and Civic Property
City of Maple Ridge
11995 Haney Pl, Maple Ridge, BC V2X 6A9
p: (604) 467-7319
e: wdupley@mapleridge.ca
Justin Dyck, Board Member
Community Futures South Fraser
Unit 303 - 46167 Yale Rd, Chilliwack, BC V2P 2P2
p: (604) 392-5133
e: jdyck@chparchitects.com
Joan Elangovan, Executive Director, Asia 
Pacific Centre
Vancouver Economic Commission
401 W Georgia St, Vancouver, BC V6B 5A1
p: (604) 632-9668
e: jelangovan@vancouvereconomic.com
Karen Elliott, Mayor
District of Squamish
37955 Second Ave, Squamish, BC V8B 0A3
p: (604) 892-5217
e: kelliott@squamish.ca
Candace English, Community Economic 
Development Officer
Community Futures South Fraser
Unit 303 - 46167 Yale Rd, Chilliwack, BC V2P 2P2
p: (604) 392-5133
e: candace.english@southfraser.com
Anne Farrer
Vancouver Economic Commission
401 W Georgia St, Vancouver, BC V6B 5A1
p: (604) 632-9668
e: afarrer@vancouvereconomic.com
Katie Ferland, Business Development Liaison
City of Richmond
6911 No. 3 Rd, Richmond, BC V6Y 2C1
p: (604) 247-4923
e: kferland@richmond.ca
Jessie Fletcher, Planner
District of Squamish
37955 Second Ave, Squamish, BC V8B 0A3
p: (604) 892-5217
e: jfletcher@squamish.ca
Monica Florence, Board Member
AdvantageHope
Box 370, 919 Water Ave, Hope, BC V0X 1L0
p: (604) 860-0930
e: mymony12@gmail.com
John Fortoloczky, Chief Administrative Officer
AdvantageHope
Box 370, 919 Water Ave, Hope, BC V0X 1L0
p: (604) 869-5607
e: cao@hope.ca
John French, Councillor
District of Squamish
37955 Second Ave, Squamish, BC V8B 0A3
p: (604) 892-5217
e: jfrench@squamish.ca
Blair Fryer, Manager, Economic Development 
and Communications
City of New Westminster
511 Royal Ave, New Westminster, BC V3L 1H9
p: (604) 527-4688
e: bfryer@newwestcity.ca
Valerie Gafka, Senior Manager, Economic 
Investment and Development
Township of Langley
20338 - 65th Ave, Langley, BC V2Y 3J1
p: (604) 532-7305
e: vgafka@tol.ca
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Bryan Gagne, Board Member
AdvantageHope
Box 370, 919 Water Ave, Hope, BC V0X 1L0
p: (604) 860-0930
e: gagne.bh@gmail.com
Sara Georgees, Film and Economic 
Development Assistant
City of Abbotsford
32315 S Fraser Way, Abbotsford, BC V2T 2W7
p: (604) 864-5670
e: sgeorgees@abbotsford.ca
Manjit Gholia, Board Member
Community Futures South Fraser
Unit 303 - 46167 Yale Rd, Chilliwack, BC V2P 2P2
p: (604) 392-5133
e: manjitgholia@shaw.ca
Anna Gladue, Board Member
AdvantageHope
Box 370, 919 Water Ave, Hope, BC V0X 1L0
p: (604) 860-0930
e: anna.gladue@gmail.com
Amanda Gleave, Film Liaison
City of Coquitlam
3000 Guildford Way, Coquitlam, BC V3B 7N2
p: (604) 927-3000
e: agleave@coquitlam.ca
Linda Glenday, Chief Administrative Officer
District of Squamish
37955 Second Ave, Squamish, BC V8B 0A3
p: (604) 892-5217
e: lglenday@squamish.ca
Michelle Graham, Administrative Assistant
CEPCO
46115 Yale Rd, Chilliwack, BC V2P 2P2
p: (604) 792-7839
e: graham@chilliwackpartners.com
Chrislana Gregory, Economic Advisory 
Committee Member
City of Maple Ridge
11995 Haney Pl, Maple Ridge, BC V2X 6A9
p: (604) 467-7320
e: chrislana_grogory@hotmail.com
Matt Gunn, Planner
District of Squamish
37955 Second Ave, Squamish, BC V8B 0A3
p: (604) 892-5217
e: mgunn@squamish.ca
Bob Hahn, Business Analyst
Community Futures South Fraser
Unit 303 - 46167 Yale Rd, Chilliwack, BC V2P 2P2
p: (604) 392-5133
e: bob.hahn@southfraser.com
Kerry Hamilton, Planner
District of Squamish
37955 Second Ave, Squamish, BC V8B 0A3
p: (604) 892-5217
e: khamilton@squamish.ca
Karen Hansen, Admin. Ass’t, Economic 
Development and Civic Property
City of Maple Ridge
11995 Haney Pl, Maple Ridge, BC V2X 6A9
p: (604) 467-7320
e: khansen@mapleridge.ca
Cathy Harry, Secretary/Treasurer
AdvantageHope
Box 370, 919 Water Ave, Hope, BC V0X 1L0
p: (604) 860-0930
e: bbservice@shaw.ca
Stephanie Hooker, Asset Development 
Contractor
AdvantageHope
Box 370, 919 Water Ave, Hope, BC V0X 1L0
p: (604) 860-0930
e: stephanie@hopebc.ca
Al Horsman, Chief Administrative Officer
City of Maple Ridge
11995 Haney Pl, Maple Ridge, BC V2X 6A9
p: (604) 467-7320
e: ahorsman@mapleridge.ca
Armand Hurford, Councillor
District of Squamish
37955 Second Ave, Squamish, BC V8B 0A3
p: (604) 892-5217
e: ahurford@squamish.ca

Colleen Hurzin, Economic Development 
Assistant
City of Coquitlam
3000 Guildford Way, Coquitlam, BC V3B 7N2
p: (604) 927-3905
e: churzin@coquitlam.ca
Bradley Jack, Administrator
Bridge River Indian Band
Box 190, 1A Joseph Rd, Lillooet, BC V0K 1V0
p: (250) 256-7423
e: administrator@xwisten.ca
Brent Janzen, Board Member
Community Futures South Fraser
Unit 303 - 46167 Yale Rd, Chilliwack, BC V2P 2P2
p: (604) 392-5133
e: brent_janzen@vancity.com
Marg Johnson, Film Production Liaison
City of Maple Ridge
11995 Haney Pl, Maple Ridge, BC V2X 6A9
p: (604) 463-5221
e: mjohnson@mapleridge.ca
Shannon Jones, Executive Director
AdvantageHope
Box 370, 919 Water Ave, Hope, BC V0X 1L0
p: (604) 795-6803
e: shannon@hopebc.ca
Eric Kalnins, Tourism Manager
City of Coquitlam
3000 Guildford Way, Coquitlam, BC V3B 7N2
p: (604) 927-3000
e: ekalnins@coquitlam.ca
Helen Kennedy, Operation Manager/Curator
AdvantageHope
Box 370, 919 Water Ave, Hope, BC V0X 1L0
p: (604) 860-0930
e: helen@hopebc.ca
Shivam Kishore, Manager, Technology and 
Partnerships
Vancouver Economic Commission
401 W Georgia St, Vancouver, BC V6B 5A1
p: (604) 632-9668
e: skishore@vancouvereconomic.com
Dominic Kotarski, Economic Advisory 
Committee Member
City of Maple Ridge
11995 Haney Pl, Maple Ridge, BC V2X 6A9
p: (604) 467-7320
e: dominic@dominickotarski.com
Meghan Larson, Board Member
Community Futures South Fraser
Unit 303 - 46167 Yale Rd, Chilliwack, BC V2P 2P2
p: (604) 392-5133
e: meghanlarson@envisionfinancial.ca
Bryce Lewis, Board Member
Community Futures South Fraser
Unit 303 - 46167 Yale Rd, Chilliwack, BC V2P 2P2
p: (604) 392-5133
e: bryce.lewis@hubinternational.com
Fionn Li, Business Development Officer,  
Asia Pacific Centre
Vancouver Economic Commission
401 W Georgia St, Vancouver, BC V6B 5A1
p: (604) 632-9668
e: fli@vancouvereconomic.com
Bruce Livingstone, Business Expansion 
Retention Officer
City of Maple Ridge
11995 Haney Pl, Maple Ridge, BC V2X 6A9
p: (604) 467-7320
e: blivingstone@mapleridge.ca
Vern May, Economic Development Manager
City of Abbotsford
32315 S Fraser Way, Abbotsford, BC V2T 1W7
p: (604) 851-4173
e: vmay@abbotsford.ca
Sarah McJannet, Planner
District of Squamish
37955 Second Ave, Squamish, BC V8B 0A3
p: (604) 892-5217
e: smcjannet@squamish.ca

Kent McKinnon, Board Chair
AdvantageHope
Box 370, 919 Water Ave, Hope, BC V0X 1L0
p: (604) 860-0930
e: kent.a.mckinnon@gmail.com
John McPherson, Sector Development 
Manager, Cleantech
Vancouver Economic Commission
401 W Georgia St, Vancouver, BC V6B 5A1
p: (604) 632-9668
e: jmcpherson@vancouvereconomic.com
Chelsa Meadus, Councillor
City of Maple Ridge
11995 Haney Pl, Maple Ridge, BC V2X 6A9
p: (604) 463-5221
e: cmeadus@mapleridge.ca
Tom Meier, Economic Advisory Commissioner
City of Maple Ridge
11995 Haney Pl, Maple Ridge, BC V2X 6A9
p: (604) 467-7320
e: tom.meier@jmins.com
Gerald Minchuk, Director, Development 
Services and Economic Development
City of Langley
20399 Douglas Cres, Langley, BC V3A 4B3
p: (604) 514-2815
e: gminchuk@city.langley.bc.ca
Elizabeth Model, Chief Executive Officer
Downtown Surrey BIA
Ste 330-10362 King George Blvd, Surrey, BC 
V3T 2W5
p: (604) 580-2321
e: elizabeth@downtownsurreybia.com
Nancy Mott Basi, Executive Director, 
Vancouver Film and Media Centre
Vancouver Economic Commission
401 W Georgia St, Vancouver, BC V6B 5A1
p: (604) 632-9668
e: nmott@vancouvereconomic.com
Kate Mulligan, Economic Development Officer
District of Squamish
37955 Second Ave, Squamish, BC V8B 0A3
p: (604) 892-5217
e: kmulligan@squamish.ca
David Munro, Manager Economic Development
City of Coquitlam
3000 Guildford Way, Coquitlam, BC V3B 7N2
p: (604) 927-3442
e: dmunro@coquitlam.ca
Elaine Naisby, Planner
District of Squamish
37955 Second Ave, Squamish, BC V8B 0A3
p: (604) 892-5217
e: enaisby@squamish.ca
Larry Orr, Manager, Business Services
City of North Vancouver
141  West 14th Street, North Vancouver, BC 
V7M 1H9
p: (604) 990-4221
e: lorr@cnv.org
Kim O’Sullivan, Economic Development 
Coordinator
City of Abbotsford
32315 S Fraser Way, Abbotsford, BC V2T 2W7
p: (604) 864-5670
e: kosullivan@abbotsford.ca
Tania Parisella, Director, Marketing and 
Research
Vancouver Economic Commission
401 W Georgia St, Vancouver, BC V6B 5A1
p: (604) 632-9668
e: tparisella@vancouvereconomic.com
Steven Patterson, Vice-Chair
AdvantageHope
Box 370, 919 Water Ave, Hope, BC V0X 1L0
p: (604) 860-0930
e: sjpatter@gmail.com
Daryll Peters, Business Manager
Douglas First Nation
PO Box 485, Mount Currie, BC V0N 2K0
p: (778) 770-1646
e: dpeters@ttqecdev.com

Chris Pettingill, Councillor
District of Squamish
37955 Second Ave, Squamish, BC V8B 0A3
p: (604) 892-5217
e: cpettingill@squamish.ca
Aja Philp, Planner
District of Squamish
37955 Second Ave, Squamish, BC V8B 0A3
p: (604) 892-5217
e: aphilp@squamish.ca
Teresa Pippus, Self-Employment Manager
Community Futures South Fraser
Unit 303 - 46167 Yale Rd, Chilliwack, BC V2P 2P2
p: (604) 392-5133
e: teresa.pippus@southfraser.com
Caitlin Popplewell, Manager, Finance and 
Operations
Vancouver Economic Commission
401 W Georgia St, Vancouver, BC V6B 5A1
p: (604) 632-9668
e: cpopplewell@vancouvereconomic.com
Katrina Purcell, Manager, Marketing and Events
Vancouver Economic Commission
401 W Georgia St, Vancouver, BC V6B 5A1
p: (604) 632-9668
e: kpurcell@vancouvereconomic.com
Doug Race, Councillor
District of Squamish
37955 Second Ave, Squamish, BC V8B 0A3
p: (604) 892-5217
e: drace@squamish.ca
James Raymond, Manager, Research and 
Analysis
Vancouver Economic Commission
401 W Georgia St, Vancouver, BC V6B 5A1
p: (604) 632-9668
e: jraymond@vancouvereconomic.com
Nicole Read, General Manager
Community Futures South Fraser
Unit 303 - 46167 Yale Rd, Chilliwack, BC V2P 2P2
p: (604) 392-5133 x105
e: nicole.read@southfraser.com
Steve Saccomano, Board Member
Community Futures South Fraser
Unit 303 - 46167 Yale Rd, Chilliwack, BC V2P 2P2
p: (604) 392-5133
e: ssacco@telus.net
Hashir Safi, Market Intelligence Analyst
Vancouver Economic Commission
401 W Georgia St, Vancouver, BC V6B 5A1
p: (604) 632-9668
e: hsafir@vancouvereconomic.com
Steve Scheepmaker, Director, Corporate 
Administration
Township of Langley
20338 - 65th Ave, Langley, BC V2Y 3J1
p: (604) 534-3211
e: sscheepmaker@tol.ca
Ramin Seifi, General Manager, Engineering  
and Community Development
Township of Langley
20338 - 65th Ave, Langley, BC V2Y 3J1
p: (604) 534-3211
e: rseifi@tol.ca
David Shepheard, Director, Vancouver Film 
Commission
Vancouver Economic Commission
401 W Georgia St, Vancouver, BC V6B 5A1
p: (604) 632-9668
e: dshepheard@vancouvereconomic.com
Stephanie Shortt, Economic Development 
Liaison
Bowen Island Municipality
981 Artisan Ln, Bowen Island, BC V0N 1G2
e: sshortt@bimbc.ca
Lino Siracusa, Manager, Shipyards and 
Waterfront
City of North Vancouver
141 West 14th Street, North Vancouver, BC  
V7M 1H9
p: (778) 872-1190
e: lsiracusa@cnv.org
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Nicola Slater, Economic Development Coordinator, 
Leq’a:mel Development Limited Partnership
District of Squamish
37955 Second Ave, Squamish, BC V8B 0A3
p: (604) 892-5217
e: nslater@squamish.ca
Ron Smith, Chief Executive Officer
Leq'a:mel Development Limited Partnership
43101 Leq’a:mel Way, Deroche, BC V0M 1G0
p: 604-845-1424
e: ecdev@leqamel.ca
Lisa Spitale, Chief Administrative Officer
City of New Westminster
511 Royal Ave, New Westminster, BC V3L 1H9
p: (604) 521-3711
e: lspitale@newwestcity.ca
Patrick Stafford-Smith, Chief Development 
Officer
North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce
102-124 W First St, North Vancouver, BC V7M 3N3
p: (604) 987-4488
e: patrick@nvchamber.ca
Jenna Stoner, Councillor
District of Squamish
37955 Second Ave, Squamish, BC V8B 0A3
p: (604) 892-5217
e: jstoner@squamish.ca
Netty Tam, Manager of Business Development
CEPCO
46115 Yale Rd, Chilliwack, BC V2P 2P2
p: (604) 792-7839
e: tam@chilliwackpartners.com
Alice To, Business Relations Coordinator
District of North Vancouver
355 W Queens Rd, North Vancouver, BC V7N 4N5
p: (604) 990-2241
e: aliceto@dnv.org
Mary Trentadue, City Councillor
City of New Westminster
511 Royal Ave, New Westminster, BC V3L 1H9
p: (604) 521-3711
e: mtrentadue@newwestcity.ca
Sharon Unger, Office Administrator
Community Futures South Fraser
Unit 303 - 46167 Yale Rd, Chilliwack, BC V2P 2P2
p: (604) 392-5133
e: info@southfraser.com
Ingrid Valou, Communications Specialist
Vancouver Economic Commission
401 W Georgia St, Vancouver, BC V6B 5A1
p: (604) 632-9668
e: ivalou@vancouvereconomic.com
Jonas Velaniskis, Director of Development 
Services
District of Squamish
37955 Second Ave, Squamish, BC V8B 0A3
p: (604) 892-5217
e: jvelaniskis@squamish.ca
Juvarya Veltkamp, Manager, Green Economy 
Initiatives
Vancouver Economic Commission
401 W Georgia St, Vancouver, BC V6B 5A1
p: (604) 632-9668
e: jveltkamp@vancouvereconomic.com
Catherine Warren, Chief Executive Officer
Vancouver Economic Commission
401 W Georgia St, Vancouver, BC V6B 5A1
p: (604) 632-9668
e: ea@vancouvereconomic.com
Don Wiens, Board Member
AdvantageHope
Box 370, 919 Water Ave, Hope, BC V0X 1L0
p: (604) 860-0930
e: dwiens@telus.net
Erin Wilkins, Board Member
AdvantageHope
Box 370, 919 Water Ave, Hope, BC V0X 1L0
p: (604) 860-0930
e: erin.wilkins@sd78.bc.ca
Peter Wright, Business Development Officer
Vancouver Economic Commission
401 W Georgia St, Vancouver, BC V6B 5A1
p: (604) 632-9668
e: pwright@vancouvereconomic.com

Stephen Wu, Manager of Economic 
Development
City of Surrey
13450 104 Ave, Surrey, BC V3T 1V8
p: (604) 591-4289
e: swu@surrey.ca
Ahmed Yousef, Councillor
City of Maple Ridge
11995 Haney Pl, Maple Ridge, BC V2X 6A9
p: (604) 463-5221
e: ayousef@mapleridge.ca
James Zelinski, Economic Advisory  
Committee Member
City of Maple Ridge
11995 Haney Pl, Maple Ridge, BC V2X 6A9
p: (604) 467-7320
e: jamesz@pittmeadows.net
Rocio Zielinski, General Manager
Stó:lō Community Futures
Bldg 10 - 3rd Floor, 7201 Vedder Rd, Chilliwack, 
BC V2R 4G5
p: (604) 824-5272
e: RZielinski@stolocf.ca

NORTH COAST
William Azak, Councillor
Gitwinksihlkw Village Government
PO Box 1, 3004, Ts’oohl Ts’ap Ave, Gitwinksihlkw, 
BC V0J 3T0
p: (250) 633-2294
e: clyde.azak@Gitwinksihlkw.ca
Christina Bolton, Councillor
Gitwinksihlkw Village Government
PO Box 1, 3004, Ts’oohl Ts’ap Ave, Gitwinksihlkw, 
BC V0J 3T0
p: (250) 633-2294
e: christina.bolton@Gitwinksihlkw.ca
Tina Bolton, Councillor
Gitwinksihlkw Village Government
PO Box 1, 3004, Ts’oohl Ts’ap Ave, Gitwinksihlkw, 
BC V0J 3T0
p: (250) 633-2294
e: tina.bolton@Gitwinksihlkw.ca
Deklan Corstanje, Economic Development 
Manager
City of Terrace
3215 Eby St, Terrace, BC V8G 2X8
p: (250) 615-4030
e: dcorstanje@terrace.ca
Michael Dewar, Director of Economic 
Development
District of Kitimat
270 City Centre, Kitimat, BC V8C 2H7
p: (250) 632-8921
e: mdewar@kitimat.ca
John Farrell, General Manager
Community Futures of Pacific Northwest
Ste 100-515 3rd Ave W, Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1L9
p: (250) 622-2332
e: john@cfdc-pnw.com
Bruce Haldane, Deputy Chief/Councillor
Gitwinksihlkw Village Government
PO Box 1, 3004, Ts’oohl Ts’ap Ave, Gitwinksihlkw, 
BC V0J 3T0
p: (250) 633-2294
e: bruce.haldane@Gitwinksihlkw.ca
Maggie Hall, Economic Development Officer
Regional District of Kitimat-Stikine
Ste 300 - 4545 Lazelle Ave, Terrace, BC V8G 4E1
p: (250) 614-6100
e: mhall@rdks.bc.ca
Linda Morven, Chief Executive Officer
Gitwinksihlkw Village Government
PO Box 1, 3004, Ts’oohl Ts’ap Ave, Gitwinksihlkw, 
BC V0J 3T0
p: (250) 633-2299
e: linda.morven@gitwinksihlkw.ca
Charles Morven, Chief Councillor
Nisga’a Village of Gitwinksihlkw
PO Box 1, 3004, Ts’oohl Ts’ap Ave, Gitwinksihlkw, 
BC V0J 3T0
p: (250) 633-2294
e: charles.morven@gitwinksihlkw.ca

Ethel Nyce, Chief Financial Officer
Gitwinksihlkw Village Government
PO Box 1, 3004, Ts’oohl Ts’ap Ave, Gitwinksihlkw, 
BC V0J 3T0
p: (250) 633-2294
e: ethel.nyce@Gitwinksihlkw.ca
Paul Vendittelli, Manager of Transportation 
and Economic Development
City of Prince Rupert
424 - 3rd Ave W, Prince Rupert, BC V8J 1L7
p: (250) 627-5138
e: paul.vendittelli@princerupert.ca
Matthew Wheelock, Community Economic 
Development Officer
Central Coast Regional District
Box 186, Bella Coola, BC V0T1C0
p: (250) 799-5291
e: cedo@ccrd-bc.ca

NORTHEAST
Lori Ackerman, Mayor
City of Fort St. John
10631 - 100 St, Fort St. John, BC V1J 3Z5
p: (250) 787-8160
e: lackerman@fortstjohn.ca
Sarah Behn, Economic Development 
Consultant
West Moberly First Nations
Moberly Lake, BC V1G 4G4
e: behn.sea@gmail.com
Dale Bumstead, Mayor
City of Dawson Creek
Box 150, Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4G4
p: (250) 784-3600
e: mayorbumstead@dawsoncreek.ca
Jennifer Decker, Manager of Economic 
Development
City of Fort St. John
10631 - 100 St, Fort St. John, BC V1J 3Z5
p: (250) 787-5787
e: economicdevelopment@fortstjohn.ca
Jerimy Earl, Councillor
City of Dawson Creek
Box 150, Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4G4
p: (250) 784-3600
e: jearl@dawsoncreek.ca
Paul Gevatkoff, Councillor
City of Dawson Creek
Box 150, Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4G4
p: (250) 784-3600
e: pgevatkoff@dawsoncreek.ca
Dianne Hunter, City Manager
City of Fort St. John
10631 - 100 St, Fort St. John, BC V1J 3Z5
p: (250) 787-8161
e: citymanager@fortstjohn.ca
Amy Kaempf, Councillor
City of Dawson Creek
Box 150, Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4G4
p: (250) 784-3600
e: akaempf@dawsoncreek.ca
Sue Kenny, General Manager
Community Futures Peace Liard
904 102nd Ave, Dawson Creek, BC V1G 2B7
p: (250) 219-4285
e: skenny@communityfutures.biz
Blair Lekstrom, Councillor
City of Dawson Creek
Box 150, Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4G4
p: (250) 784-3600
e: blekstrom@dawsoncreek.ca
Jaylene MacIver, Director Regional 
Development and Planning
Northern Rockies Regional Municipality
Bag Service 399, 5319 - 50th Ave S, Fort Nelson, 
BC V0C 1R0
p: (250) 774-2541
e: jmaciver@northernrockies.ca
Ellen McAvany, Economic Development Officer
District of Chetwynd
PO Box 357, Chetwynd, BC V0C 1J0
p: (250) 401-4113
e: emcavany@gochetwynd.com

Jessie Olsen, Economic Development 
Administration Assistant
District of Tumbler Ridge
305 Founders St, PO Box 100, Tumbler Ridge, 
BC V0C 2W0
p: (250) 242-4242
e: jolsen@dtr.ca
Charlie Parslow, Councillor
City of Dawson Creek
Box 150, Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4G4
p: (250) 784-3600
e: cparslow@dawsoncreek.ca
Stephanie Peters, Project Coordinator
City of Fort St. John
10631 100 St, Fort St. John, BC V1J 3Z5
p: (250) 794-3329
e: speters@fortstjohn.ca
John Powell, Director of Economic 
Development and Tourism
District of Tumbler Ridge
305 Founders St, PO Box 100, Tumbler Ridge, 
BC V0C 2W0
p: (250) 242-4242
e: jpowell@dtr.ca
Duncan Redfearn, Chief Administrative Officer
City of Dawson Creek
Box 150, Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4G4
p: (250) 784-3600
e: dredfearn@dawsoncreek.ca
Ken Rogers, Director of Development
City of Fort St. John
10631 - 100 St, Fort St. John, BC V1J 3Z5
p: (250) 787-8150
e: krogers@fortstjohn.ca
Shaely Wilbur, Councillor
City of Dawson Creek
Box 150, Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4G4
p: (250) 784-3600
e: swilbur@dawsoncreek.ca

THOMPSON-OKANAGAN
Kevin Acton, Mayor
Village of Lumby
1775 Glencaird St, Lumby, BC V0E 2G0
p: (250) 547-2171
e: kevin5@live.ca
Harold Ajam, Economic Development 
Coordinator
Coldwater Indian Band
PO Box 4600, Merrit, BC V1K 1B8
p: (250) 378-6174
e: harold@coldwaterband.org
Jim Anderson, Executive Director
Venture Kamloops
297 1st Ave, Kamloops, BC V2C 3J3
p: (250) 828-6818
e: jim@venturekamloops.com
Mary Lynn Arnold Cox, 
311 Guichon Ave, Lower Nicola, BC V0K 1Y0
p: (807) 474-9461
e: lcox@picklelake.com
Debbie Arnott, General Manager
Community Futures of Sun Country
PO Box 1480, 203 Railway Ave, Ashcroft, BC 
V0K 1A0
p: (250) 453-9165
e: darnott@cfsun.ca
Craig Broderick, Economic Development 
Planner
City of Vernon
3400 30 St, Vernon, BC V1T 5E6
p: (250) 550-3634
e: cbroderick@vernon.ca
Nicole Bruce, Economic Development Manager
Venture Kamloops
297 1st Ave, Kamloops, BC V2C 3J3
p: (250) 828-6818
e: nicole@venturekamloops.com
Simone Carlysle-Smith, Industry and 
Community Development Specialist
Thompson Okanagan Tourism Association
2280-D Leckie Rd, Kelowna, BC V1X 6G6
p: (250) 860-5999
e: community@totabc.com
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Mandi Carroll, Manager, Economic 
Development and Communications
Westbank First Nation
301 - 515 Highway 97 South, Kelowna, BC V1Z 3J2
p: (250) 769-4999
e: Mcarroll@wfn.ca
Allan Chabot, Chief Administrative Officer
Town of Osoyoos
PO Box 3010, Osoyoos, BC V0H 1V0
p: (250) 495-6515
e: info@osoyoos.ca
Robyn Cyr, Owner
Brabyn Business Solutions
3348 Lakeview Heights Dr, Sorrento, BC V0E 2W1
p: (250) 833-6008
e: Robyncyr@brabynbusiness.ca
Cindy Dueck, Office Manager
Venture Kamloops
297 1st Ave, Kamloops, BC V2C 3J3
p: (250) 828-6818
e: cindy@venturekamloops.com
Lorelei Fiset, Councillor
Village of Lumby
1775 Glencaird St, Lumby, BC V0E 2G0
p: (250) 547-2171
e: councillorloreleif@Lumby.ca
Lana Fitt, Economic Development Manager
Salmon Arm Economic Development Society
220 Shuswap St NE., PO Box 130, Salmon Arm, 
BC V1E 4N2
p: (250) 833-0608
e: edo@saeds.ca
Steve Fosbery, EDC Board
Westbank First Nation
301 - 515 Highway 97 South, Kelowna, V1Z 3J2
p: (250) 769-4999
e: countrypawnbroker@gmail.com
Will George, Manager of Economic 
Development and Tourism
City of Merritt
Box 189, 2185 Voght St, Merritt, BC V1K 1B8
p: (250) 378-8619
e: wgeorge@merritt.ca
James Graham, Director of Finance
Town of Princeton
PO Box 670, Princeton, BC V0X 1W0
p: (250) 295-3135
e: finance@princeton.ca
Blair Gray, General Manager
Community Futures Thompson Country
330 Seymour St, Kamloops, BC V2C 2G2
p: (250) 828-8772
e: bgray@communityfutures.net
Clark Grieve, Economic Development 
Specialist
Venture Kamloops
297 1st Ave, Kamloops, BC V2C 3J3
p: (250) 828-6818
e: clark@venturekamloops.com
Corie Griffiths, Director
Central Okanagan Economic Development 
Commission
1450 KLO Rd, Kelowna, BC V1W 3Z4
p: (250) 469-6234
e: info@investkelowna.com
Leslie Groulx, Chief Administrative Officer
District of Clearwater
Box 157, Clearwater, BC V0E 1N0
p: (250) 674-2257
e: lgroulx@docbc.ca
Scott Hildebrand, Chief Administrative Officer
City of Merritt
Box 189, 2185 Voght St, Merritt, BC V1K 1B8
p: (250) 378-8612
e: shildebrand@merritt.ca
Leigha Horsfield, General Manager
Community Futures North Okanagan
3105 33rd St, Vernon, BC V1T 9P7
p: (250) 545-2215 x256
e: leighah@futuresbc.com

Robin Irwin, Economic Development 
Coordinator
Regional District of Okanagan Similkameen
#1-5350 9th Ave, Okanagan Falls, BC V0H 1R0
p: (778) 515-5520
e: rirwin@rdos.bc.ca
Kristy Jean, Officer, Economic Development  
and Communications
Westbank First Nation
301-515 Highway 97 South, Kelowna, BC V1Z 3J2 
p: (250) 769-4999
e: kjean@wfn.ca
Tom Kadla, Chief Administrative Officer
Village of Lumby
1775 Glencaird St, Lumby, BC V0E 2G0
p: (250) 547-2171
e: tomk@lumby.ca
Carrie Kassa, Deputy Corporate Officer
Town of Princeton
PO Box 670, Princeton, BC V0X 1W0
p: (250) 295-3135
e: ckassa@princeton.ca
Andrew Kemp, Economic Development 
Specialist
City of Penticton
171 Main St, Penticton, BC V2A 5A9
p: (250) 490-2590
e: andrew.kemp@penticton.ca
Sherry Kineshanko, Councillor
Village of Lumby
1775 Glencaird St, Lumby, BC V0E 2G0
p: (250) 547-2171
e: shankshockey@hotmail.com
Ken Kunka, Acting Director
City of Penticton
171 Main St, Penticton, BC V2A 5A9
p: (250) 490-2505
e: ken.kunka@penticton.ca
Firman Latimer, Chief Executive Officer
Okanagan Indian Band Group of Companies
12420 Westside Road, Vernon, BC V1H 2A4
p: (250) 542-4328
e: communications@okibgc.ca
Gina MacKay, Director of Planning and 
Development Services
Town of Osoyoos
8711 Main St, Osoyoos, BC V0H 1V0
p: (250) 495-4606
e: gmackay@osoyoos.ca
Sherri-Lynne Madden, Services Coordinator
Thompson Nicola Regional District
300 - 465 Victoria St, Kamloops, BC V2C 2A9
p: (250) 674-3530
e: smadden@tnrd.ca
Krista Mallory, Manager
Central Okanagan Economic Development 
Commission
1450 KLO Rd, Kelowna, BC V1W 3Z4
p: (250) 469-6234
e: kmallory@investkelowna.com
Glenn Mandziuk, President and CEO
Thompson Okanagan Tourism Association
2280-D Leckie Rd, Kelowna, BC V1X 6G6
p: (250) 860-5999
e: ceo@totabc.com
Rob Marshall, Executive Director
Community Futures Shuswap
PO Box 1930, Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4P9
p: (250) 803-0156
e: rmarshall@futureshuswap.com
Jamie McEwan, Community Development 
Manager
District of Lake Country
10150 Bottom Wood Lake Rd, Lake Country, BC 
V4V 2M1
p: (250) 766-5650
e: jmcewan@lakecountry.bc.ca
Lori Mindnich, Councillor
Village of Lumby
1775 Glencaird St, Lumby, BC V0E 2G0
p: (250) 547-2171
e: lorideann2@gmail.com

Roy Nuriel, Planning Assistant
City of Vernon
3400 30 St, Vernon, BC V1T 5E6
p: (250) 550-3634
e: rnuriel@vernon.ca
Randal Ostafichuk, Councillor
Village of Lumby
1775 Glencaird St, Lumby, BC V0E 2G0
p: (250) 547-2171
e: lumbyrandal@gmail.com
Evan Parliament, Chief Administrative Officer
District of Sicamous/District of Sicamous 
Development Corp.
PO Box 219, Sicamous, BC V0E 2V0
p: (250) 517-8049
e: eparliament@sicamous.ca
John Perrott, Economic Development Officer
City of West Kelowna
2760 Cameron Rd, West Kelowna, BC V1Z 2T6
p: (778) 797-2215
e: john.perrott@westkelownacity.ca
Salina Petschulat-Curtis, Economic 
Development and Tourism Coordinator
City of West Kelowna
2760 Cameron Rd, West Kelowna, BC V1Z 2T6
p: (778) 797-2215
e: salina.curtis@westkelownacity.ca
Stefanie Poisson, Communications/ 
Legislative Assistant
District of Clearwater
Box 157, Clearwater, BC V0E 1N0
p: (250) 674-2257
e: spoisson@docbc.ca
Kevin Poole, Manager of Economic 
Development and Tourism
City of Vernon
3400 30 St, Vernon, BC V1T 5E6
p: (250) 550-3249
e: kpoole@vernon.ca
Gary Schatz, Director of Economic 
Development and Tourism
Town of Princeton
PO Box 670, Princeton, BC V0X 1W0
p: (250) 295-3135
e: businessdevelopment@princeton.ca
Stephanie Slaman, Business Development 
Officer
Central Okanagan Economic Development 
Commission
1450 KLO Rd, Kelowna, BC V1W 3Z4
p: (250) 469-6234
e: sslaman@investkelowna.com
Lyle Thomas, Chief Administrative Officer
Town of Princeton
PO Box 670, Princeton, BC V0X 1W0
p: (250) 295-3135
e: cao@princeton.ca
Valentina Trevino, Business Development 
Officer
Central Okanagan Economic Development 
Commission
1450 KLO Rd, Kelowna, BC V1W 3Z4
p: (250) 469-6280
e: vtrevino@investkelowna.com
Jamie Umpleby, Director of Infrastructure 
and Parks
Town of Princeton
PO Box 670, Princeton, BC V0X 1W0
p: (250) 295-3135
e: infrastructureandparks@princeton.ca
Jennifer Vincent, Economic Development - 
Special Projects
City of Penticton
171 Main St, Penticton, BC V2A 5A9
p: (250) 490-2591
e: jennifer.vincent@penticton.ca
Cole Weber, Economic Development Specialist
Venture Kamloops
297 1st Ave, Kamloops, BC V2C 3J3
p: (250) 828-6818
e: cole@venturekamloops.com

Shelley Witzky, Councillor
Adams Lake Indian Band
6453 Hillcrest Road, Chase, V0E 1M0
p: (250) 679-8841
e: switzky@alib.ca

VANCOUVER ISLAND/COAST
Matthew Baldwin, Director of Planning
City of Langford
2nd Flr - 877 Goldstream Ave, Langford, BC 
V9B 2X8
p: (250) 391-3404
e: mbaldwin@cityoflangford.ca
Ian Benoit, Policy Analyst
Huu-ay-aht First Nations
4644 Adelaide St, Port Alberni, BC V9Y 6N4
p: (250) 723-0100
e: ian.b@huuayaht.org
Iain Bourhill, Director of Long Range Planning 
and Sustainability
City of Colwood
3300 Wishart Rd, Colwood, BC V9C 1R1
p: (250) 294-8151
e: ibourhill@colwood.ca
Kim Burden, Executive Director
Parksville & District Chamber of Commerce
PO Box 99, Station Main  1275 E Island Hwy, 
Parksville, BC V9P 2G3
p: (250) 248-3613
e: kim@parksvillechamber.com
Lori Camire, Executive Director
Community Futures Alberni Clayoquot
4757 Tebo Ave, Port Alberni, BC V9Y 8A9
p: (250) 724-1241
e: lori.camire@cfac.ca
Karla Campbell, Senior Manager
Salt Spring Island Electoral Area
e: kcampbell@crd.bc.ca
Francine Carlin, Chairperson
Salt Spring Island Community Economic 
Development Commission
108 - 121 McPhillips Ave, Salt Spring Island,  
BC V8K 2T6
p: (250) 537-4448
e: francinezc@gmail.com
Giacomo Casanova, Research Coordinator
Comox Valley Economic Development Society
580 Duncan Ave, Courtenay, BC V9N 2M7
p: (250) 334-2427
e: giacomo@investcomoxvalley.com
Lisa Clark, CAO/CFO
Village of Sayward
652 H’Kusam Way, PO Box 29, Sayward, BC 
p: (250) 282-5512
e: cao@saywardvalley.ca
Trevor Cootes, Executive Councillor
Huu-ay-aht First Nations
4644 Adelaide St, Port Alberni, BC V9Y 6N4
p: (250) 723-0100
e: trevor.c@huuayaht.org
Geoff Crawford, Business Development 
Manager
Comox Valley Economic Development Society
580 Duncan Ave, Courtenay, BC V9N 2M7
p: (250) 334-2427
e: geoff@investcomoxvalley.com
Patrick Deakin, Economic Development 
Manager
City of Port Alberni
4850 Argyle St, Port Alberni, BC V9Y 1V8
p: (250) 720-2527
e: patrick_deakin@portalberni.ca
Cheryl Eardly, Economic Development 
Assistant
Huu-ay-aht First Nations
4644 Adelaide St, Port Alberni, BC V9Y 6N4
p: (250) 723-0100
e: cheryl.e@huuayaht.org
Craig Edwards, Operations Manager
Nanoose Economic Development
209 Mallard Way, Lantzville, BC V0R 2H0
p: (250) 390-3661
e: craig@nanoose-edc.com
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Pat English, Manager of Economic 
Development
Regional District of Mount Waddington
2044 McNeill Rd, Port McNeill, BC V0N 2R0
p: (250) 956-3301
e: penglish@rdmw.bc.ca
Dave Formosa, Mayor
City of Powell River
6910 Duncan St, Powell River, BC V8A 1V4
p: (604) 485-6291
e: davic83@gmail.com
Lara Greasley, Marketing and Communications 
Manager
Comox Valley Economic Development Society
580 Duncan Ave, Courtenay, BC V9N 2M7
p: (250) 334-2427
e: lgreasley@investcomoxvalley.com
Maggie Hathaway, Councillor
City of Powell River
6910 Duncan St, Powell River, BC V8A 1V4
p: (604) 485-6291
e: mhathaway@cdpr.bc.ca
Randy Humble, Chief Administrative Officer
Town of Sidney
2440 Sidney Ave, Sidney, BC V8L 1Y7
p: (250) 656-1139
e: pkully@sidney.ca
Bill Ives, Councillor
Village of Sayward
PO Box 29, Sayward, BC V0P 1R0
p: (250) 282-5512
e: bill.ives@saywardvalley.ca
Jason Jenkins, Economic Development Officer
Tsain-Ko Development Corp.
5555 Sunshine Coast Highway, Sechelt, BC 
VON 3A0
p: (604) 741-7001
e: jjenkins@tsain-ko.com

Derek Johnstone, Communications and  
Digital Content Specialist
City of Nanaimo
411 Dunsmuir St, Nanaimo, BC V9R OE4
p: (250) 755-4492
e: derek.johnstone@nanaimo.ca
Rose Klukas, Economic Development Officer
City of Campbell River
301 St. Ann’s Rd, Campbell River, BC V9W 4C7
p: (250) 286-5738
e: rose.klukas@campbellriver.ca
CaroleAnn Leishman, Councillor
City of Powell River
6910 Duncan St, Powell River, BC V8A 1V4
p: (604) 485-6291
e: cleishman@cdpr.bc.ca
Kimmie MacDonald, Economic Committee 
Tech
Huu-ay-aht First Nations
4644 Adelaide St, Port Alberni, BC V9Y 6N4
p: (250) 723-0100
e: kim.m@huuayaht.org
Holly MacDonald, Vice-Chair
Salt Spring Island Community Economic 
Development Commission
p: (250) 538-7194
e: holly@sparkandco.ca
John MacDonald, Mayor
Village of Sayward
652 H’Kusam Way, Sayward, BC V0P 1R0
p: (250) 282-5512
e: village@saywardvalley.ca
Amrit Manhas, Economic Development Officer
City of Nanaimo
411 Dunsmuir St, Nanaimo, BC V9R 0E4
p: (250) 755-4465
e: amrit.manhas@nanaimo.ca

David McCormick, Director, Public Relations  
and Business Development
Port Alberni Port Authority
2750 Harbour Rd, Port Alberni, BC V9Y 7X2
p: (250) 723-5312
e: dmccormick@alberniport.ca
Judy Mills, Administrative Assistant
Economic Development Cowichan
135 Third St, Duncan, BC V9L 1R9
p: (250) 746-7880
e: jmills@cvrd.bc.ca
Barry O’Riordan, Manager
Economic Development Cowichan
135 Third St, Duncan, BC V9L 1R9
p: (250) 746-7880 x246
e: barry.oriordan@cvrd.bc.ca
Jim Palm, Councillor
City of Powell River
6910 Duncan Street, Powell River, BC V8A 1V4
p: (604) 485-6291
e: jpalm@cdpr.bc.ca
Derek Peters, Economic Committee Member
Huuayaht First Nation
4644 Adelaide Street, Port Alberni, BC V9Y 6N4
p: (250)723-0100
e: derek.p@huuayaht.org
Donna Petrie, Manager of Business 
Development and Events
City of Langford
2nd floor, 877 Goldstream Ave., Langford,  
BC V9B 2X8
p: (250) 857-0030
e: dpetrie@langford.ca

Scott Randolph, Director of Properties, 
Development and Communications
City of Powell River
6910 Duncan Street, Powell River, BC V8A 1V4
p: (604) 485-8653
e: srandolph@powellriver.ca
Cynthia Rayner, Economic Development 
Officer
Huu-ay-aht First Nations
4644 Adelaide Street, Port Alberni, BC V9Y 6N4
p: (250) 723-0100
e: cynthia.r@huuayaht.org
Rob Southcott, Councillor
City of Powell River
6910 Duncan Street, Powell River, BC V8A 1V4
p: (604) 485-6291
e: rsouthcott@cdpr.bc.ca
Julie Sperber, Community EDO
Gabriola Island Chamber of Commerce
#6-490 North Rd., Gabriola, BC V0R 1X0
p: (250) 668-5389
e: ecdev@gabriolaisland.org
Colin Stansfield, Executive Director
Sunshine Coast Regional Economic Development 
Organization
Suite 204, 5674 Teredo St, Sechelt, BC V0N 3A0
p: (778) 985-5552
e: exec@scredo.ca
John Watson, Executive Director
Comox Valley Economic Development Society
580 Duncan Avenue, Courtenay, BC V9N 2M7
p: (250) 334-2427
e: john@investcomoxvalley.com
Jay Yule, Economic Development Committee
City of Powell River
6910 Duncan Street, Powell River, BC V8A 1V4
p: (604) 485-6291
e: jay.yule@sd47.bc.ca
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AIMING HIGH: With its economic 
development strategy, the East 

Kootenay city of Fernie aims to attract 
new businesses and entrepreneurs
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